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New Zealand Faces Continued 
Restrictions, Tighter Fiscal Policy 


Lower oversea receipts in the first quarter of 1958 offset say; 








resulting from New Zealand’s present tight import controls. 


Credit restrictions were tightened and a tighter fiscal policy ‘ 


expected. 


Adjustment of the price support system for dairy production 
the balancing of the needs of secondary industry for imported ry Ur 


materials against the need to cut expenditures on imports are two gj 
ficult problems calling for Government policy decisions. 


Statistics for January and February 
indicated that: As a result of tightened 
controls on private imports and reduced 
Government oversea spending, total 
payments for the first quarter of 1958 
will be lower than the comparable 1957 
quarter; the reduction in_ receipts 
caused by the decline in world prices 
for wool and dairy products will more 
than offset these savings; the seasonal 
build-up of oversea exchange reserves 
will probably not occur in the usual 
proportions in the first half of the year, 
The unusual low level of such receipts, 
£NZ49.8 million (£NZ1=$2.80) as of 
March 26, compared with £NZ89.4 mil- 
lion a year earlier, means that oversea 
borrowing probably will be necessary 
to cover the normal trading deficit in- 


















Foreign Businessmen 


The Secretary of Commerce invites 
foreign businessmen to call on the 
Department of Commerce in Wash- 
ington, and on the Department’s 
Field Offices, for advice and guidance 
in broadening their contacts with the 
United States. The plans of these 
visitors are announced each week 
under “World Trade Leads” in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly. 

Many of these businessmen call at 
the Department’s Field Offices seek- 
ing connections with American sup- 
pliers of a large variety of raw 
materials and manufactured goods 
and with agents and distributors of 
imported merchandise. 

Additional information on this serv- 
ice may be obtained from any of the 
Commerce Field Offices. 


Albuquerque, N. Mex., 321 Post Office 
Bidg., Phone: 7-0311. 

Atlanta 3, Ga., 604 Volunteer Bidg., 66 
Luckie St., N.W. JAckson 2-412}, 


Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U.S. Post Office and 
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Buffalo 3, N. Y., 504 Federal Bidg., 

Ellicott St. MAdison 4216. 


Charleston 4, 8. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jas- 
per Bidg., West End Broad St. Phone: 
2-7771. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 207 Majestic Bidg., 16th 
St. and Capitol Ave. Phone: 8-8931. 

Chicago 6, Lil., Room 1302, 226 W. Jackson 
Blvd. ANdover 3-3600. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. Post Office 

. and Courthouse. DUnbar - 1-2200. 

Cleveland 1, Ohio, Federal Reserve Bank 
Bldg., E. 6th St. and Superior Ave. 
CHerry 1-7900. 
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curred by New Zealand in the rts t 
half of any calendar year. po 
A sharp tightening of import con Incree 
had been the new Labor Gover circles, | 
first step toward meeting the b with th 
of-payments emergency and a conti result 
tion of such controls was the oy Soviet | 
for an extended period ahead. pianist 
No further easing of restrictions oe 
expected in the near future unless At th 
becomes necessary to prevent unem one-half 
ment in industries dependent on g¥! 8& 
ported raw materials (see article g2%4 me 
this issue under “Foreign Governmes U'US¥4 
Actions’). mgr 
Fiscal policy in New. Zealand has Lagat 
recent years been an inflationary ra 
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Fxchange Shortage Necessitates Reduced Imports 
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™™ Uruguayan Difficulties Intensified 


on 
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Uruguay’s difficult economic situation, carried over from the past 


wo dif year’, developed in intensity in the first quarter of 1958 because of an 










Increasing discussion, in Government 
circles, of a possible expansion of trade 
with the Soviet Bloc was still another 
result of the exchange shortage. A 
Soviet commercial mission arrived in 
Montevideo during the quarter for trade 
discussions. 

At the close of the first quarter only 
one-half of the wool clip of the present 
“I wool season was sold. Although cereals 
and meat have a significant place in 
Uruguay’s foreign trade, by far the most 
important of the country’s exports is 
wool, which normally accounts for about 
60 percent of total exports. 


The closing of the two American- 
owned meat-packing plants and the dif- 
ficulties being experienced in some sec- 
tors of the textile industry have raised 
the probability that unemployment may 
reach serious proportions. The future 
of the two closed packing plants, Swift 
and Armour, was still not clear. The 
questions of unemployment compensa- 
tion for some 6,000 workers idled by 
these closed plants and possible reopen- 
ing of the plants by the Government 
have been submitted to the Uruguayan 
‘t Office | Parliament. 


al Bank} Living Costs Rise Sharply 


ig. The cost of living, as measured by 
11 Wel the official index, rose 13 percent in the 
first 8 months of 1957, compared with 
1031 446 percent in the whole of the previous 
year. This rapid increase in living cost 
has caused considerable labor unrest, 
ce Bidggand strikes and stoppages have been 
humerous, though toward the close of 
ital }the quarter there were indications of a 
jes av) Stiffening of the authorities’ attitude 
toward the demands of unions. 
te Bldé} The weakening of the free market 
peso during March was _ particularly 
rapid. At 5.10 pesos to the dollar (sell- 
ing) on February 28, it dropped in 
March to 5.68 pesos to the dollar by 
March 31, and for a brief period on 
p Com March 14 it dropped as low as 6.10. 
ie 2-Ti%h Plans for the liquidation of Uruguay’s 
ce Bligpeom™mercial debt, which the Bank of 
Republic owes to local private banks 
for foreign remittances—and including 
letters of credit, regular collections, and 


ces 


handis 
mhouse, 












ig., 


3 open account payments—of US$39.7 mil- 
Customplion equivalent, were announced. An 
aa initial payment of US$3.8 million was 
made by the bank on March 18, Addi- 
ce Bids, 
May 12, 1958 





acute foreign exchange shortage and a need for more foreign trade. 
This foreign exchange shortage made it necessary to reduce im- 
ports to a minimum, limited only to the most essential goods. 





tional payments will be made periodi- 
cally, with the final one scheduled for 
September 30, 1959. 

Government : financial and monetary 
matters remained in the foreground for 
the quarter, Administration spokesmen 
maintained that the peso weakening 
was largely a result of a world wide 
monetary deterioration in terms of hard 
exchange, while others felt it evolved 
principally from a combination of the 
following factors: The paralysis of the 
current wool sales; weakening confi- 
dence in the peso; fairly intense specu- 
lation; and heavy dollar purchases in 
Montevideo by the Brazilian and Argen- 
tine exchange brokers. 


Trade Balances Sway Import Quotas 


Import control authorities of the Gov- 
ernment allocated the equivalent of 
US$40 million for the importation of 
essential goods from March 1 through 
June 30. Distribution of this import 
quota was based on the decree of No- 
vember 28, 1957, which was passed for 
the purpose of applying the brakes on 
foreign exchange outflow. This decree 
gave import license preference to those 
countries having a bilateral trade agree- 
ment with Uruguay and with which 
Uruguay has a favorable balance. The 
United States was not included in this 
list. The quota for imports from these 
countries with bilateral trade agree- 
ments was fixed at the equivalent of 
US$24.3. million in agreement curren- 
cies, the quota for imports from all 
other countries, including the United 
States but excepting Russia, was set 
at US$15 million. A special quota of 
US$700,000 was awarded the Soviet Un- 
ion, in consideration for her heavy wool 
purchases, 

Reduction of the present 11 basic ex- 
port exchange rate combinations to a 
possible 6 was recommended to the 
National Council of Government on 
March 25 by the Bank of the Republic 
in order to simplify the present export 
exchange rate system. No definite action 
was taken in the first quarter, however, 
on this proposal. 


Soviet Bloc Oil Considered 


The most discussed question involving 
foreign trade, in this quarter, was 


whether Uruguay might import petro- 
leum from the Soviet bloc, Sterling and 
other trade agreement currencies seemed 
to be available for Soviet oil. Hard cur- 
rency, however, with which to continue 
the historical pattern of purchasing oil 
from British and American suppliers 
was difficult to obtain. As a result, the 
Government fuel monopoly, ANCAP, 
purchased two tanker-loads—approxi- 
mately 30,000 tons—of low grade crude 
oil from Brazil, thus utilizing part of 
Uruguay’s substantial credit balance. 


A Treaty of Friendship and a Com- 
mercial Payment Agreement between 
Uruguay and Rumania were signed in 
Montevideo on March 20, but these trade 
agreements have not yet been ratified 
by the respective Governments. Ru- 
mania is attempting to sell some oil 
to ANCAP. Uruguay, at the same time, 
is attempting to arrange for the pur- 
chase of Venezuelan oil for the coming 
year without a large disbursement of 
hard currency. Should Uruguay succeed, 
it would greatly reduce the amount of 
crude oil the country might purchase 
from the Soviet bloc. 


Closed Meat Plants Pose Problem 


Some action, but no final decision, 
was produced in the quarter on the 
future of the two American meat pack- 
ing plants closed since December 20. 
Three projects of law were submitted 
to Parliament on March 11 by the Na- 
tional Council of Government. The first 
two related to the payment of unem- 
ployment compensation, or a subsidy in 
lieu thereof, to the workers and em- 
ployees of the two closed plants. The 
third would authorize the Government 
to accept the offer made by the Swift 
and Armour liquidating committee (Jan- 
uary 22) to sell the plants to the Gov- 
ernment in exchange for the latter's 
assumption of their liabilities. This 
project anticipated that the Govern- 
ment sponsored meat-packing plant 
(Frigorifico Nacional) could operate at 
least one of these plants during the 
1958-59 season. However, the project of 
law states that the Government may 
sell one or both of the plants to pri- 
vate interests by October 31 of this year 
or propose to Parliament before Novem- 
ber 30 a definite plan for operation of 
the plants after that date. This project 
would also authorize the Government 
to expend one million pesos for the 
maintenance of the plants while they 
are totally or partially inactive. Finally, 
it would permit the Government to ex- 


(Continued on page 29) 
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S. West African Economic Outlook Good 


The mining industry in South West Africa remained prosperous 
in 1957, despite price decreases in base metals. 

No reduction in the mining of diamonds or maganese is expected 
in 1958. Production of base metals and tungsten, vanadium, and tin 
probably will decline markedly, as certain mining companies have an- 
nounced cutbacks, but operations are expected to be maintained. 

The fishing industry was prosperous in 1957, as exports of fish 


products increased over 1956. 


Agricultural activities were successful during the year, and condi- 


tions should continue to improve in the next few years. 


The karakul 


industry may be adversely affected in 1958. 

The rate of mining and agricultural equipment investment and of 
growth in business activity is expected to decline. 

The major towns were still growing during the year and secondary 
industries were established. Prospects for future development in 1958 
is limited. It is doubtful that unemployment will occur even with min- 


ing production cutbacks. 
redistributed. 


Mining Industry 
Remains Prosperous 


Total .sales of minerals in 1957 were 
valued at £30.8 million, of which dia- 
monds comprised £16.8 million. (£1= 

S. $2.80). Sales of lead, zinc, and 
copper concentrates were £10.9 million; 
those of other minerals, including man- 
ganese, were valued at £3 million. 

All mines maintained full production 
during 1957 until the middle of Decem- 
ber when the South African Co., be- 
cause of the falling prices of base 
metals, cut production by 50 percent at 
the Brandberg West mine. No reduc- 
tion in the mining of diamonds or man- 
ganese is expected. The Tsumeb Cor- 
poration, on February 1, 1958, cut pro- 
duction of copper, lead and zinc by 20 
percent. 


Increases of new investment are un- 
likely in the base metal mining industry 
during the present period of depressed 
copper, lead, and zine prices. Tungsten, 
tin, and vanadium producers likewise 
have no incentive to expand at present 
price levels. Thus, total production of 
base metals and tungsten, vanadium 
and tin, will probably: show a marked 
decrease in 1958. 


The South West African Co., Ltd. 
(SWACO) was acquired by the New 
Consolidated Goldfields, the Anglo 
American Corporation of South Africa, 
and the British South African Co. 

The mining industry generates most 
of the purchasing, power. During 1957, 
2,048 Europeans (whites) and 11,846 
natives were employed—a slight rise 
over 1956 levels. These groups earned 
£2.2 million and £0.8 million, respective- 
ly. In addition, the industry expended 
£5.2 million for local purchases, equip- 
ment, transport, and customs dues. 
Expenditures for the same items in 
1956 were £5.4 million. 


4 


Indications are that the labor force will be 





U. S. Important Market 
For Rock Lobster 


South West Africa’s fishing industry 
is based substantially on rock lobster 
and pilchards. The major market for 
frozen rock lobster is the United States, 
while canned lobster is sold equally to 
the United States, United Kingdom, and 
Belgium. The major income from pil- 
chards is derived from fish meal and 
fish oil. Canned pilchards are sold pri- 
marily in the United Kingdom, coun- 
tries of West Africa, and Singapore. 

Rock lobster products (canned, fro- 
zen, and meal) were valued at £974,440 
in 1957 (£848,935 in 1956). Pilchard 
products (canned, meal, and oil) were 
valued. at £6,096,956 in 1957 (£5,434,818 
in 1956). Most of the fish products 
were exported. 


Karakul Prices Rise, 
Production Drops 


In 1957, 2,633,169 karakul pelts, 
valued at £5.6 million, were exported, 
as compared with 2,802,927 pelts, valued 
at £5.6 million, in 1956. A 20-percent 
rise in the average price of pelts kept 
total value stable although production 
of pelts dropped. The majority of the 


A Summary 


of 





U. S. EXPORT CONTROL REGULATIONS 
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pelts. are sent to the United Kingdon 
for processing; primary customers for The In 
the finished product are the Unites}. has 
States, the United Kingdom, and West 000 i 
Germany. Brasil, 

The shortage of native farm labor expan 
has caused a noticeable drop in prody, | the 


tion of dairy products. Output wa sid 
valued at £1.55 million in 1956 ang ab es 
million in 1957. Many farmers hay? 
switched to slaughter stock. 
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Beef Cattle Production, en eng 
Exports Increase vide varit 

As beef cattle production has ip? for 
creased, exports have risen. A recoypom app 


peak of 228,264 head of cattle was & wendy 
ported in 1957, compared with 2064yguring ind 
in 1956. Most were shipped to th years a 
Union of South Africa, although a feygnclude 
were shipped to Bechuanaland and tomotiv 
gola. The net income was £5,411,¢gymanufact 
compared with £5,270,290 in 1956. ensing 

A casein factory was opened at Walpviation | 
vis Bay, in 1957. Its finished producityfomofi 
will be sent to the Union. Duringkacilities 
March 1958, the Metal Box Co. of South DLR 
Africa opened a factory at Walvis Bal, ior 
to provide cans for the fishing industyg 


No new major industries are expecteih, uring 
to be established in 1958. The prospectihjities ar 
for future development of secondarinent to i 
industry in South West Africa is limiteiipotive b 


because of high transportation cost 
limited domestic markets, shortage diiytch fa 
water, lack of coal and hydroelectritigted to 
power, and the necessity of importingicensing 
most raw materials. DLR 


Shitting of Labor May facturing 
Alleviate Unemployment o manu 


econd W 

Although the shortage of native anifo, Chi 
skilled European labor _ continueijteering 
through 1957, decreased mining prod Upon 
tion was expected to partly allevialt)roor, 
this condition. As of the end of 1%lhake a 
some shifting of occupations OCcCUFTéimportan 
but there was no unemployment, . 
is unemployment foreseen. If une 
ployment should occur later in 198 
the Administration is ready to act @& 
plans for public works projects. 


nanufact 
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dl FC Makes $450,000 
lvestment in Brazil 


The International Finance Corpora- 
United ion has reached an agreement for a 


ingdon 
TS for 





1 Westhien 000 investment in D.L.R. Plasticos 

Brasil, S.A., a Brazilian corporation, 
| Tabor expansion of manufacturing opera- 
Produe. §. the Corporation’s president has 
it Was! sounced. D.L.R. is owned entirely by 
d ily 


Shaye Brazilian interests. 
’ DLR. was organized in 1946 and has 
on engaged in the manufacture of a 
vide variety of molded plastics, such as 
i: for telephones, elevators, and 
Teal ome appliances. With the prospect of 
vas ex.@ rapidly growing automotive manufac- 
20641jjuring industry in Brazil, D.L.R. decided 
to ‘the years ago to expand its operation to 
| a fewinclude the manufacture of various 
nd tomotive parts. In 1956, D.L.R. started 
411, 6a nanufacturing brake linings under a 
56. Jicensing agreement with the Bendix 
at Wil \viation Corp., Detroit, Michigan. 


productiytomotive Parts Plant 
During cilities Expand 
f Soult} pER. is now undertaking a further 
vis Ba xpansion of its automotive parts manu- 
idustryg cturi g activities. IFC’s investment 
pecteityill finance the expansion of plant fa- 
“Ospecifilities and the purchase of new equip- 
condaminent to increase the production of auto- 
limitelotive brake linings and to start the 
1 Cosi{inanufacture of two new products— 
tage dblutch facings and steering wheels. Re- 
electrifated to the expansion, two additional 
portinglicensing agfeements have been ‘signed 
D.L.R.—one with the Russe!l Manu- 
facturing Co., Middletown, Connecticut, 
o manufacture clutch facings; and a 
econd with the Sheller Manufacturing 
ive anifo, Chicago, Illinois, to manufacture 
yn tinue ing wheels. 
produt} Ypon completion of its expansion 
levidithrogram, D.L.R. will be in a position to 
of 19\fake a substantial contribution to the 
ccurntimportant automotive manufacturing 
mt, Mievelopment which is going forward in 
uneneB, zil. 
n 198) IFC’s investment of $450,000 will be 
ct 0 ae ; 
act ®h T-percent notes. The notes will ma- 
s. ure between 1961 and 1968 and may be 
deemed at any time at par. The Cor- 
peeeMoration also received “Partes Bene- 
@ciarias,” a kind of security peculiar to 
th corporation law of Brazil, which, in 
pus case, entitle the holder to 10 per- 
gent of the annual net profits of the 
ompany, and which, at the option of 
fie holder during a period of 10 years, 
hay be redeemed in cruzeiros for a 
petal amount equivalent to 10 percent 
m the par value of the present out- 
»ply Slanding capital stock of the company, 
P converted into an amount of stock 
use rr valent to 10 percent of the par value 


























_ |p the present outstanding capital stock 
DLR, 5 
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British Budget Proposes Modest 
Cost-of-Living Tax Concessions 


The British Chancellor of the Exchequer, in his budget presented 
to the House of Commons on April 15, made small tax concessions cost- 
ing £50 million in the year ended March 31, 1959, and £108 million a 
year when fully operative, and left an overall budget deficit of £236 
million, compared with £212 million in the fiscal year just ended on 


March 31. 

Two main tax concessions affect rev- 
enue this year. First, £30 million is cut 
off purchase tax—now expected to yield 
£490 million—by lowering the rates of 
tax on a wide range of articles including 
most importar-tly, domestic appliances 
such as refrigerators and washing ma- 
chines. Their retail price should be cut 
by 1244-15 percent, and the Chancellor 
indicated that he hoped the tax cuts 
would help to keep down wage increases. 


In doing this he also simplified the 
tax by using only 4 instead of the 
present 7 different percentage rates. 
The 90-, 50-, and 10-percent rates are 
to be abolished and lower rates applied 
to most items previously in those cate- 
gories. A 60-percent rate now applies 
to cars, radios, television, phonographs, 
records, and cosmetics. Secondly, tax 
on cinema admissions is cut by £13 mil- 
lion. 

The two other main proposals are the 
substitution of a single profits tax of 
10 percent in place of the previous rates 
of 3 percent on undistributed profits and 
30 percent on distributed profits, and 
slightly more generous provision for 
accelerated depreciation of new invest- 
ment (20-25 percent on machinery and 
10-12% percent on buildings) to give 
some stimulus to investment planning. 
These will not affect revenue this year, 
but are estimated to cost £26 million in 
1959-60" and £39 million in a full year. 
He also made various minor tax con- 
cessions including some adjustments of 
income tax to benefit persons aged 65 
and over with small incomes; reduction 
of stamp duty on real property trans- 
fers; technical changes in death duties; 
and reduced customs and excise taxes 
on certain wines; and closed some tax 
loopholes, 


Economic Situation Reviewed 


The usual comprehensive review was 
based on material in the Economic 
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Survey and Balance-of-Payments White 
Papers. On prospects, the Chancellor 
said that it was too soon to tell whether 
a world trade recession would occur; 
and the first priority of domestic policy 
must be to finish winning the battle 
against inflation. The Government’s 
credit and wage policy remained un- 
changed. There might be some slack 
in the economy, he said, but the United 
Kingdom was not yet strong enough, 
externally or internally, to resume a 
policy of general expansion. Mean- 
time, they wanted production and em- 
ployment as high as was consistent with 
maintaining the value of the pound. He 
announced measures of help for areas 
of above average unemployment. Pur- 
chasing power could quickly be stimu- 
lated if total demand fell suddenly and 
sharply. 

Sterling and the sterling area were 
vital to world trade, he stated, and the 
system would not be tampered with. 
He noted that the problem of world 
liquidity, and of ensuring the strongest 
possible credit base for the trade of 
the free world is a.matter of increas- 
ing importance and urgency. It may 
well be that a solution can best be 
found by steady expansion of institu- 
tions such as the International Mone- 
tary Fund and the International Bank. 
No immediate substantial change in 
British export credit schemes seemed 
necessary, but if Britain’s competitors 
extended their terms, or if world trade 
continued to fall seridusly, extensions 
or new arrangements would have to be 
considered. 

The Board of Trade has now an- 
nounced a lowering of the minimum 
value and an extension of cover in the 
scheme for capital goods exports. 


Budget Considered Cautious 


Opposition criticism has centered on 
the failure to. adopt an expansionary 
policy, and the unification of profits 
tax, particularly without an offsetting 
capital gains tax. They argue it favors 
dividend recipients at the possible risk 
of cutting investment. In the press, 
the purchase tax cuts were welcomed 
and financial commentators were 
pleased with the other changes, and 
generally were accepting the philosophy 
of the budget. 

This is essentially a standstill budg- 
et: The tax concessions will promote 

(Continued on page 20) 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








Political Tensions Slow Cuban 
Business but Sugar Industry Normal 


Cuban business was exceptionally slow throughout March. 

Political tensions and general uncertainly caused sharp declines in 
merchandising, particularly department stores, and in mining activities. 

Foreign exchange reserves declined and sugar prices were lower, 
but the harvesting, grinding, and selling of sugar continued at an ac- 


celerated pace. 


On the other hand, high levels were maintained in Government 
revenue collections and bank clearings, and additional expenditures were 
approved for defense and public works. 

The Government was expected to authorize additional quantities 
of lew-duty rice imports from the United States, and Cuban exports of 


tomatoes and cucumbers were up. 


Construction held at high levels, the new Habana Hilton Hotel 


opened, and a new color television 
The drop in sales was estimated by 

various stores at 13-28 percent, as com- 
pared with March of the preceding year. 
Sales of electric appliances declined 
about 20 percent; those of passenger 
cars and trucks, 7 percent; tires, 25 
percent; and farm implements and ma- 
chinery, 8-20 percent. Movie attendance 
was off between 75 and 80 percent 
throughout the Island. 


Revenue Collections Stable 


Despite certain business slowdown 
caused by political disturbances, official 
governmental announcements indicate 
revenue collections were stable and 
probably exceeded the amount collected 
in March 1957. Additional governmental 
expenditures were approved amounting 
to $2.9 million for the Ministry of De- 
fense as well as additional amounts for 
public works. The new approved ex- 
penditures for public works now total 
$26.6 million, which is virtually all of 
the $30 million authorized for such pur- 
poses by Law No. 18 of November 1957. 

As a result of the new budget expend- 
iture authorizations, the Ministry of 
Finance was obligated to authorize ad- 
ditional expenditures amounting to over 
$30 million for the fourth quarter of 
the present fiscal year, thus increasing 
the total obligated for the quarter to 
$102.8 million, as compared with ap- 
proximately $87 million in the preceding 
quarter. 


Foreign Exchange Reserves Down 


Cuba’s gross foreign exchange reserves 
registered $448.7 million at the end of 
the month, amounting to a net decrease 
of $1.6 million since the end of Febru- 
ary. Compared with a year ago, how- 
ever, there was a lowering of $40.3 mil- 
lion (approximately 8 percent) in the 
reserves, due primarily to the lower 
world price of sugar and the drastic 
reduction in American tourist expendi- 
tures in Cuba in the month. 


Total bank deposits registered $1,127 


station started operations. 





million, representing a $36-million in- 
crease over February and $127 million 
over a year ago. Commercial bank 
clearings for March totaled approxi- 
mately $591.6 million, which was only 
$16.1 million less than the record set in 
July 1957. The increase in bank clear- 
ings represented a 23-percent increase 
above February and 18 percent above 
March 1957. This increase was attri- 
buted largely to the acceleration in the 
sugar harvest and sugar shipments. 


Sugar Harvesting Accelerated 


Efforts on the part of rebel forces 
to cripple Cuba’s main industry served 
primarily to accelerate the harvesting, 
grinding, and selling of sugar. As of 
March 31, it was unofficially reported 
that about 4 million Spanish long tons 
of Cuba’s authorized 5.5-million-ton crop 
had been produced. The loss of sugar 
owing to acts of sabotage was negligible. 
Sugar prices, however, were approxi- 
mately 20 percent below those of a year 
ago. 

By the middle of March, all of Cuba’s 
basic low-duty rice quota from the 
United States had been imported, . By 
the month’s end indication in official 
circles were that additional quantities 
would be authorized in May for im- 
portation prior to June 30, 1958, the end 
of Cuba’s rice-quota year. 

Cuba continued to cash in on the cold 
weather damage to Florida winter vege- 
table crops. Strong U. S. demand and 
high prices encouraged increased ex- 
ports of both tomatoes and cucumbers, 
Tomato exports were 145 percent great- 
er than those of March a year ago and 
cucumber exports increased by 130 per- 
cent. 

The Habana Hilton Hotel was for- 
merly opened on March 19 despite the 
fact that construction work on the 
building had not been completed. The 
30-story building with a total of 630 
rooms has been constructed by the 






Cuban Federation of Restaurant Wy 
evs at a cost of $24 million. The 
taxing was jointly financed through 4, 
pension fund of the Federation ang 
loan from the Economic and Social }, 
velopment Bank (BANDES), a 


































agency of the Cuban Government, Wit! The 
the completion of this hotel, the tg 1 
first-class tourist accommodations jp 4 its lis 
City of Havana will be increased ,, Com 


more than 1,500 rooms, almost twice tghort tar 
number available a year ago. he “pri 

The construction industry held it? Import 
level of activity and was not percept. 
affected by the downward trend in oth. 
sectors of the economy. The demand & 
building materials remained firm, g 
the value of new building permits 
Havana Province was higher than few 
the corresponding period of 1957, 


Mining Activities Slowed 


Increasing acts of violence on 
part of rebel forces, particularly 
Oriente Province, brought mangane 
mining to a virtual standstill in 

(Continued on page 16) 





Fr. W. African Employers, 
Unions Sign Retirement P 


French West Africa was signed by sesttri 
eral employers’ associations and { 
principal labor unions on March 
effective as of January 1, 1958, 
Included in the agreement were th 
statutes of the Institution de Prev 
ance et de Retraite de l'Afrique Oc 
dentale Francaise (Insurane@ and R 


Africa) which will administer the mf 
tirement plan. All private enterpri 
in French West Africa included in 
existing “collective agreements” sys 
must adhere to, and affiliate their 
sonnel with, the provisions of the 


tirement plan. Jar 
Initial contributions to the reti | 

ment fund will be 3 percent of Of 

wages with a ceiling of 25,000 Ch 


francs a month—approximately 
(210 Colonial French African frane 
US$1 at effective rate of exchang 
The maximum contribution was & 
at 9 percent of gross wages, Of t 
initial contribution of 3 percent, 
employer will contribute 60 percen 
18 percent of gross wages—and 
employees will contribute 40 pe 
1.2 percent of his gross wages, 
The maximum yearly retirement pi 
was established at 40 percent of t 
last pay obtained. Workers who ™%, 
tired prior to January 1, 1958, and wi, 
before reaching the age of 55 yea. 
have worked at least 10 years in pf 
vate enterprise, will receive a yeal 
“pension” provisionally established & 
35,000 CFA francs (US$167).—U, 
Consulate General, Dakar, 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 
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nd by, 
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a 
it, Wity 
he ty 
1S in th 
ased 4; 
Wice fh 
ne “prior license”’ list. 
held ig? jmport of commodities in the prior 
ihicense group is subject to discretionary 
moproval of the Superintendency of Im- 
Important commodities placed in 
ig list are seeds, glues, and fertilizers, 
many products included in the fol- 












than ing categories: Spices, gums and 
7. mineral oils and _ substances, 
emicals and chemical products, phar- 
naceuticals, rubber products, paper and 
on thpaper products, textiles, glass and glass 


oducts, generators and transformers, 
tteries, tools, and shapes and castings 
jron an steel, copper, nickel, alumi- 
lead, zinc, or tin. 


nse list to the prohibited list are glyc- 
, marble, pencils, ceramic sanitary 
ures, galvanized sheet roofing, sew- 
machines, typewriters and other 
iness machines and their compo- 


a re ts, electric irons, and woolen yarn. 
‘prise bf In contrast to the tightening of re- 
| by setrictions on import of the foregoing 
and thgoods, raw tobacco and whiskey in con- 









iners holding more than 10 liters are 
ansferred from the prohibited list to 
he prior license list. This seemingly 
consistent action was taken because 
the difficulty of controlling contra- 
imports of tobacco and whiskey, 


. of taxes and import duties 
isqupon entry. 





d These changes in Colombian import 
” sys ations, effected by National Eco- 
heir Advisory Committee resolution 
the 

Jamaica Restricts Import 
of gui Of Some Canned Fruit 

00 CPi 

sly yw The Jamaican Trade Board has an- 













that canned peaches, canned 
and canned fruit cocktail have 


jas O 

lementary dollar quotas issued un- 
ent, tie Jamaica’s special dollar plan. 
sercent Th addition, a specific license is now 
and t#eduired for import of this type of 


Limited quantities ‘a the products, 
wever, may still be imported under 
t of tne 1958 U. S. token import plan. 
who #amaican importers have been notified 


and whit” t import of these items under that 
5 yeah! will be restricted to the c. i. f. 
3 in} of their imports under the 1957 
a i 

re | The Trade Board’s orders announcing 
—U, grees actions were made public on 


March 7—U. S. Consulate General, 
Kingston, 


WetNey 12, 1958 


Colombia Alters Import Controls 


The Colombian Government on April 10 made a number of changes 
its lists of specifically licensed and prohibited imports. 

Commodities included in over 200 positions of the Colombian im- 
ort tariff previously free from import restrictions are now placed in 





No. 1028, are designed to reduce im- 
_ports and conserve foreign exchange. 
It is estimated the changes will reduce 
imports by about $40 million anually.— 
U. S. Embassy, Bogota. 

, Information on Colombian import 
regulations may be obtained from the 
American Republics Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Martinique Creates 
Development Group 


A Committee for Economic Expan- 
sion of Martinique has been organized 
in Fort-de-France by the Prefect of 
the French Department and already 
has held an introductory meeting. 


Making up the committee are repre- 
sentatives of agriculture, industry, com- 
merce, banking. skilled trades, and 
labor unions, as well as of the elected 
General Council (Legislature) of the De- 
partment and of the more important 
municipalities. Members of the French 
Parliament from Martinique are also 
included. 

The tasks of the committee are to— 

@ Make an inventory of the Depart- 
ment’s various economic activities. 

@ Study possible measures for ex- 
panding industrial, commercial, and 
agricultural activities. 

@ Create a_permanent liaison and 
working relationship between the var- 
ious interests having a stake in the eco- 
nomic life of the island. 

@ Assure a permanent liaison with 
organs of the French Government and 
all commissions concerned with* over- 
seas administrations that Martinique 
may benefit from various laws and reg- 
ulations, including the law and decree 
of June 30, 1955, on the setting up and 
putting into effect of “regions.” 

@ Promote every form of economic 
expansion in the Department “within 
the framework of administration of the 
French Territories.” 

The Prefect is to be president of the 
committee; its vice presidents will be 
the president of the General Council 
and the president of the Chamber of 
Commerce; the secretary, a member of 
the Prefect’s staff; and the treasurer, 
the director of the Caisse Centrale of 
Martinique, which is the French Gov- 
ernment bank for currency control and 
economic development.—U. S. Consu- 
late, Martinque. 


Libya Exempts Foreign 
Capital From Taxes 


A foreign-capital investment law has 
been promulgated in Libya, which, ac- 
cording to an unofficial English trans- 
lation, offers Federal and Provincial 
duty and tax exemptions to projects 
deemed to improve and develop the 
Libyan economy. 

Also, repatriation of capital, profits, 
and salaries is to be unhindered. 

The law applies to projects in which 
not less than 51 percent of the capital 
is from foreign sources. It does not 
apply to oil operations, 

To be exempted, a project must be 
declared beneficial by a special com- 
mission made up of officials of the 
Libyan Ministries of Finance and Na- 
tional Economy, the National Bank, 
Agricultural Bank, Development Coun- 
cil, and a representative of the Province 
concerned, Once the commission has 
declared a project beneficial the Min- 
isters of Finance and National Economy 
then determine the scope of the exemp- 
tions, as well as the conditions to be 
imposed, including Libyan capital par- 
ticipation and number of Libyans to be 
employed.—Monthly Bulletin of Tripoli 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Copies of the law are available from 
the Near Eastern and African Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 


Department of Commerce, Washington 
a5; D: CG 





Argentina Suspends 
Import Permits 


The Argentine Central Bank on 
May 2 advised the commercial 
banks in Buenos Aires that until 
further notice no permits would 
be issued for imports from any 
country and no documentary cred- 
its with either official or free 
market exchange would be opened. 

All documentary credits opened 
before April 30 must be reported 
to the Central Bank. 


Argentine export operations re- 
portedly are not affected by this 
action, which is understood to be 
a temporary emergency measure 
to permit an appraisal of the 
country’s foreign-trade situation 
and exchange-reserve position. 

Further information is expected 
shortly and developments will be 
announced as soon as possible.— 
U. S. Embassy, Buenos Aires. 
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New Zealand Eases 
Entry of U. S. Goods 


New Zealand on March 17 issued a 
special licensing schedule providing that 
in the calendar year 1958 the same 
licensing treatrnent will be accorded 
certain U. S. and Canadian goods as is 
accorded similar imports from soft-cur- 
rency sources under a licensing schedule 
announced on January 1. 

Sixty-six: former so-called EE items, 
which before they were eliminated on 
January 1 were exempt from import 
licensing regardless of source, are now 
placed in the A category, for which li- 
censes are granted automatically for ap- 
plications not out of line with the indi- 
vidual importer’s normal trade pattern. 
Thirty-nine EE items are given the same 
percentage quotas as are soft-currency 
goods, and most remaining EE items 
are placed in the C category, which re- 
quires individual import applications 
regardless of source. 

New A-category items in which the 
United States has a special interest are: 
Pine tar; drugs; gypsum; medical in- 
struments, appliances, and materials; 
yarns; ball bearings; chain belting; car- 
bons and electrodes; X-ray tubes; cop- 
per, iron, lead, and tin in blooms, ingots, 
and pigs; certain iron products; baling 
and certain other wire; lubricating oil; 
turpentine; rosin; dried prunes; and 
plastic molding powders. 

The following former EE items of 
U. S. and Canadian origin are now given 
the same percentage quotas, based on 
1956 imports, as are similar soft-cur- 
rency goods: Patent leather, (100 per- 
cent; engines for motor vehicles, 75 per- 
cent; engines for. tractors, 90 percent; 
tractor spare parts, 90 percent; meas- 
uring, counting, testing machines, 75 
percent; chain saws, 50 percent; artifi- 
cers’ tools, 50 percent; aluminum, brass, 
copper, lead, and tin in bars and rods, 
100 percent; sausage casings, 75 per- 
cent; preserved fish, 50 percent; and 
asbestos fiber, 100 percent. 

Information on the import licensing 
on specified items may be obtained from 
the British Commonwealth Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C.—U. S. Embassy, Wellington. 





India Regulates Copper 
Purchases and Sales 


The Indian Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry has regulated the pur- 
chase and sale of various forms of 
copper at a price not exceeding the 
landed cost plus 342 percent. Although 
the regulation applies to imported cop- 
per only, the Central Government may 
by notification extend the order to 
other imported nonferrous’ metals, 
namely lead, tin, and zinc. ~ 

No person may acquire, or agree to 





ee 
acquire, any nonferrous metal except a e 
under permit issued by the Controller Nica 


of Imports. Impe@rters af nonferrous 
metals must notify the Controller of 
any quantity of nonferrous metals im- 
ported or cleared on or after April 3, 
1958. 

The new regulation, issued as a con- 
trol order under section 3 of the Es- 
sential Commodities Act of 1955, be- 
came effective April 3. 


Germany Tightens Purity 
Controls on Imported Feed 


American exporters may encounter 
difficulties if they ship to the Federal 
Republic of Germany or to Berlin feed 
of animal origin which has not been 
treated against Salmonélla, a genus of 
disease-producing bacteria, before enter- 
ing the German customs territory. 

Although at this time there is no 
German Federal law prohibiting im- 
port of animal-origin feed not previously 
disinfected, State ordinances to that 
effect do exist in Berlin, Nord Rhine- 
Westphalia, and Lower Saxony, and, 
according to the German press, similar 
ordinances became effective March 1 in 
the Hamburg and Bremen areas. 

The, German import quota for fish 
meal, announced in January (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Feb. 17, 1958, p. 8) 
applies only to fish meal previously sub- 
jected to sanitary treatment, and a 
recent import quota announcement 
covering blood meal and meat meal 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Apr. 7, 
1958, p. 7) stipulates that State vet- 
erinary regulations for import and 
transit of feed of animal origin must be 
complied with.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 








Austria Bans Sale 


Of Some Crockery 


Sale of crockery—dishes, plates, sau- 
cers, cups—of domestic and foreign 
origin, with glazing containing excessive 
amounts of lead is now prohibited in 
Austria as being detrimental to health. 

The prohibition, put into effect by a 
Federal Ministry of Social .Administra- 
tion ordinance of January 20, is in ac- 
cordance with provisions of the Austrian 
Food Law and an ordinance published 
in Federal Law Gazette No. 321/1928. 

Under the new ordinance cooking, 
eating, and drinking vessels; liquid 
measurers; and children’s toys serving as 
dinnerware may not have glazes or 
enamels that give off barite when boiled 
in 4 percent acetic acid for 30 minutes; 
antimony when boiled in 4 percent tar- 
taric acid for 30 minutes; or 2 milligrams 
or more of lead per liter content of the 
vessels when boiled 3 times, 30 miinutes 
each boiling, in 4 percent acetic acid. 

The burden of proof that imported 
crockery corresponds with legal require- 
ments rests with the importer. 


Honduras Exempts Item; 
From Surcharge 


Items entering Honduras unde 
the terms of the U. S.-Honduray 















reciprocal trade agreement of | This acti 
1936 have been specifically ari class 
exempted from the 12-percent gut into fo 


surcharge on import duties recent, As revis 
ly established by the Honduray ties, in 
Government (Foreign Commercs }yows: 
Weekly, Apr. 7, 1958, p. 7). 

This action was taken by a res. 
olution issued on March 5, which 
also stipulates that goods enter. 
ing Honduras under 
agreement with Canada and goods 
specifically listed in its free trade 
treaties with El Salvador and 
Guatemala likewise are exempted 
from the surcharge.—U. S. Em. 
bassy, Tegucigalpa. 




























Venezuela Subjects Iron, 
Steel Bars to Licensing 
Import of iron and steel bars ing 
Venezuela, covered by tariff item \j 
298B, has been made subject to i 
granting of a license by the Minis 


—U. S. 

of Development beginning April 16, a 

Imports whose consular invoices gree! 
dated on or before April 16 

oan t 


exempted. 

This action was taken, according 
the National Economic Council, 
cause the national industry of Va 


zuela is able to produce bars of a qu 
ity similar to those imported andi 
sufficient quantity to satisfy the grea 
part of domestic demand. The nation 
industry is not able to compete wi 
imports at the present low level of i 
ternational prices.—Official Gazette 
25,629, April 9, 1958. 


Iraq Extends Registration 
For Importers, Exporters 





The Iraq Government has exten 
to June 30, 1958, the period in whit 
importers and exporters must complet 
registration of their commercial 
dresses. 

The date, originally January 1, & 
has been extended for the second ti 
because of the limited facilities of t 
Iraqi Courts of First Instance, wi 
are responsible for processing 
tration for the many applicants. 

A copy of the Iraqi regulations on ff 
istration and designation of compé 
is available on loan from the Near 
ern and African Division, Bureau 


of Commerce, Washington 25, D. 
U. S. Embassy, Baghdad. 
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Nicaragua Raises 
Automobile Duties 


Nicaragua has sharply raised its im- 
yt duties on passenger automobiles. 
this action, effected by a revision of 
viff classification No. 732-01-02, was 
t into force on March 25. 

As revised, the classifications and 
ties, in percent ad valorem, are as 

























7302-01-02. Passenger automobiles, not spec- 
4 including station wagons, racing cars, 
tricars: 

»9.91-02-1. Passenger automobiles, not spec- 


2nter- ing 4-wheel-drive station wagons, 
trade 4 ac 0D c. i. f. value: 60 percent. 
good 9.01-02-2. Passenger cars from $2,600 but 


del c.i.f. value: 91 rr an 
tional 4 percent on excess over $2, ; 
as 23. Cars from $3,000 but under $3,- 
ei.f. value: 115 percent plus an addi- 
nal 7 percent on excess over $3,000. 
7a2-01-U2-4. Cars of $3,500 or more c. i. f. 
ue: 150 percent plus an additional 7 per- 
nt on excess over $3,500. 

Formerly the classification provided a 
ty of 10 percent of c. i. f. value for all 
hicles covered with an additional spe- 
ific duty of US$0.10 per gross kilogram 
» 4-wheel-drive station wagons; 


1,400 c. i. f. value; US$0.60 per kilo- 
m for cars of over $1,400 and up to 
2.200 c. i, f. value; and US$1.25 per 





© “oan to Iceland Signed 
rding®# The West German Reconstruction 
cil, ygoan Corporation, Frankfurt, and the 
f Veypevelopment Bank of Iceland on April 
signed an agreement providing for 
fa qu 4-percent loan of 8.4 miHion German 
and Hnarks to Iceland (4.2 German marks = 


a The loan is to finance Icelandic im- 

el of from the European Payments Un- 

‘ette area to implement investment proj- 
endorsed by the Icelandic Govern- 

nt. 

ation The loan is repayable within 20 


ars, amortization to begin after 2 
‘fers years—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 














vises Stamped Paper Taxes 
Bolivia has set a value of 200 bolivi- 


11 per sheet on stamped document 
nd ti and provided a new schedule of 
s of taxes applicable to stamped- 


documents (8,870  bolivianos= 


The new stamp tax on foreign-trade 
ipping documents, invoices, notes, etc., 
iginating abroad, for collection in Bo- 
la, is 2 per mil in stamps for each 
ocument, 

These revisions were put into effect 


Supreme decrees of February 4 and 
arch 28.—U. S. Embassy, La Paz. 


Wedliflay 12, 1958 





Fr. West African Mining 
Laws Available 


Copies of a _ report entitled 
“Mining Laws and Government 
Industry of French West Africa,” 
recently released by the U. S. Bu- 
reau of Mines as special supple- 
ment No. 51 to its publication 
Mineral Trade Notes, are now 
being distributed by that Bureau. 

Salient features of the regula- 
tions as presented in a codified 
version recently made available 
by the French West African Of- 
fice of Mines and Geology are 
covered in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, March 10, 1958, page 7. 

Requests for the report should 
be addressed to the Publications 
Distribution Section, U. S. Bureau 
of Mines, 4800 Forbes Street, 
Pittsburgh 13, Pa. 











1S$0.50 per kilogram for all cars up to: 


Portugal Approves 
School Building 


The Portuguese Government has ap- 
proved a program for construction of 
16 new school buildings throughout the 
country over the next 8 years at a total 
expenditure of 190 million escudos, the 
equivalent of about $6,750,000. 

According to specifications set forth in 
the decree-law under which the plan 
was approved, each school will have 
24 rooms. Buildings are to cost $350,- 
000 to $470,000 each, a variation due to 
differences in land and construction 
costs in the various areas. 


Although no building schedule is set 
forth, construction. apparently will be 
spreag throughout the 8-year period. 
To cover costs of the program the State 
will provide from its annual budget a 
special item in the Ministry of Public 
Works’ extra ordinary budget. 

The law points out that this school- 
building program is without parallel 
in the history of Portugal and that the 
end result should have a decisive in- 
fluence on the progress and future of 
the country.—U. S. Embassy, Lisbon. 


EL SALVADOR 


Controls Paper Stock Export 


El Salvador has placed under export 
control paper and cardboard waste, in- 
cluding used boxes and cardboard manu- 
factures; old books and file folders; cel- 
lulose waste; and cardboard in sheets 
or strips of any size, suitable as raw 
material for the manufacture of paper 
and cardboard. 

This action, taken by decree No. 2582, 
published on February 3 and effective 
8 days thereafter, was recommended by 








FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Rhodesia-Nyasaland Alters 
Certificates of Origin 


The Federation of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland has issued supplementary 
instructions for completion of para- 
graph 5 (c) of the combined certificate 
of value and origin of imports. 


It has also warned that foreign rates 
of duty, that is duties on imports from 
non-British countries, will now be 
charged on all goods imported into the 
Federation failing to comply with the 
new instructions. ‘ 

The change-in instructions is of par- 
ticular significance to firms whose 
products are subjected to manufactur- 
ing processes in the United Kingdom or 
British Commonwealth countries. 

The subject paragraph reads in part 
as follows: 

5 (c) Wholly or partially manufactured in 
(country), in which country it was sub- 
jected to its last process of manufacture, 
that the expenditure in material produced 
and/or labor performed in the said country 
(together with material produced and/or 
labor performed in any other specified 
countries), etc. 

The supplemental instructions state 
that either the word “wholly” or “par- 
tially,” according to percentage of man- 
ufacture in applicable country, must be 
deleted and initialed and the phrase in 
brackets must be deleted entirely and 
initialed —U. S. Consulate General, 
Salisbury. 

A facsimile of the combined certifi- 
cate of value and origin appears in 
Department of Commerce publication 
“Preparing Shipments to the Federa- 
tion of Rhodesia and Nyasaland.” 
World Trade Information Service series, 
part 2, No. 56-96, September 1956, 
page 3. 





the Ministry of Economy as a benefit to 
local producers.—Diario Oficial, Febru- 
ary 3, 1958. 


INDIA 


Lowers Two Export Duties 


India Khas lowered its export duty on 
castor oil from 175 rupees to 100 rupees 
a long ton, effective April 8 (1 rupee= 
US$0.21). 

On the same date the export duty on 
nigerseed was reduced from 150 rupees 
to 50 rupees a ton. . 





Eases Export of Manganese 


The Indian Government announced 
on April 2 that exporters of manganese 
ore will now be permitted to ship all 
grades of the mineral under their ex- 
port quotas. 

Formerly, since July 1, 1957, export- 
ers were required to use at least 40 per- 
cent of their quotas for ores having a 
manganese content not greater than 42 
percent. 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Consumer Goods, Crude Petroleum, 
Transformers Wanted Overseas 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data 
are available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Argentina 

Crude petroleum, 3,520,000 barrels; 
bids opened May 14 for 3,150,000 barrels 
and May 15 for 370,000 barrels by Ya- 
cimientos Petroliferos Fiscales, Room 


309/310, Empire State Building, 350 
Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
Belgian Congo 

Products for laboratories, estimated 


cost $20,000, tender No. 4/722/58; bids 
opened May 28 at Direction des Appro- 
visionnements, 1 rue de la Regence, 
Brussels, Belgium, and at Salle du Con- 
seil des Adjudications du Gouvernement 
General, Batiment Administratif, Ave- 
nue Pierre Ryckmans and Avenue Mar- 
tin Rutten, Leopoldville-Kalina. 
Specifications may be obtained for $1 
plus postage from Comptable des Fi- 
nances du Gouvernement General, Bati- 
ment Administratif, Leopoldville-Kalina. 


Ceylon 

Pharmaceuticals for use in Govern- 
ment medical institutions; bids invited 
until July 8 by the Chairman, Tender 
Board, Ministry of Health, P. O. Box 
No. 500, Colombo.* 


Ecuador 

Reinforcing rods, 33 tons, diameters 
ranging from % inch to 1% inches; 
galvanized wire, 15 tons, No. 18; and 
nails, 3,000 pounds, 2% inches. 

Bids invited until May 22 by the Min- 
istry of Defense, Military Construction 
Department, Genergl Staff of the Armed 
Services, Quito.* 


El Salvador 


Printing presses, 2, tender No. 88; 
bids opened May 20 by the La Provee- 
duria General de la Republica, San Sal- 
vador. Tender notice in Spanish.* « 


India 
Electrical equipment for Sharavathi 
Hydro-Electrical Project in Mysore 


State including: Turbines, specification 
SPC.EL.Enq. No. 16186—95758 (E. D. 
1533); generators, SPC. 11 Enq. No. 
16187—ED 1534; penstocks, Eng. No. 
EL. 16118/75758; and electric hoist, Enq. 
No. 1630/XI 5758. Bids invited until 
May 31 by the Secretary, Stores Pur- 
chase Committee, Government of My- 
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sore, Asiatic Building, Kempogowda 
Road, Bangalore 9, Mysore. 

Specifications may be purchased from 
the India Supply Mission, 2536 Massa- 
chusetts Avenue NW., Washington 8, 
D. C., at $6.30 a set for the turbines 
and $10.50 each for the others. 


Supply of transformers for Shara- 
vathi generating station and Shimoga 
and Bangalore receiving stations; bids 
invited until July 15 by the Secretary, 
Stores Purchase Committee, Govern- 
ment of Mysore, at the given address. 
Tender documents may be obtained from 
the Trade Agent for Mysore in London, 
28 Cockspur Street, Trafalgar Square, 
London, S.W.1., for $8.40 a set. 


Electric are furnace, capacity 4% ton 
steel scrap an hour; electric indication 
furnace, same capacity; heat-treating 
furnaces, various types; and drying 
ovens, and other foundry equipment. 
Tenders invited by the Principle Nach- 
imuthu Polytechnic, Pollachi.* 


Iran 
General merchandise including food- 
stuffs, stationery, textiles, clothing, 


chinaware, cutlery, kitchen appliances, 
refrigeration, radios, televisions, sewing 
machines, etc., for stocking Iranian Air 
Force Co-Op. Further information may 
be obtained from General Sanii, Man- 
aging Director, Procurement and Pur- 
chase Department, Ministry of -War, 
Tehran, 


Seamless steel pipe, 80 pieces, 102- 
millimeter diameter, 6500-millimeter 
length; bids invited until June 14 by 
Armament Department of Imperial 
Iranian Army, Tehran. Conditions and 
specifications may be obtained from the 
Iranian Embassy, 3005 Massachusetts 
Avenue N.W., Washington, D. C. 


Galvanized iron wire, 430 mertic tons, 
4-millimeter; copper wire, 1 metric ton, 
2-millimeter; turnbuckles, 1,400 pieces; 
special hooks, 1,000 pieces; bolts and 
screws, 2,000 pieces; and twisted steel 
cable, 10,000 meters. Bids invited until 
June 29 by the Department of Construc- 
tion, Ministry of Roads and Communica- 
tions, Tehran. Offers will be accepted 
for one, or all the items. 

Specifications may be obtained for $7 
a set from Contracts Section, Depart- 
ment of Construction, Ministry of Roads 


i 


Institute in Ceylon 
Needs Soils Chemis 


Applications for appointment as a 
soils chemist for the Rubber Resear, 
Institute of Ceylon, are invited by the 
director of the institute. 


Applicants should have a universj 
degree, research experience, and a sound 
knowledge of modern methods’ of fieg 
experimentation. The appointee Will be 
expected to undertake research on gj) 
problems relating to the cultivation ang 
manurial requirements of Hevea bragjj. 
iensis. 

American citizens interested in apply. 
ing for this post should send their ap. 
plications by June 20 to the Directo, 
Rubber Research Institute of Ceylon 
Agalawatta, Ceylon. A copy of the ap 
pleation also should be sent to the See. 
retary, London Advisory Committee for 
Rubber Research (Ceylon and Malaya) 
Imperial Institute, London, S.W.7, Eng. 
land. 

A copy of the Institute’s announce 
ment giving information on salary, a} 
lowance, and terms and conditions of 
appointment is available on loan from 
the Trade Development Division, By 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De 
parment of Commerce, Washington 3 
~ 


Greek Agricultural Bank 
Reduces Parathion Tender 


The Agricultural Bank of Greece 
Permanent Supplies Committee, 23 B 
Venezelos Street, Athens, has reduce 
from 12 tons to 6 tons its tender fo 
parathion. The bid deadline of June j 
remains unchanged. 

Copies of the revised tender are avail 
able on loan from the Trade Develop 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

This trade opportunity was announce 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Apri 
28, page 11. 








and Communications, Avenue Saad 


Tehran. 


Iraq 

Laundry equipment, field and perma 
ent type, for Iraqi army personnel 
prices and literature invited via airmal 
by Brigadier Atah Saleh, Chief, Com 
tracts and Purchasing Department, Min 
istry of Defense, Baghdad, 

Supply and erection of 250-kilowatl 
diesel electric generating set with cor 
trol switchgear and two 50-kilovolt am 
pere transformers; bids invited until 
June 7 by the Directorate General ¢ 
Municipalities, Baghdad, Bid document 
may be obtained from that authorilj 
for $8.40, not refundable. Bids must 
accompanied by bank guaranty.® 
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New Zealand Invites 
Tenders for Towers 


The State Hydro-Electric Depart- 
ment, Wellington, invites tenders until 
August 5 for the supply and delivery at 
Auckland of 350 220-kilovolt single cir- 
cuit galvanized steel transmission line 
towers comprising 19 heavy strain 
towers, 26 angle towers, 50 heavy su- 
spension towers, and 255 standard su- 
spension towers. 

Telegraphic tenders addressed Tender 
No. 336, Waterpower, Wellington, will 
be admitted for consideration provided 
the telegram states total price and is 
handed into any telegraphic office not 
later than the bid deadline; in this case, 
however, a formal tender is to be lodged 
as soon as possible. 

Plans and specifications, reference 
No. SHD 23/82/2, and 23/58/2, are 
available on loan from the Senior New 
Zealand Trade Commissioner, 1145 19th 
Street NW., Washington, D. C., and 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D, C. 


Firms Wanted To Construct 
Port Facilities in Ecuador 


Bids for construction of port works in 
Manta, Manabi Province, are invited 
until July 9 by the Secretary, Board 
of Bid Solicitors, Ministry of the 
Treasury, Quito, Ecuador. 


Work is to be completed within 36 
calandar months. The project is being 
financed by income from a special tax 
which by the end of 1958 should pro- 
vide about 14 million sucres ($933,380). 

Contractural documents, plans, etc., 
may be obtained, upon payment of 
$66.67, from Rader and Associates, 111 
NE. 2d Avenue, Miami 32, Florida, or 
from the offices of the same company 
in the Ministry of Public Works and 
Communications, Quito. 








Specifications for Iranian 
Railway Switches Availdble 


Specifications and conditions cover- 
ing 250 complete units of railway 
switches of heavy rail, type U 33, are 
available from the Embassy of Iran, 
3005 Massachusetts Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. Bid deadline for these 
Switches is June 15. 

This trade opportunity was published 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 5, 
page 10, 





Yugoslavia’s 1957 tobacco crop was 
123 million pounds, about double the 
1956 crop and near the 1961 goal of 130 
Million pounds, the Foreign Agricultur- 
al Service reports. 


May 12, 1958 





Yugoslav Firm Invites 


Chemical Plant Bids 


The Yugoslav firm of Vardar 
invites tenders for construction 
of an electrolytic caustic soda 
and chemical plant and facilities 
to produce other chemicals based 
on sodium chloride and chlorine. 

The firm is* also interested in 
a licensing arrangement with an 
American firm. Those interested 
should write to Vardar, Skopje, 
Yugoslavia, for further informa- 
tion. 











Portuguese Power Company 
Wants 20 Cement Trucks 


HICA—Hidro Electrica do Cavado, 
S.A.R.L., in Oporto, is constructing dams 
in the Cavado and Rabagao hydroelec- 
tric project and wishes to purchase 20 
diesel-powered trucks and 17 trailers for 
transporting bulk cement. 

Each combination of truck and trailer 
must have a cargo capacity of about 
20 metric tons and may be equipped 
with pneumatic loading/unloading 
device. 

Interested firms should write. HICA, 
at 567-20° Rua de Sa da Bandeira, 
Oporto, Portugal, for detailed infor- 
mation. A plan of the truck is available 
on loan from the Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





Argentina Invites Tenders 
On Construction of Dam 


Tenders are invited until July 25 by 
Agua y Energia Electrica, the State 
power agency of Argentina, for con- 
struction in San Luis Province of a dam 
on the Quinto River, a canal leading 
to Villa Mercedes and a reservoir. 

The dam is estimated to cost $2,300,- 
000; the 57-kilometer canal, $2,100,000; 
and the reservoir, $1,600,000. 

Firms interested in bidding on this 
work may obtain further information 


from Agua y Electrica, Talleras y 
Suministros, La Valle, 1554, Buenos 
Aires. 





Egypt Extends Deadline 


The Director General, Mechanical and 
Electrical Department, Ministry of Pub- 
lic Works, Cairo, has extended to May 
26 the deadline for submitting bids 
for the supply and erection of Daman- 
hour power station water filtering plant. 

This project was reported in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, March 17, page 9, 
and March 31, page 7. 


Installations for NATO 
Open to U. S. Bidders 


Four new projects, in France, Nor- 


way, Belgium, and Greece, have been 
opened to U. S. bidders under the in- 
ternational bidding procedure of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has reported. 


The project in France calls for sup- 
ply of munitions shelter doors to be in- 
stalled at airfields at an estimated cost 
of $228,000. Firms interested in bidding 
should register their intention before 
May 17 with the Direction de 1l'Infra- 
structure de l’Air, 26 boulevard Victor, 
Paris. 


The project in Norway calls for sup- 


ply and installation of electrical equip- 
ment for a submarine charging plant. 


_Included in the list are 3 rectifiers, 3 


transformers, contraction and discon- 
necting switches, and about 3,600 meters 
of distribution cable. Estimated cost 
is not given. 

Firms interested in bidding on this 
project should file their intention be- 
fore May 15 with Forsvarets Anleggs- 
direktorat, Parkveier 68, Oslo. A short 
resume of their qualifications should be 
enclosed. 


Construction in Belgium Planned 


The Belgian project, estimated to 
cost $120,000, calls for construction and 
installation of a petroleum products 
depot comprising the supply and lay- 
ing of canalizations, manifolds and 
tanks, and the construction of covered 
warehouses. 

Firms interested in bidding should 
register their intention by May 20 with 
Ministere De La Defense Nationale De 
Belgique, Service General Des Con- 
structions Militaires, Direction Pipe 
Line, Caserne Prince Baudouin, Place 
Dailly, Brussels, referring to bid re- 
quest reference number DPL 11/58. 
Specifications should be available about 
June 7 with bid deadline 8 weeks later. 


The project in Greece, estimated to 
cost over $2 million, calls for construc- 
tion of liquid fuel installations. Firms 
wanting to bid on this project must 
signify their intention by May 19 to 
the General Air Staff, Ministry of Na- 
tional Defense, Athens, making refer- 
ence to Work K6. The closing date for 
bids is June 11. 


U. S. firms not already certified to 
participate in NATO work should send 
a resume of their qualifications to the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., as described in the brochure on 
the NATO international competitive 
bidding program available from that 
Division. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. 

While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good repute, 
the U. S. Department of Commerce can- 
not assume responsibility for any trans- 
actions undertaken with these firms. 
The usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 
France 

Vve. Lafontan & Ses Enfants (pro- 
ducer, wholesaler, exporter), Castelnau- 
d’Auzan, Gers, wishes to export direct 
large quantities of Armagnac Jeune, a 
newly distilled brandy of fine aroma 


and quality of a type which, it claims, 
has not been commercialized; also, 
Armagnac Vieux, a brandy of standard 
age and quality—in 75-centiliter glass 
bottles, or in wooden casks of 200 to 
300 liters each. Photograph and illus- 
trated leaflet available.* 





Italy 
Azienda Agricola Conte Giuseppe 
Pavoncelli (producer and exporter of 


wine and olive oil), Cerignola (Foggia), 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
high-quality wines as follows: Santo 
Stefano, red table wine; Torre Giulia, 


white wine; and Mistella, sweet des- 
sert wine. 
Bicycles 
France 

Societe des Cycles Rochet (Societe 
Maniere) (manufacturer, wholesaler, 


exporter), Malemort, Correze, (mailing 
address: Boite Postale 154, Brive, Cor- 
reze, France) wishes to export direct 
or through agent, except in Michigan 
where already represented, very good 
quality de luxe bicycles for men, women, 
and children, for tourism, sports, and 
other uses; also special types and pro- 
fessional models for racing, cyclotour- 
ing, ete. Catalog available.* 
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Chamois Skins 
France 


Etablissements Les Fils de T. Boinot | 


(producer, wholesaler, exporter of cham- 
ois skins, and chamois skins and woolen 
gloves for men and women), 41 Boule- 
vard Main, Niort, Deux-Sevres, wishes 
to export preferably direct but will 
consider through agent large quantities 


of good-quality double-dressed chamois 
skins. 


Color Slides 
Southern Rhodesia 


Central African Photographic Manu- 
facturing & Distributing Co. (whole- 
saler of photographic goods; producer 
and exporter of 35-mm. color transpar- 
encies), c/o Clinton Studios, Angwa St., 
Salisbury, wishes to export through a 
wholesaler distributor 35-mm. ~ color 
slides of African wild animals in sets 
of 12 and/or 6. 


Curios, Novelties, Handicrafts 
Italy 


Fratelli Criecchio (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), Via Ruggero Loria 56, Palermo, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent miniature decorated carts indige- 
nous to Sicily that can be used either 
as decorations or toys. 


Electronic Tubes 
Italy 


ELSi ]’Elettronica Sicula S.p.a. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 79 Via Villagrazia, 
Palermo, wishes to export direct or 
through agent electronic tubes, includ- 
ing thyratrons, gas and vacuum recti- 
fiers, and x-ray tubes. 


Fiber Products 
Brazil 


Rimon Seleme & Cia. (manufacturer 
and wholesalér), Rua 12 de Setembro 
757, Canoinhas, Santa Catarina, wishes 
to -export direct flower vases and pot- 
ting plants of vegetable fiber. Illus- 
trated and descriptive leaflet with price- 
list available in Portuguese.* 


Fibroin 
Germany 


Franz Holstein (manufacturer, ex- 
porter of silk fibroin; importer of nat- 
ural silk yarns and other textile raw 
materials), 41 Philadelphiastrasse, Kre- 
feld, wishes to export direct or through 
agent 100 kg. of 100% pure silk fibroin 
for cosmetics and natural remedies. 
Sample and descriptive leaflet avail- 
able.* 


Foodstuffs 
France 


Conserveries de l'Adour (manufac- 
turer, producer, wholesaler, exporter of 
canned meat products), route de Bor- 
deaux, Aire-sur-Adour, wishes to export 


direct or through agents s 

in meat products large quantities of 
very good quality Foies Gras de YAdow 
canned goose liver, truffled goose liver 
blocks, turkey and goose livers, an 
goose liver pies. 


Italy 


Industria Siciliana Latte, Spy 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter ¢ 
cheese), Via Archimede, Ragusa, wish 
to export direct or through agent 1% / 
quintals (1 quintal = 220.46 lbs.) mon 
of Italian cheese, including Provolgy 
and Caciocavalli. 


Mexico 


Comercio Nacional, S. de R. L. (com. 
mission merchant), Napoles No, a 
Mexico, D. F., wishes to export direg 
or through regional agents large quap. 
tities of rice, bananas, black and whit 
pepper, honey, lemon oil, and a mini. 
mum of 20 tons of peanuts. 


Portugal 

GEL-MAR — Empresa Distribuidon 
de Produtos Alimentares, Lda. (pm 
ducer, wholesaler, exporter of froze 
fish), 29-1° Rua D. Pedro V, Lisbon, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
whole, pieces, and fillets of frozen fis; 
—initially, 5 tons monthly of fillets anj 
130 tons of whole fish. Firm desirg 


instructions regarding shipping an 
particularly U. S. requirements. 
Footwear 

France 


Societe d’Exploitation des Establisse. 
ments Baudou (manufacturer, whole 
saler, exporter of.rubber footwear ani 
related articles, and inner tubes an 
puncture-proof tires), Les Eglisotte 
Gironde, wishes to export direct @ 
through agent men’s and women’s good 
quality molded rubber boots for farm 
work, sports, and other uses; also half 
boots and ankle boots with nonskii 
vulcanized sole; summer shoes with 


aerated carrvas upper and molded rub} 


ber sole; flexible slippers of woolen fab 
ric and microcellular sole; and molde 
clogs with strong nonskid sole. Iu 
trated and descriptive leaflets avails 
ble.* 


Furniture 
Hong Kong 


Blair & Co., Ltd. (export merchant), 
212-216 Windsor House, wishes to & 
port direct high-quality rattan fural 
ture. Catalog available.* 

Start Commercial Corp. (export met 
chant handling rattan wares and ratta 
furniture), 205 Wing Lok St., Grouni 
Floor, wishes to export direct ané 
through regional agents in New Yor 
and California 2,000 pieces monthly @ 
first- and second-grade rattan furt 
ture, especially chairs. Catalog of phe 
tographs, price list, and samples of rat 
tan available.* 
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cm bce oa 
alizing Handtools 
‘ies of Germany 
"Ado Max Joerges (manufacturer, export- 
® live } er) 30 Neuenhoferstrasse, Wuppertal- 
° Hahnerberg, wishes to export direct or 
am} irough agent fretwork sets, and tool 
sets for children, Illustrated and de- 
scriptive leaflets. with price list avail- 
* 
Spa able 
‘ter | Hardware 
Wishes | Germany 
nt 19 / 
onthly| Berger & Porbeck (manufacturer, ex-. 
OVOloni er of bolts, locks, fittings, tools, 
rasps, and turned parts), 8/11 Werde- 
ner Strasse, Velbert, wishes to export 
direct or through agent 10 to 20 tons 
(com. monthly of bolts, locks, tools, and rasps. 
No. 9} qilustrated and descriptive leaflets and 
direct pricelist available.* 
' quan. 
| whit} Household Appliances 
| mini} Germany 
Bergisch Maerkisches Eisenwerk 
Franz Metzger (manufacturer, exporter 
Duidon | of household machines and malleable 
(pro, cast iron), 14 Hohenzollernstrasse, Vel- 
frow} bert/Rhid., wishes to export direct or 
Lisbon, through agent large quantities of hand- 
1 agent operated food grinding and mincing 
en fish} machines. Illustrated and descriptive 
ts ani) leaflets available.* 
g an| Machinery 
Germany 
Croning & Co. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), Kronskamp 131, Wedel/Hol- 
stein, wishes to export direct or through 
abliss.| agent 6 monthly of high-quality shell 
whol} molding equipment for foundries. Illus- 
ar an} trated and descriptive leaflets availa- 
es and ble.* 
= Marble and Granite 
s goo.) /srael 
v farm Lime & Stone Production Co., Ltd. 
So hall} (producer, wholesaler, exporter), P.O. 
nonskid} Box 4854, Haifa, wishes to export di- 
with} rect large quantities of all grades of 
od Tub} Galilee marble blocks and slabs in 
en fab} beige-yellow and golden veined; and 
molded ' gray, pink, and spotted Eilat granite. 
. Illu¢ Catalog available.* 
availa 
Motors, Miniature 
Japan 
Hirahara & Co. Ltd. (Hirahara 
chant Shoji K.K.) (export-import merchant), 
') No. 4 Higashi-Ginza 8-chome, Chuo-ku, 
to &) Tokyo, wishes to export direct or 
furs through agent 5,000 monthly of high- 
} quality miniature induction micromo- 
rt Me) tors—2,400-2,600 r.p.m., 100-110 v., a.c., 
Tatta} 35 w. Illustrated and descriptive leaf- 
Grouml) jet available.* 
t and 
“ea West 's-Foot Oil 
| . 
Pe ustralia 
of pho J. R. Hinchley & Co., Pty., Ltd. (im- 
of rat} Port-export merchant), Room 8, Fourth 
Floor, 293 Queen St., Brisbane, Queens- 
Weel’ May 12, 1958 
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| World Trade Directory 
- on private foreign firms or indi- © 
*, Trade Leads and Investment Op- 
- able to qualified U. S. firms—or 


i gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
4 Commerce, U. S. Department of 


* trade and financial reputation, and 




























Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports : 
viduals mentioned in the World 3 


portunities departments of For- 
eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 


will be prepared on request— 
through the Commercial Intelli- 


Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
for $1 each. The reports also may 
be obtained through the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. 

Requests for these reports 
should include the names and ad- # 
dresses of the firms or individ- 
uals. 
= The information given in a 
* World Trade Directory report 
usually includes lines of goods 
handled, operation methods, size 
of business, capital, sales volume, 


© other pertinent business informa- 
* tion. 


land, wishes to export direct or through 
agent neat’s-foot oil in’ 2-ton lots—28° 
F. ASTM cloud point. Company claims 
the oil is of high grade, i., a cold 
test less than freezing point of water. 


Perfumes 
France 


Andre Perron (Parfumerie de la 
Comedie) (wholesaler, retailer, distrib- 
utor, and exporter of beauty products 
and toilet preparations), 25 rue Esprit- 
des-Lois, Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes to 
export direct a variety of fragrances of 
good to high-quality de luxe French 
perfumes in classic or fancy containers, 
in lots of 24 bottles, and available in 
vials having a net content of 1 to 4 
oz. each. Pricelist available.* 


Reptiles, Birds and Mammals 
Israel 


Jacob Till (exporter of tropical fish, 
exotic birds, and reptiles), Hamoshavot 
Squaré, Tel Aviv, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent large quantities 
of reptiles, birds, and animals from 
Israel. Firm also claims to be prepared 
to sell directly to universities, zoologi- 
cal gardens, and others. Descriptive list 
available.* 


Textiles 
India 

Pande Bros. (Private), Ltd. (export 
merchant), 7 Chittaranjan Ave., Cal- 
cutta 13, wishes to export direct hand- 
loomed silk and zari products of all 
varieties—washable and fast colors. 
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Watch Bands 
France 


FABREX, S.A. (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter), 5 rue de la Martiniere, 
Ambilly-Annemasse, Haute-Savoie, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent good-quality expansion wrist 
watch bands of steel, oxidized alumi- 
num, and brass. Stock—50,000 bands. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural Equipment 
Iran 


H. Mottahedan & Co. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
sion merchant), Saraye Omid, Tehran, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for tractors, sprayers, genera- 
tors, and pumps. See announcément un- 
der Foreign Visitors in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, March 31, page 13. 


Chemicals 
Iran 


H. Mottahedan & Co. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
sion merchant), Saraye Omid, Tehran, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
agency for agricultural and industrial 
chemicals. See announcement under 
Foreign Visitors in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, March 31, page 13. 


Clothing 
Germany 


Duesseldorfer Strumpfzentrale GmbH 
(importer, wholesaler of knitted goods, 
hosiery, and shawls), 47 Schadow- 
strasse, Duesseldorf, wishes to purchase 
direct hosiery and knitted goods. 

Iraq 

Haj Kassim Haj Issa (importer, 
wholesaler, retailer of tea and sugar), 
Amara, wishes to represent in Iraq a 
U. S. exporter of second-hand clothing. 





Qatar 
Oriental Trading Co. (importing 
wholesaler, retailer), P. O. Box 96, 


Doha, wishes ‘to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for skirts, coats, and 
nightgowns for women; and summer 
suits, jackets, and topcoats, hats and 
peaked caps, cotton underwear, trunks, 
swimming suits and trunks, socks, muf- 
flers, and accessories for men. 


Cotton, Raw 


Portugal 

Interposto Comercial e Industrial do 
Norte, Lda. (importer, agent), 15-16 
Praca da Liberdade, Oporto, wishes to 


purchase direct and seeks agency for 
raw cotton, 


Cremator 
Canada 


Brookside Memorials ( cemetery), 17 
Iroquois Bay, St. Boniface, Manitoba, 
wishes to purchase direct a body cre- 
mator, single unit, adaptable to adding 
second unit. Firm wishes information on 
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Iraq Calls for Tenders 
On Housing Project 


Tenders for construction of the 
Mosul Sugar Factory Housing 
Scheme are invited until June 1 
by the Development Board, Min- 
istry of Development, Baghdad. 

The project comprises 30 houses 
of various sizes and types, con- 
struction of main and _ interior 
roads, water electrical, and sew- 
age installations, and other inci- 
dental work. Bid documents may 
be obtained from the Director 
General of Legal Affairs and Con- 
tracts, Ministry of Development, 
Baghdad, on payment of $42 a set 
which is not refundable. A de- 
posit of $5,000 must accompany 
the bid. ; 

A copy of the bid documents is 
available on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
2, D. C. 











oil, gas, and electrical fired units at an 
early date, so. that a decision may be 
reached soon on the cremator to be in- 
stalled. 
Dental Supplies 
Egypt . 
Mohamed Abdel Mottaleb (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 14, 
July 26th St., Cairo, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for dental sup- 
plies. 
Fats and Oils 
Pakistan 
Mohamed Amin Abdul Latif (import- 
er, exporter, commission agent), 12 Kur- 
baniganj, P. O. Box 288, Chittagong, 
wishes to purchase direct cottonseed 
oil, prime summer bleachable quality; 


and extra fancy inedible white mutton 
tallow, Titer 42, FFA 4% FAC-3 MIU 


1%. 
Fertilizer 
Germany 
Hubertus Elstermann (importing dis- 
tributor), Hohenhorst/Uetersen, Hol- 


stein, wishes to pufchase direct ferti- 
lizer, calcium cyanamide with 2% re- 
sidual carbide, and 1 to 2 m. grain (ker- 
nels); 10 metric tons immediate ship- 
ment, later approximately 200 tons. 


Fibers, Synthetic 


Portugal 


Interposto Comercial e Industrial do 
Norte, Lda. (importer, agent), 15-16 
Praca da Liberdade, Oporto, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
man-made fibers. 
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Foodstuffs 
France 

Merle & Cie (wholesaler, importing 
distributor, commission merchant, sell- 
ing agent), 39 rue de la Devise, Bor- 
deaux, Gironde, wishes to purchase di- 
rect and seeks agency for good-quality 


canned food products — principally 
canned fish such as pilchards, salmon, 
and tunafish—as well as dried prunes 
and other American dried fruits. 


Handtools 
Germany 

Emil Lux (importer, wholesaler), 
45/47 Bruederstrasse, Remscheid, wishes 
to purchase direct do-it-yourself tools 
and implements, including hard metal 
tipped drills for drilling in stone, bricks, 
concrete, etc.,*as well as for drilling 
machines and attachments giving both 
a rotary and a hammer action. 


Hardware 
Brazil 

Victorio Poletto S/A - Comercio e In- 
dustria (manufacturer, exporter, im- 


porter), Avenida Barao do Rio Branco 
72, Cacador, Santa Catarina, wishes to 
purchase direct hardware, as well as 
light machinery. 


Lumber 
Italy 


Salvatore Patti (importing distribu- 
tor), 14 Via Carcaci, Catania, wishes to 
purchase direct lumber. 


Machinery 
French Somaliland 


J. J. Kothari & Cie S.A.R.L, (import- 
er), Box 171, Djibouti, wishes to pur- 
chase direct cotton textile machinery, 
including spinning, weaving, and finish- 
ing machines, (6,000 spindles, 60 looms). 
Firm will act as purchasing agent for 
company planning to construct a textile 
mill in Ethiopia, and wishes to obtain 
machinery information, including price 
quotations. 


India 


Hindustan Steel Products (wholesaler 
of bicycle parts), 20/1 Asaf Ali Road, 
New Delhi, wishes to purchase direct 
wire drawing plant to manufacture bi- 
cycle wheel spokes capable of producing 
the following quantities of wire in 200 
working hours: 50 long tons of 14-gage 
wire; and 50 long tons of 15-gage wire. 
Firm desires full details on this plant, 
together with technical data, earliest 
delivery date, and lowest c.if. Indian 
port quotations in Indian rupees. 


Netherlands 


Technisch Verkoopkantoor Gefra (im- 
porting distributor), 2 Melkwegstraat, 
The Hague, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency for machines for filling 
bottles and cans with liquids, packaging 
machinery for foodstuffs, and pallet 
loaders. 


Pakistan 


Latif Bros. (manufacturer, whol 
reiailer of furniture), 99 McLeod Road, 
Lahore, wishes to purchase direct aut, 
matic wooden furniture manufac 
machinery as follows: 1 surface planj 
squaring up and jointing machine; } 
single spindle molding machine; 1 thick. 
ness planer, 25” width of cut; 1 dove. 
tailing machine; 1 sanding machine, 
and any other machines necessary to j,. 
stall a furniture manufacturing factory, 
Technical details for installation, ang 
catalogs with pricelists desired by firm, 


Wales 


J. Taylor (Cardiff), Ltd. (importing 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent), § 
Park Grove, Cardiff, wishes to purchase 
direct packing machines and mate 
including stapling machines and staples 





banding machines, and adhesive tapes, | Ehler: 
Newsprint eo | 
Portugal preferre 

Interposto Comercial e Industria] do fate pro 
Norte, Ltda. (importer, agent), 15-16} paper ¢' 


Praca da Liberdade, Oporto, wishes tp Steel P 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 


newsprint. New Ze 
H. E. 
Oils and Greases utor), 5 


Syria ton, wi 

Antoun Nasri Moussalli (commission }y, §. 1 
merchant), P. O. Box 162, Aleppo} for the 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks} orname 


manufacturer’s agency for commercial} tainers. 
oils and greases. Textile 
Perambulators Italy 
Italy Salva 
Salvatore Patti (importing distribu} tor), 14 
tor), 14 Via Carcaci, Catania, wishes to purchas 
purchase direct or obtain agency fo 
perambulators. Tinplat 
Pharmaceuticals yy 
Iran mercha 
H. Mottahedan & Co. (importing dis} to pure 


tributor, manufacturer’s agent, commis-| tyrer’s 
sion merchant), Saraye Omid, Tehran} waste 1 
wishes to purchase direct and obtain 

agency for pharmaceuticals. See ak} AGE 
nouncement under Foreign Visitors, 1#}-—-— 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, March 3 Clothir 


page 13. 

Italy — 
Salvatore Patti (importing distribt importi 

tor), 14 Via Carcaci, Catania, wishes 


purchase direct pharmaceuticals. me 
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Plastic Bags Barbad 
Wales wearin, 


J. Taylor (Cardiff), Ltd. (importing ssie 
distributor, manufacturer’s agent), ? 
Park Grove, Cardiff, wishes to purchas 
direct polyethylene and cellophane bags wholes: 


. . . . agent), 
Precision, Scientific Instruments | agency 
France are wil 


Equipements Industriels (importer, 1? agent 
tailer, wholesaler, commission merchaml{ Nexper 
handling scientific and industrial instr} 4ppare 
ments and equipment), 1 rue Monticelli} men, \ 
Paris XIV, wishes to purchase dirett] ‘otton 
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U. S. manufacturers high-quality 

spectrometers, flame photo- 

gas phase chromatographs, proc- 

control apparatus, and various 
scientific instruments. 


Sweden 

svenska AB. Philips, Measuring De- 
nt (importing distributor, man- 

yfacturer’s agent, manufacturer), P.O. 

Box 6077, Stockholm 6, wishes to pur- 
direct and seeks agency from 

y, §. manufacturers of industrial and 

 aboratery instruments, especially digi- 


ups for physical and chemical measure- 
ments, Catalog illustrating products sold 
by firm available.* 


ai Materials 

Germany 

Ehlers & Rigel (importer, manufac- 
turer’s agent), 5 Altenwall, Bremen, 


wishes to purchase direct, but agency 
preferred, raw materials or intermedi- 
ate products for the manufacture of 
paper glues, and other glues, 


Steel Products 
New Zealand 

H. E. Napier, Ltd. (importing distrib- 
utor), 5th Floor, D.I.C. Bldg., Welling- 
ton, wishes to purchase direct from 
U. 8. manufacturers cast steel molds 
for the manufacture of concrete garden 
ornaments and plant and shrub con- 
tainers. 


Textiles 
Italy 

Salvatore Patti (importing distribu- 
tor), 14 Via Carcaci, Catania, wishes to 
purchase direct upholstery material. 


Tinplate Waste Waste 
Syria 

Antoun Nasri Moussalli (commission 
merchant), P.O. Box 162, Aleppo, wishes 
to purchase direct and obtain manufac- 
turer's agency for electrolytic tinplate 
waste waste. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Clothing 
Barbados 


Frost & Co. (manufacturer's agent, 
importing distributor, insurance broker 
and steamship agent), 206 K.R. Hunte’s 
Bldg, Lower Broad St., Bridgetown, 
Barbados, seeks agency for readymade 
wearing apparel, including slacks, jeans, 
brassieres, panties, and all types of pet- 
ticoats and hosiery. 

Stokes & Bynoe, Ltd. (importer, 
Wholesaler, commission merchant, sales 
agent), Bridgetown, Barbados, seeks 
agency from U. S. manufacturers who 
are willing to appoint the firm as sales 
agent for eastern Caribbean area for 
inexpensive and medium-priced wearing 
apparel, including jeans (denim) for 
men, women and teenagers (cotton); 
cotton vests (athletic) for men and 
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tal instruments, transducers and pick- - 





Ceylon Transport Board 
Offers Ad Space 


The Secretary of the Ceylon 
Transport Board invites U. S. 
firms to advertise on buses, bus 
tickets, and bus stations belong- 
ing to the Board, 

All inquiries should be ad- 
dressed to the Ceylon Transport 
Board, Advertising Department, 
Unit 5, 200 Kirula Road, Colombo 
5. Copies of the advertising rates 
are available on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 











women; brassieres of nylon and nylon- 
cotton (well-known brand preferable); 
and nylon socks for men. Firm will sell 
goods direct to customers on commis- 
sion basis and purchase limited quanti- 
ties for own account. 


Electrical Quantities 
Thailand 


Seng Guan Hong (importing distrib- 
utor of bicycles, motorcycles, hardware, 
and electrical components), 854-862 
Talad Noi, New Road, Bangkok, seeks 
agency for electrical appliances. 


Foodstuffs 
Barbados 


Stokes & Bynoe, Ltd. (importer, 
wholesaler, commission merchant, sales 
agent), Bridgetown, Barbados, seeks 
agency from U. S. producers who are 
willing to appoint.the firm as sales 
agent for eastern Caribbean area for 
good-quality and well-known brands of 
groceries and household packaged goods 
including canned and frozen fruit ‘and 
vegetables, frozen chicken, coffee, and 
nuts and dried fruit in packages. Firm 
will sell goo@s direct to customers on 
commission basis, and purchase limited 
quantities for own account. 

Venezuela 

Comercial Lacof C.A. (importing dis- 
tributor), 45 Calle Principal de Chapel- 
lin, Caracas, seeks agency and distribu- 


tion for all types of cheese, sausages, 
and foodstuffs. 


Foot Aids 


Union of South Africa 

Gillbern Pharmacy (retail pharma- 
cist), 33 Plein St., Cape Town, wishes 
to obtain sole agency for foot comforts 
including corn and callous plasters, arch 
supports, foot powder, ete. 


Hardware and Paints 


Canada 

B & B Agencies Reg’d. (manufactur- 
er’s agent), 685 Birch Ave., St. Lam- 
bert, Quebec, seeks agency for hardware 
lines, including toys. Firm is interested 
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in products sold to jobbers and/or deal- 
ers in the lumber and building material 
supply trade and to hardware houses. 
Italy 


Salvatore Patti (importing distribu- 
tor), 14 Via Carcaci, Catania, seeks 
agency in Catania for hardware and 
paints. 


Machinery 
Netherlands 


C.S. Th. Paap (manufacturer’s agent), 
6 Stadhoudersstraat, Rijswijk, near The 
Hague, seeks agency on a commission 
basis from U. S. manufacturers of fully 
automatic machinery for the production 
of carton boxes, controlled and regulated 
by an electronic eye, and electric meas- 
uring instruments for the paper industry. 


Union of South Africa 


Columbit Pty., Ltd. (indent agent as 
suppliers to food, drink, and chemical 
industries), 257 Victoria Rd., Salt River, 
Cape, P.O. Box 2737, Cape Town, seeks 
sole agency for all canning machinery, 
particularly seaming and closing ma- 
chines for all types of cans, including 
ordinary seaming and closing machine 
and vacuum closing machines and semi- 
automatic and automatic lid embossing 
machines, 


Metals 
Italy 

Rag. Pjero Scagnetto (importing dis- 
tributor), 32 Via Ariosto, Milan, seeks 
agency from U. S. manufacturers for 
copper ingots, wirebars, and scrap. 


Oils 
Pakistan 


Industrial* Mercantile Corp. (manu- 
facturer’s agent, commission merchant), 
86 P.M.A. Bldg., Nicol Road, Karachi 2, 
seeks agency for cottonseed oil. 


Pharmaceutical Supplies 
Venezuela 


America Products C.A. (importing 
distributor, commission merchant), 27 
Colon a Dr. Diaz, Aptdo. 231, Caracas, 
seeks exclusive agency for pharmaceu- 
tical specialties and antibiotics. 

M. Octavio & Cia. S.A., Drogueria 
Americana (importing distributor, man- 
ufacturer’s agent, commission mer- 
chant), 43 Traposos a Colon, Aptdo. 6, 
Caracas, seeks exclusive distribution 
and agency for pharmaceutical products, 
antibiotics, and equipment and articles 
for pharmacies. 


Raw Materials 
Netherlands 


1.G.P. Internationale Goederen- en Pro- 
ductenhandel (manufacturer’s agent), 
56 Godelindelaan, Naarden, seeks exclu- 
sive agency from U. S. manufacturer of 
raw materials for the pharmaceutical, 
cosmetic, and chemical industries, 

C.S. Th. Paap (manufacturer’s agent), 
6 Stadhoudersstraat, Rijswijk, near The 
Hague, seeks agency on a commission 
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basis from U. S. manufacturers of in- 
dustrial raw materials, including china 
clays, alum, fillers such as titanium di- 
oxide, natural resins, and carboxymeth- 
ylcellulose synthetic resins, and all other 
products for the paper industry, except 
cellulose felts. 


Shipping Line 


Iraq 
Mohammed Naji El-Khedery Trans- 
port (international transporter, for- 


warder, and clearing agent), 501/1 Pa- 
chachi Bldg., South Gate, Baghdad, 
wishes to represent a U. S. shipping 
company operating to Persian Gulf coun- 
tries, including Iraq, or to the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, including Lebanon. 


Tires and Tubes 
lraq 


Mohammed Said Kammona (importer, 
wholesaler, retailer of auto tires and 
batteries), Nejef, seeks agency from 
U. S. manufacturers for exclusive. dis- 
tribution of rubber pneumatic tires and 
tubes for passenger cars and trucks. 
Correspondence may be in English, but 
Arabic is preferred. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia 

F. F. Shelley, representing Shelley & 
Sons, Murray St., Marickville, is in- 
terested in soft drink manufacture, 
visiting plants, and viewing machinery. 
He seeks technical information regard- 
ing the foregoing. Scheduled to arrive 
May 26 via Chicago for 8-day visit. 
U. S. address: c/o Commodore Hotel, 
Lexington Ave. and 42d St., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: Chicago and New York. 


Cuba 

Charles Henriques y Cisneros, repre- 
senting self (commission merchant), 
Calle 36 entre Ira. y 3ra., #109, Mi- 


ramar, Marianao, Havana, is interested 
in representing U. S. manufacturers of 
heavy hardware, paper, and canned 
goods. Was scheduled to arrive early 
in May via Miami for a 2- to 3-month 
visit. U. S. address: c/o Major For- 
warding Co., 15 Moore St., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Buffalo, Niagara Falls, New York, 
Washington, and Miami. © 


Egypt 
Ahmed Fouad, representing United 
Co. for Commerce (importer, whole- 


saler of general merchandise, office 
equipment, and supplies; exporter of 
Egyptian house furniture, textiles, phar- 
maceuticals, handicraft items), 1 July 
26th St., Cairo, is interested in selling 
Egyptian handicraft, and manganese 
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ore. Was scheduled to arrive early in 
May via New York for a 3-week visit. 
U. S. address: c/o United Arab Repub- 


lic Tourist Office, International Bldg., 
Rockefeller Center, 630 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, and Houston. 


Germany 


Klaus Beicken, representing Otto 
Berning & Co. (manufacturer of shoe 
plates for heels and toes; machines for 
button and buckle covering; cloth 
buckles and parts of all kinds; plastic, 
linen, and metal buttons), 6 Markgra- 
fenstrasse, Schwelm/Westf., is inter- 
ested in visiting consumers of buttons, 
button molds, and belt material, and 
seeks technical information on sales 
possibilities of firm’s products in the 
U. S. market. 

Scheduled to arrive the latter part 
of May via New York for a 2-week 
visit. U. S. address: c/o King Edward 
Hotel, 120 W. 44th St., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York and Chicago. 


Greece 


Costas Efstathopoulos, representing 
own firm (tobacco merchant), Drama, 
is interested in establishing business 
relations with U. S. firms‘ engaged in 
the importation of Greek tobacco. Was 
scheduled to arrive May 9 via New 
York for a 6-week visit. U. S. address: 
c/o Mrs. Maria Kisides, 71 Linden St., 
Perth Amboy, N. J. Itinerary: New 
York, Perth Amboy, Baltimore, and 
Winston-Salem. 


India 


T. S. Rajam, representing T. V. Sund- 
ram Iyengar & Sons, Pvt. Ltd. (im- 
porter of automobiles and allied goods, 
spare parts and accessories, wholesaler, 
retailer; bus body builders), West Veli 
St., Madurai, Madurai District, Madras 
State, is interested in contacting U. S. 
manufacturers and exporters of auto- 
motive spare parts and accessories. 





Political Tensions . .. 


(Continued from page 6) 

Other mining activity was also adver- 
sely affected. In contrast to such tem- 
porary setbacks, however, Cuban private 
investors and Government-loan agencies 
continued to proceed with projects which 
may result in a significant expansion of 
Cuba’s mining industry, particularly 
with respect to manganese, copper, and 
pyrites. 

A new television station which will 
transmit exclusively in color was inau- 
gurated in Havana on March 19. The 
station is equipped to transmit motion 
pictures only for the time being. Its 
programming consists of a series of 
newsreels and short subjects repeated 
several times during the daily broad- 
casting schedule on weekdays plus full- 
length motion pictures on Sundays.— 
U. S. Embassy, Havana. 


—, 


Scheduled to arrive May 17 via Ney 
York for a 6-week visit. U. S. addreg 
c/o General Motors Corp., 1775 Broag, 
way, New York, N. Y. 


Italy 

Giorgio Calcagni, representing self 
Via De Cristoforis 10, Milan, is inte, 
ested in importing rural transforme, 
from the United States, and exporting 
electric bar coffee grinders and fruit 
squeezers. Was scheduled to arrive May 
6 via New York for a week’s visit. U,§ 
address: c/o Hotel St. Moritz, 50 Ce, 
tral Park South, New York, N, Y, Iti. 
erary: New York. 

Graziano Galli, representing Artuy 
Galli, Via Santo Garovaglio 25, 
is interested in exporting silk and nylg 
scarves and handkerchiefs to the Unity 
States. Firm is exhibiting at the Work 
Trade Fair, New York. Was schedulej 
to arrive May 1 via New York for, 
month’s visit. U. S. address: c/o Stan 
200/201, World Trade Fair, Coliseum 
New York, N. Y. 

Gastone Gnali, representing Gnaj 
Simone & Figlio (manufacturer of tabk 
cutlery sets and household appliances), 
Lumezzane Pieve (Brescia Province), js 
interested in exporting table cutley 
sets and household appliances to th 
United States. Firm is exhibiting at th 
World Trade Fair, New York. Wa 
scheduled to arrive May 4 via New You 
for a month’s visit. U. S. address: cj 
New York World Trade Fair, Coliseum 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York and Chicago 

Umberto Mascioni, representing Mab 
etex di B. & U. Mascioni, Azzio, Vares 
Province, is interested in contacting 
retailers and boutiques in the Unite 
States. He wishes to export pure sik 
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mixed, and wool stoles and scarves, and 
cotton head scarves. Scheduled to arrive 
May 15 via New York for a 1- to 6- 
month visit. U. S. address: c/o L.A.D. 

oni, 412 Myrtle Ave., Coytesville, 
N. J, Itinerary: New York and prin- 
cipal cities in the United States, 

Carlo F. Minder, representing S. A. 
industria Fibre e Cartoni Speciali, 1 
Piazza Conciliazione, Milan, is interested 
in ing hard and soft fiber board 
and imitation leather to the United 


States. Was scheduled to arrive May te 


via New York for a month’s visit. U. S. 
address: C/o KLM, Royal Dutch Air- 
lines, 430 Park Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, and prin- 
cipal cities in Ohio, and North and 
South Carolina. 

Carlo Pomini, representing Soc. Acc. 
Luigi Pomini, 3 Via Testori, Castellanza, 
Varese Province, is interested in ex- 
porting machinery for the metallurgical, 
jron and steel, plastics, rubber, and 
mining industries. Was scheduled to ar- 
rive May 1 via New York for a 20- to 
day visit. U. S. address: c/o Farrel 
Birmingham Co. Inc., Ansonia, Conn. 
Itinerary: New York, Ansonia (Conn.), 
Rochester, Buffalo and Akron. 

Giovanni Radici, representing Tessi- 
ture Pietro Radici, S.p.A., Via Cappellini 
23/a, Milan, and Pietro Radici Tappeti- 
ficio Nazionale, S.p.A., 22 Via Carlo 
Tenca, Milan, is interested in importing 
into Italy rags and used rayon rope 
from the United States. Was scheduled 
to arrive the early part of May via New 
York for a week’s visit. U. S. address: 
c/o Spots Textile Fibers, Inc., 729 Mad- 
ison St., Hoboken, N. J. Itinerary: New 
York and Hoboken. 


Mexico 


Ing. Luis Enrique Williams, manager, 


| representing Algodonesy Gasas, S.A., 5 


de Febrero 384, Guadalajara, Jalisco, is 


} interested in visting absorbent cotton 


and gauze factories and firms selling 


f used textile machinery. Scheduled to 


arrive May 13 via Brownsville, Texas, 
for a 3-week visit. U. S. address: c/o 
Ambassador Hotel, 1412 K St., NW.,, 
Washington, D. C.; Hilton Hotel, Chi- 
cago, Ill.; and Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 
50th St. and Park Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New Orleans, Washington, 
Chicago, and New York. 


Netherlands 


Franciscus W. Dammers, representing 
Technische Maatschappij Marchand- 
Andriessen (importer of packaging ma- 
chinery; retailer, exporter, wholesaler 
of bundling machines and parts, steel 
Straps), 9 Prins MHendrikplein, The 
Hague, is interested in securing sole 
distributorship of U. S. manufacturers 
of all kinds of packaging machinery. 
Scheduled to arrive May 25 via New 
York for a week’s visit, or more if nec- 
essary. U.S. address: c/o U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, 61st Floor, Empire 
State Bldg, 350 Fifth Ave., New York 
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1, N. Y. Itinerary: New York; will visit 
National Packaging Exposition to be 
held in New York May 25-28. 


New Zealand 


John Ormerod Haworth, representing 
Neill Cropper & Co., Ltd. (importer, 
sales/indent agent handling paper and 
board, chemicals, textiles, food products, 
packaging, plastics, and plastic raw 
materials), Pukemiro Chambers, Anzac 
Ave., Auckland, is interested in the im- 
portation of textiles, chemicals, plastics, 
plastic raw materials, food products, 
paper and cardboard, packaging ma- 
terials, etc. 


Scheduled to arrive,May 22 via New 
York for a 19-day visit. U. S. address: 
c/o Commodore Hotel, Lexington Ave., 
and 42d St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Chicago, Washington, Los 
Angeles, and San Francisco. 

Spain 

Eduardo Cobos Cardenas, represent- 
ing a group of Spanish manufacturers 
of leather gloves and shoes, 36 Rafael 
Calvo, Madrid, is interested in contact- 
ing U. S. importers of leather gloves 
and shoes. Mr. Cobos will exhibit at the 
World Trade Fair, New York. Was 
scheduled to arrive April 29 via New 
York for a 25-day visit. U. S. address: 
c/o Hotel Henry Hudson, 353 W. 57th 
St., New York, N. Y., or Stands Nos. 
153 and 154, World Trade Fair, New 
York Coliseum, New York, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
— copies may be obtained 
y firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and 
from Department of Commerce 
Field Offices. The price is $2 a list 
for each country. 
Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief ceview of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. 
Aircraft and Aeronautical Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Jamaica. March 


1958. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Thailand. April 
1958. 

Book, Magazine and Periodical Im- 
porters and Dealers—Union of South 
Africa, April 1958. 

Coal, Coke and Fuel Importers and 
Dealers—Japan. March 1958. 

Confectionery Importers and Dealers 
—Thailand. March 1958. 

Curios, Novelties and Handicraft 
Manufacturers: and Exporters — Thai- 
land. April 1958. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers— Ecuador. April 
1958. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Power Project Tenders 


Invited in Iran 


The Plan Organization of Iran 
invites tenders until June 11 for 
the electrification of Falavarjan, 
a town near Isfahan. 

Interested firms may obtain 
copies of specifications and con- 
ditions from the office of Kocks 
Consulting Engineers, Shah Ave- 
nue, Chahar-rah Razi, on payment 
of $20. 











porters and Dealers—British Honduras. 
April 1958. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Peru. March 1958. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers — Tunisia." April 
1958. 

Fruit and Nut Importers and Dealers 
—Norway. March 1958. 

Furniture Importers and Dealers— 
Venezuela. March 1958. 

Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Pakistan. April 1958. 

Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Thailand. April 1958. 

Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Turkey. March 1958. 

Iron, Steel and Building Material Im- 
porters and Dealers — Australia. April 
1958. 

* Iron, Steel and Building Material 
Importers and Dealers—Thailand. April 
1958. 

Meat Packing, Sausage, and Casing— 
Federal Republic of Germany and West 
Berlin. March 1958. 

Fertilizer Manufacturers and Ex- 
porters—Norway. March 1958. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Union of South 
Africa. March 1958. 

Paint, Varnish, and Pigment Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Manufacturers—Re- 
public of Panama. March 19589 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Dominican Republic. March 
1958. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Italy. April 1958. 

Physicians and Surgeons—Syria. 
March 1958. 

Precious and Semiprecious Stones 
Exporters—Thailand. April 1958. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Austria. March 1958. 

Provision Importers 
Thailand. March 1958. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Union of South Africa. March 1958. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, 
and Exporters—Algeria. March 1958. 

Textile Industry—Uruguay. April 
1958. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 
Malaya. March 1958. 


and Dealers— 
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Four Engineering Companies in England 
Seek New Licensing Arrangements 


Proposals from four English 


firms seeking licensing agreements 


for expansion and diversification of activities, or for the production 
and sale in the United States of British products, may be of interest 
to U. S. manufacturers. Interested companies are invited to correspond 
with the firms at the addresses given. 


Supplemental data, where indicated 

by symbol (*), are available for review 
on loan from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
@ Sigmund Pumps, Ltd., Team Valley, 
Gateshead 11, Co. Durham, England, 
manufacturer of centrifugal pumps, cir- 
culators, and _ irrigation equipment, 
wishes to license a U. S. firm for the 
manufacture and sale in the United 
States of its ThermoPak glandless cir- 
culators for industrial, residential, and 
commercial installations. 


A specially-designed electric pump 
for forced central heating systems, the 
ThermoPak is said to be free from 
leaks and to have sleeve bearings which 
enable it to run noiselessly. 


The firm offers to supply necessary 

drawings and technical data.* 
@ Price & Edwards (Engineering), Ltd., 
1 David Road, Poyle Trading Estate, 
Colnbrook, Buckinghamshire, general 
mechanical engineers, would like to be 
licensed by a U. S. firm for the manu- 
facture in the United Kingdom of U. S. 
machinery. 

Capable of expanding its operations 
with existing modern equipment, the 
company’s facilities include high-speed 
lathes, milling machines, and screw ma- 
chines, etc. The firm is primarily in- 
terested in manufacturing domestic 
washing machines, automatic canning 
machinery, etc. 

A representative of Price & Edwards 

is prepafed to visit the United States 
for further negotiations should sufficient 
interest be shown in the licensing pro- 
posal. 
@ Morgans (Tyseley), Ltd., River Lee 
Road, Tyseley, Birmingham 11, War- 
wickshire, England, manufacturer of 
welded steel fabrications, and qualified 
for flame-cutting, heating, ventilating, 
and general-engineering work, wishes 
to be licensed by a U. S. firm for the 
manufacture and distribution in the 
United Kingdom of U. S. products to 
which its facilities are adaptable. 

Established in 1938, the firm main- 
tains a staff of engineers experienced 
in the manufacture of welded steel 





Ceylon’s exports of desiccated coco- 
nut in 1957 amounted to 48,899 tons, 
roughly three-fourths the 1956 ship- 
ments, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports, 





fabrications, including oil-refinery equip- 
ment, storage tanks and vessels, ma- 
chine-tool bases sand parts, special 
framework for concrete engineering, 
etc. 


@ G. Corner & Co., Ltd., Johnson Brook 
Road, Hyde, Cheshire, England, manu- 
facturer of aircraft and electrical and 
general-engineering products, wishes to 
be licensed by a U. S. firm for the 
manufacture in the United Kingdom of 
an electrical equipment line of Ameri- 
can products. 


Organized in 1919 as a private limited 
liability company, Corner & Co, rep- 
resents a number of well-established 
associated companies wishing to expand 
activities in the manufacture of electri- 
cal equipment, particularly with repect 
to solderless terminals, hydraulic crimp- 
ing tools and hand pliers, and electrical 
contactors and associated equipment 
including cubicles, industrial and do- 
mestic electrical heating appliances, and 
sterilizing units. The British firm seeks 
U. S. capital investment and technical 
know-how.* 


Canadian Town Invites 
Industrial Development 


U. S. firms contemplating the estab- 
lishment of manufacturing facilities in 
Canada are invited by Roland Boulanger, 
mayor of Warwick, Quebec, to consider 
this urban center for the establishment 
of subsidiary plants or new industries. 


Warwick is located in the heart of the 
hardwoods region, known as Les Bois 
Francs, on the shores of the Riviere- 
aux-Pins. 

To encourage industrial development 
in the town, according to Mr. Boulanger, 
financial assistance to new industries is 
offered by the town’s industrial commit- 
tee. Loan capital is offered to potential 
investors for the purchase of land, build- 
ings, etc. The town has ample water, 
electric power, and a sufficient labor 
force. 

A brochure, Warwick, describing the 
advantages of the area for the estab- 
lishment of industrial enterprises, is 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
zc 





rs 





a 


International Licensing 
Course Offered 


A course on the Basic Principles 
and Techniques of Internationa] 
Licensing will be held at the Hote} 
Astor June 2-6, the Internationa] 
Management Division of the Amer. 

. ican Management Association, Inc, 
1515 Broadway, New York 36, 
N. Y., has announced. 

Significant aspects of licensing 
in international operations will be 
examined and analyzed by speak. 
ers with extensive licensing ex. 
perience. 














French Firm Seeks 
License Agreement 


Paul Lamouroux (Etablissements) 
manufacturer, exporter, and wholesale 
of small stapling, and nailing machine 
and related articles, wishes to expan 
and diversify production to include re. 
lated American products. 


The firm is primarily interested }p 
negotiating licensing and/or workin 
agreements with U. S. manufacturer 
for the production and sale in Frane 
of American stapling machines. Ils 
mouroux also wishes to conclude a re 
ciprocal agreement for the introductia 
on the U. S. market of French patente 
products. 

The factory, located in Gironde, i 
said to be fully equipped to do me 
chanical precision work, cutting, stamp 
ing, swaging, and related work. 

The French firm also will conside 
a general agency for American stapler, 
stapling machines, tackers, nailers, ani 
fasteners of new types or of types no 
yet sold in France. 


A leaflet in French, describing th 
firm’s products, is available for review 
on loan from the Investment Develop 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce 








Washington 25, D. C. Firms also ar 
invited to correspond with Etablisse 
ments Paul Lamourdux, 21 rue @ 
Peugue, Bordeaux, Gironde, France, 





U. S. exports of cotton (all types) it 
February 1958 were 469,000 bales of 5 
pounds gross (450,000 running bales) 
This was a decline of 12 percent from 
exports of 537,000 bales in January, ani 
44 percent below the 839,000 bales e& 
ported in February of 1957, the Foreig 
Agricultural Service reports. 

Cotton exports during August-Febrv 
ary 1957-58 were 3,438,000 bales (3 
299,000 running bales), down 28 per 
cent from exports of 4,780,000 bales it 
the comparable period of 1956-57, 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 





“Participation Sought 
In Indian Enterprise 


Participation in the form of a joint- 
yenture operation is sought by Hard- 
castle, Waud & Co., Pvt. Ltd., of Bom- 
pay, for establishment of a factory in 
India to manufacture phenolic laminat- 
ed sheets of both paper and fabric base 
for industrial, electrical, and other pur- 


Equal participation in the manage- 
ment of the enterprise is offered. 

Establishment in 1924, the firm is an 

, exporter, and manufacturers’ 
representative dealing in electrical 
goods, paper, lubricating oils, chemicals, 
machinery, paints, varnishes, etc., and 
has affiliated manufacturing companies 
Jocated throughout India. 

Hardcastle Waud’s facilities include 
factory buildings,* reportedly covering 
an area of 18,000 square yards, with 
adjoining land exceeding 77,000 square 
yards, a railway siding, and an ample 
power and water supply. 

A company representative is pre- 
pared to visit the United States for 


‘further negotiations should sufficient in- 


terest be shown in the proposal. 

A catalog describing products manu- 
factured by Hardcastle Waud is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Invest- 
ment Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign. Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
Interested firms also are invited to 
correspond with Hardcastle, Waud & 
Co., Pvt. Ltd., Alice Building, Dadabhai 
Naoroji Road, Bombay 1, India. 





Austrian Hotel Property 
Offered U. S. Investor 


Approximately US$190,000 is asked 
for hotel property near the Austrian 
city of Salzburg by the owner, E. Pilz 
of Vienna. 

The hotel, situated in a park area of 
approximately 5 acres, was formerly an 
old lakeside castle. Facilities include 
92 rooms having 150 beds; bathrooms; 
3 large reception rooms; kitchen and 
Scullery with silver cutlery, porcelain, 
and linens; cloakrooms;  staffrooms; 
Offices, and garages. 

The hotel recently has been redeco- 
rated and a central heating system 
installed, according to the owner. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with E. Pilz, Handelsagentur, 5 
Kenyongasse, Vienna VII, Austria. 





Portuguese imports of U. 8S. burley 
were down sharply in 1957, while im- 
ports of other burley were up, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 

Total Portuguese imports of unmanu- 
factured tobacco from the United States 
declined from 8.1 million pounds in 1956 
to 6.6 million in 1957. 
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Australian Visitors Want New Lines 


Business visitors from Australia dur- 
ing the month of May are seeking agree- 
ments with U. S. manufacturers for 
diverse items such as clothing, builders’ 
hardware, and machinery. 


@ R. T. Joseph, representing Glenford 
Clothing Co. Pty., Ltd., manufacturer 
of men’s sport coats and overcoats at 
180 Goulburn St., Sydney, was sched- 
uled to arrive in the United States May 
4 for discussions with American cloth- 
iers interested in a possible licensing 
arrangement, 


The Sydney firm plans to expand its 
production to include men’s suits, and 
for this purpose wants U. S. designs, 
patterns, etc. Mr. Joseph also is inter- 
ested in studying the retail market for 
men’s clothes in the United States. 

A month’s visit, to include New York, 
Chicago, and Portland, is planned. In- 
terested firms are invited to write Mr. 
Joseph, c/o Hotel New Yorker, 34th 
Street and 8th Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

@ D. H. B. Adams, a representative 
of Wormald Brothers Industries, Ltd., 
at 202 Young Street, Waterloo, Sydney, 
an Australian group of some seven man- 
ufacturers of builders’ hardware, pack- 
ing equipment, electrostatic painting 
equipment, and other pressed metal 
products, was scheduled to arrive in the 
United States May 10 for a 5-week visit 
to conclude licensing arrangements with 
American concerns. 

Mr. Adams is interested in the manu- 
facture of any U. S. patented product 
suitable for use by the building trade. 
Visits to Chicago, Detroit, Indianapolis, 
and New York are contemplated. 

Correspondence may be addressed to 
Mr. Adams, c/o Harper J. Ransburg Co., 





Swiss Knitwear Concern 
Seeks ‘Licensee 


Manufacturing rights for pro- 
duction and sale in the United 
States of a lady’s turban is offered 
by the Swiss firm, Sigmund 
Wiemer & Co. 

The firm, long established as a 
manufacturer and exporter of 
knitwear, women’s accessories, 
and novelties, is particularly inter- 
ested in negotiating with an Amer- 
ican manufacturer of knitwear. 

Patent application for the tur- 
ban, according to the firm, was 
filed in the United States in Janu- 
ary. 

Firms interested in introducing 
the patented turban in the United 
States are invited to correspond 
with Sigmund Wiemer & Co.,, 
Taubenhausstrasse 38, Lucerne, 
Switzerland. 











Bath & Sanders Streets, Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

@ Mervyn Perry, managing director 
of Vincent Bros. Pty., Ltd., manufac- 
turer of small marine and industrial 
engines, floor sanding machines, com- 
mercial floor polishing machines, etc., at 
947 Victoria Road, West Ryde, New 
South Wales, is scheduled to arrive May 
22 for a 6-week visit to negotiate li- 
censing agreements with interested 
U. S. manufacturers of related lines. 

The Australian firm wishes to expand 
and diversify production to include U. S. 
products which can be produced in lots 
of 50 to 100, ranging from % to 5 hun- 
dredweight. The plant, recently con- 
structed, has sufficient space for further 
expansion if necessary. Patents, proc- 
esses, technical assistance, and possibly 
capital are sought. 

Mr. Perry will visit San Francisco, 
Los Angeles, Dallas, New Orleans, Chi- 
cago, Washington (D. C.), Philadelphia, 
New York, Buffalo, Seattle, and Port- 
land. Interested firms may address Mr. 
Perry in care of the Australian Trade 
Commissioners at San Francisco or New 
York. ” 





Foundry in Scotland 
Wants U. S. Product 


An opportunity to make U. S. Prod- 
ucts in Scotland is offered by Smith 
& Wellstood, Ltd., manufacturer of solid 
fuel appliances for cooking and heating. 

Smith & Wellstood is contemplating 
an expansion of plant operations and 
would like to be licensed by a U. S. 
firm for the manufacture and distribu- 
tion in Scotland and throughout the 
United Kingdom of a U. S. line of prod- 
ucts. 


The firm reportedly maintains manu- 
facturing subsidiaries in Scotland and 
the Union of South Africa. Plants are 
equipped for all types of sheet-metal 
work, steel fabrications, mechanized 
light castings, etc. Facilities also in- 
clude a foundry and processing and 
finishing departments. 

Additional space is readily available 
for plant expansion, according to the 
firm. Approximately 1,000 persons are 
employed by the company. 

R. F. Maxwell, managing director of 
the firm, plans to visit the United 
States sometime in May for discussions 
with firms interested in this licensing 
proposal. Inquiries may be addressed 
to Mr. Maxwell, c/o British Common- 
wealth Chamber of Commerce in the 
U. S. A. Ine., British Trade Promotion 
Centre, 677 Fifth Avenue, New York 22, 
N. Y. 
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British Group Wishes 
Reciprocal Agreement 


J. R. Allan, director and general man- 
ager of the Acme group of companies of 
London and Glasgow, engaged in the 
design and manufacture of a large 
range of engineering products, wishes 
to expand the group’s activities through 
licensing arrangements with U. S. firms. 

Mr. Allan wishes to contact U. S. 
firms interested in manufacturing and 
distributing in the United Kingdom and 
the European Common Market products 
such as conveyors, ventilating equip- 
ment of all types, fabricated structures 
not exceeding 5 tons and including nec- 
essary fitting and machining, magnetic 
equipment, electrical and_ electronic 
equipment, etc. 

A reciprocal licensing arrangement 
also is desired for the production and 
sale of new inventions in the United 
States. 

Mr. Allan plans to visit the United 
States the latter part of May or early 
June for further discussions with firms 
interested in concluding licensing ar- 
rangements. 

An illustrated brochure describing 
Acthe products is available for review 


on loan from the Investment Develop- - 


ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Interested companies are invited to 
correspond with J. R. Allan, managing 
director, Acme Conveyors Ltd., Walsall, 
England. 


British Budget... 


(Continued from page 5) 

more real consumer demand this year, 
but the amount is marginal, and the 
changes in profits tax and depreciation 
allowances will have little effect on 
spending this year. This follows logi- 
cally from the Government’s determina- 
tion that the United Kingdom must not 
be an island of inflation in a deflating 
world; at the same time the Chancel- 
lor’ was at pains—even more in his ra- 
dio and television broadcasts on the 
evening of April 15th than in his speech 
—to stress the flexibility of the Gov- 
ernment’s plans, if deflation should 
seriously threaten the United Kingdom. 
In particular, it now is clear that the 
2-year ceiling on public investment, 
enunciated by. previous Chancellor 
Thorneycroft last September, is not 
sacrosanct. The increase in accelerated 
depreciation allowances will help in- 
vestmerit planning for next year. 

Simplification of the profits and pur- 
chase taxes is perhaps the most signi- 
ficant of these measures. The former 
was recommended a few years ago by 
the Royal Commission on the Taxation 
of Profits and Income and has since 
been widely canvassed in business and 
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financial circles. It should broaden the 
capital market and ease the movements 
of money between industries. 


On purchase tax, the Chancellor told 
the House that he had rejected as im- 
practicable the introduction of a flat- 
rate sales tax, but the cut to four in 
the number of tax rates chargeable 
simplifies the scheme and should help 
to lessen price distortions —U. S. Em- 
bassy, London. 


Facilities Offered by 
Toronto Tool Makers 


The Ajax Precision Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., of Toronto, toolmakers and 
manufacturers of precision drawing in- 
struments, wishes to augment its op- 
erations to include U. S. products for 
which its facilities are adaptable. 

The Canadian company wishes to 
enter into an agreement with a U. S. 
firm on a licensing or subcontract basis. 

Facilities reportedly include a tool- 
room for the design and manufacture 
of all types of dies, molds, jigs, tools, 
fixtures, and gages, stampings up to 
150-ton capacity for the automotive in- 
dustry, machining, finishing, buffing, 
polishing, spraying and dipping, etc. 
Ajax is prepared to install additional 
plant and equipment should a suitable 
line of American products be offered. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with B. S. Male, Project De- 
velopment Officer, the Ajax Precision 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 390 Weston 
Road, Toronto, Ontario. 


Netherlands Stationery 
Manufacturer To Expand 


The Netherlands firm, H. van Gim- 
born, N.V., manufacturer of stationery 
and office supplies, wishes to expand and 
diversify production to include related 
American lines of products. 

Van Gimborn is primarily interested 
in obtaining patent rights and technical 
know-how for the manufacture and dis- 
tribution in the Netherlands and the 
European Common Market, under a 
licensing arrangement, of office repro- 
ducing machine stencils of paper or 
metal. 

The company has recently established 
a pharmaceutical operation; and patent 
rights for pharmaceutical products, 
shaving lotion, and beauty products also 
are desired. 

The firm reportedly occupies a new, 
modern factory which includes a re- 
search laboratory. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond with H. van Gimborn, N.V., 17 
Spoorwegstraat, Zevenaar, the Nether- 
lands. 











U. 8. cattle hide prices in 1957 aver- 
aged about 1.5 cents a pound under 
1956 levels. 


Belgian Concern 
Seeks Licensors 


Ateliers de Constructions Mecanique 
de Tirlmont, A.C.M.T., manufacturer 
of heavy mechanized boiler and steg 
plated works, precision machinery, ang 
diesel motors, wishes to enter licensj 
agreements with U. S. manufacturers 
of related products for their production 
and sale in the Common Market area 
of Europe. 


A.C.M.T. is partiewlarly interested ip 
processing tire-mounted handling equip. 
ment, road-construction machinery, 
high-pressure and high-temperature 
valves for petroleum refineries, and 
other equipment required by the chemi- 
cal and sugar industries. 

Established more than a century ago, 
the Belgian firm is a fully owned sub. 
sidiary of Union Chimique Belge, 
A.C.M.T. is said to be one of the leading 
companies in its field and to be fully 
equipped to undertake a diversified and 
expanded manufacturing program, 

Interested firms are invited to cor. 
respond direct with A.C.M.T., 1 Rue 
Gilain, Tirlemont, Belgium, or the com- 
pany’s U. S. representative, INCHEM. 
TEX, Inc., 350 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 1, N. Y. 





Rhodesian Dam Project 


Bid Deadline Extended 


Deadline for the submission of tenders 
for constructing and financing the Kyle 
Dam and Irrigation Canal scheme in 
Southern Rhodesia has been extended 
from May 5 to June 17, according to 
information from Salisbury. 

The original terms of the contract, 
which — specified that the contractor 
would provide financing up to £2.8 mil- 
lion (£1=US$2.80), also have been 
amended to allow the Rhodesian Govy- 
ernment to seek financing from other 
sources, 


A copy of the general condition of the 
contract for the Kyle Dam and Irriga- 
tion Canal scheme is available for review 
on loan from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

This project was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, March 31, 1958, 
page 20. 





U. S. exports of cotton linters, mostly 
chemical qualities, were 16,000 bales 
(500 pounds gross) in February 1958, 
down 27 percent from January exports 
of 22,000 bales, and 65 percent below 
the 46,000 bales exported in February 
1957. Exports during August-February 
1957-58 were 155,000 bales, compared 
with 269,000 bales during the corre 
sponding period a year earlier, accord 
ing to the Foreign Agricultural Service. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Latin America the Major 


U. S. exports to the 20 American Republics soared to a record 
yalue of $4.7 billion in 1957, increasing by more than one-fifth from 
1956 levels. In the same period, U. S. imports from these countries 


, advanced almost 4 percent to a peak $3.8 billion. 


Exports—four-fifths of which were finished manufactures—rose 
continuously (after seasonal adjustment) throughout the four quarters 
of last year. Shipments in the final 3 months were 18 percent above 
those in the like period of 1956. This high level of sales to the Republics, 
over a period in which U. S. industrial production was drifting down- 
ward, helped to soften in some degree the effects of decreased domes- 
tic demand. ° 

Imports were at fairly constant levels (after seasonal adjustments) 
in the first three quarters of 1957, and for the period January-Septem- 
ber just equaled the total for the corresponding period of the preced- 
ing year. In the fourth quarter, however, imports swung upward to 15 
percent above their level a year earlier. 

Most of the October-December ad- 





U.S. Exports of Finished Goods 


vance stemmed from increased imports 
of foodstuffs, which had been sharply 
below 1956 levels in the first 9 months 
of last year. Raw material purchases 
from the area, which are more sen- 


however, was in volume, which reached 
a record level in 1957, almost 15 per- 
cent higher than that in 1956. 


The average unit value of imports 
from the Republics, on the other hand, 





sitive to trends in the U. S. economy, 
were only about 6 percent higher in Oc- 
tober-December 1957 than in the cor- 
responding period a year earlier, 
whereas in the first three quarters they 


was a shade under that in the preceding 
year. Outstanding changes in prices 
paid for particular Latin American 
commodities included sharp drops in 
import unit values of coffee and cop- 


had averaged about 12 percent above ‘ 
those in the correspondin uarters of . 
1956. “ a Shipments of manufactured 


Export Prices Rise 


Part of the export gain in 1957 re- 
sulted from rising prices. The average 
unit value of exports to the area in- 
creased about 5 percent from 1956 
levels, reflecting price trends for fin- 
ished goods in the United States. The 
greater part of the export advance, 


volume indexes 
(956 #100 


Table 1—U. S. Trade With 
Latin American Republics 


[Millions of dollars] 
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Annual 
Constant 


Current dollars (1956) dollars 














Period Exports Imports Exports Imports 

2,352 3,359 3,404 

2,301 3,081 3,397 100 

2,910 3,193 3,495 

3,348 3,894 3,448 

3,411 3,613 3,604 

3,442 3,247 3,553 

3,291 3,551 3,121 

3,328 3,443 3,422 

3,639 3,863 3,639 

3,768 4,435 3,828 

80 
Quarterly at annual rate 
1958 seasonally adjusted 
Jan-Mar. 3,757 3,620 3,764 3,642 
Apr.-June 3,788 3,646 3,821 3,555 
July-Sept. 3,797 3,853 3,812 3,821 
Oct.-Dec. 092 3,484 3,990 3,436 
1957 
Jan-Mar, 4,447 3,688 4,245 3,623 60 
Apr.-June 4,671 3,670 4,463 3,617 
4,742 3,750 , 


Market for 


per in 1957, as well as increased prices 
for crude petroleum and residual fuel 
oil at the beginning of 1957 which were 
sustained throughout the year. The vol- 
ume of imports in 1957 was about 5 
percent higher than in 1956, primarily 





The statistical data on merchandise 
trade included in this article were com- 
piled in the U. 8. Trade Statistics Sec- 
tion, International Economic Analysis 
Division, from basic tabulations of the 
Bureau of the Census. 





reflecting increased quantities of crude 
petroleum and residual fuel oil imports. 


U.S. Investment Large in 1957 


Greater advances in exports than in 
imports in 1957 pushed the excess of 
exports to $905 million, four times that 
of the preceding year. The export ex- 
pansion was financed to a considerable 
extent by the increase in new U. S. 
direct private investment in the area, 
which rose two-thirds from the amount 
invested in the preceding year to over 
$1 billion in 1957. Heavy dollar pay- 
ments to Venezuela for new petroleum 


goods to Latin America rose 


throughout 1957, partially offsetting slackened domestic 
demand for U. S. industrial goods. 





1956 1957 
Quorteriy, at annuol rate 











concessions comprised a large part of 
the new investment. 

Increased Export-Import Bank credits 
to the Republics were another source 
of additional dollars. The Bank’s dis- 
bursements rose to $234 million in 1957 
from $70 million in 1956. Over $50 mil- 
lion was disbursed to Colombia alone 
to aid that country in refinancing debts 
arising from earlier purchases of U. S. 
products. 

In addition, to meet part of their 
trade deficits, many of the Latin Amer- 
ican countries had to draw on their 
gold and dollar holdings, and some 
countries—most notably Brazil and Ar- 
gentina—entered 1958 with sharply re- 
duced dollar reserves. An outstanding 
exception was Venezuela. That coun- 
try’s gold and dollar reserves at the 
end of 1957 were 50 percent above its 
holdings at the end of 1956. 


Venezuela is Leading Market 


Venezuela emerged as our leading 
trading partner in Latin America in 
1957, when nearly one-fourth of our 
trade in the area centered in that oil- 
producing country. Exports to Venezu- 
ela expanded 55 percent to $1,050 mil- 
lion, owing principally to increases in 
machinery, transportation equipment, 
and steel-mill products. Imports from 
there rose 28 percent to $900 million, 
with the gain concentrated in petroleum 
and iron ore. 


Large percentage increases from 1956 
to 1957 also occurred in exports to 
Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, Chile, Peru, 
and Cuba, while only those to Colombia, 
Bolivia, and Haiti declined appreciably. 
Export trends in the second half of 
1957 were mixed although increases 
predominated. Noteworthy changes 
from the first to the second half of the 
year included a rise in shipments to 
Colombia and a decline in those to 
Argentina. 

Aside from the increase in imports 
from Venezuela, 1957 gains in imports 
centered mainly in those from the Carib- 
bean Republics. Imports from Bolivia, 
Chile, Brazil, and Colombia, on the 
other hand, fell sharply. Advances were 
confined largely to the period before 
mid-year. In the second half, partly 
because of seasonal influences, imports 
from most countries either declined or 
remained close to first-half levels, and 
only those from Colombia, Peru, Ecua- 
dor, Haiti, and the Dominican Repub- 
lic were significantly higher. 


L. A. Takes Fourth of U. S. Exports 


The Latin American area superseded 
Canada as the second largest destina- 
tion for U. S. nonmilitary exports in 
1957. Western Europe took 31 percent 
of the total; Latin America, 24 percent; 
and Canada, 21 percent. The bulk of our 
exports to the Latin American area 
consists of finished manufactures, and 
in 1957 the area ranked first as a mar- 
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Table 2.—U. S. Trade With 20 Americ 


{Millions of dollars} 


U.S. exports 
including reexports 


an Republics, by Country 


a 

























U. 8. general imports 


July-Dec. * 
Country 9 July Dee 
Total, includin at annual at 
Se dial entenety” 1956 195% rate 1956 1957 ra 
| AC ie ie SE 3,863 4,673 4,809 3,639 3,768 oan 
Total, excluding 
“special cstonory™ 
exports' .. 3,768 4,553 4,692 ae sae £ 
Mexico ....... ae 851 902 917 401 430 aa 
Central American Republics Se 344 337 216 230 > 
Costa Rica ......... 43 48 47 19 28 4 
PSA ae 50 50 45 4 56 30 
Guatemala ... 83 81 78 79 74 % 
onduras 39 42 40 30 26 45 
Nicaragua ....... 33 39 35 19 22 4 
a, Repu 69 84 91 20 24 % 
(SP SE. A, ocean 519 618 626 457 482 459 
Dominican Republic 70 14 78 60 63 0 
I Rane, Ietieenatdhiccriccarin 37 24 26 15 18 29 
Argentina 212 282 245 133 129 
Bolivia 49 34 28 42 16 = 
Brazil 309 482 503 746 700 700 
Chile 158 195 184 237 196 18 
Colombia 323 241 295 410 383 428 
Ecuador 46 61 55 53 58 rT 
OS ES Ie s 11 12 6 7 6 
| eet" OR ES Rs Se 163 198 191 135 137 148 
Uruguay 34 49 41 25 18 atl 
gt le el a Eafe 674 1,050 1,154 705 870 


*This area total and the country totals include 
products, rubber products, and other commodities rem 
a nee to exclude exports remaining in the ‘‘s 
ou 57 


Table 3.—Leading U. S. Exports to 


exports of certain tractors, petro! 
oved from security restrictions in 1957: 


pecial category’’ classification through. 


20 American Republics 


[Millions of dollars unless otherwise indicated} 


































Commodity at eo 
1957 1957 
I ee eee: Ce eee Se 4,637 224 
EES SS ON SA. LE a ae 1,253 
NG RR St TET 781 S 
Construction and mining equipment .. 325 27 
Engines, turbines, and parts. ..................  cciniltaadlliane 74 32 
Machine tools and metal working machinery’ ivnpiamidinima 48 15 
Textile, sewing, and shoe machinery ......... dd 38 31 
CO ict clita itn cccetitisniiciniiliatentenderimeencventslbitiiancateadoennniii 296 32 
ee sennestumpaiibiemiimmnbccnaieadl 277 34 
Tractors, parts and accessories 122 32 
REI REE Ee ER 32 35 26 
Transportation equipment‘ ...... a 585 779 4 
Automobiles, parts, accessories, “and service ‘equipment? a 476 558 i 
Motortrucks, buses, and chassis, new, nonmilitary .......... 225 260 60 
Thousand........ 99 119 62 
Passenger cars and chassis, new, nonmilitary .................... 117 140 47 
Thousand........ 60 67 47 
RS 82 UR ote a ee in ae 134 158 28 
Railway transportation equipment eiacidaicnasidied haciaateaialiecnes 46 86 59 
gS RS TR Ey ee 29 70 26 
IN rare a. casvevenensagunentbesennieisinioniisi - 32 61 54 
pS SEE ES RS CE 586 24 
Iron and steel-mill products 342 25 
1,985 15 
SES EE ED ET 154 39 
Nonferrous metals and ferroalloys 41 44 10 
Foodstuffs (including relief eames = 5 ER oS ae 419 462 18 
Grains and. preparations ............ccc00 180 230 17 
ke scene duapseibibenesiostigeasmmlenaiect 114 110 13 
Mil. bvw......... 61 58 12 
ESSE SEE EE SME |: ia ee Ranier > ae 30 40 33 
Mil. dt......0 355 422 26 
ee ee PAD E I 11 48 19 
tints 6 $1 iv 
i nccdissuseasabsniusonabnsiiegiievenmabee 52 57 16 
Dairy products 39 38 31 
a SRE EEE PCTS SP A Sa 29 33 45 
co EE ee ee m 35 17 19 
Chemicals and related products 402 445 32 
I ae. casnsibegnoogrenoneidtiaam 132 140 28 
Medicinal and -— “ratremme enenens Sar ee 119 135 47 
Industrial chemicals ........ 56 59 27 
Textile manufactured? ............ccsccccecscccssssssosssesss 174 175 26 
Cotton manufactures ..... 79 77 30 
Cotton cloth, duck, and tire fabrics... , 49 47 31 
Mil. wd. ee 165 167 30 
Synthetic fibers and manufactures . idaianiapa 62 62 24 
Petroleum and _ products‘ 166 175 20 
Paper and products ............ 80 &3 38 
Rubber and manufactures‘ 55 62 21 
Cotton, unmanufactured ... 20 31 3 
Coal and related products 32 29 3 
Rg a a: ES a 497 557 17 


1 Exports of U. S. merchandise. Total includes 





“special category’’ items, 





ca 











oe 


cone 
equipment and supplies which for security reasons are excluded from commodity 


as noted. 


2 Percentage based on U. 8S. total excluding military shipments. 
* Includes, in addition to items shown, office appliances and printing machinery. 


* Excludes “special category”’ 


items. See footnote 1, table 2 


‘Includes semimanufactured textiles and a small amount of unmanufactured hair. 
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pee 
yet for these goods, taking more than 
one-third of the total shipped abroad. 


Machinery shipments to the area, . 


representing one-third of all U. S. ma- 
chinery exported, rose to $1,253 million, 
a level 27 percent higher than in 1956. 
Most of the gain occurred in construc- 
tion and mining equipment, power-gen- 
erating machinery, machine tools, metal- 
working machines, and other industrial 
machinery. ‘The increased purchases 
were made chiefly by Venezuela and 
Brazil. 

The Republics took over two-fifths of 
total U. S. exports of transportation 
equipment in 1957, increasing their pur- 
chases by one-third from 1956 levels, to 
$779 million. Striking advances were 
made in exports of civilian aircraft, 
principally to Mexico, Venezuela, and 
Brazil; of watercraft, mainly to Ven- 
ezuela; and of railway transportation 
equipment to Brazil and Argentina. The 
rise in shipments of automobiles, parts, 
and accessories, which constitute al- 
most three-fourths of the transportation 
equipment total, was much less pro- 
nounced, amounting to 17 percent. Al- 
though automotive exports to Vene- 
qela, Brazil, and Argentina rose, those 
to Colombia were cut drastically. 


Steel Exports Expand 


About two-fifths of U. S. exports of 
finished steel-mill products and metal 
manufactures was shipped to the area 
in 1957. These exports to the Republics 
rose by almost two-thirds from 1956 
levels, with shipments of steel pipe and 
tubing to Venezuela alone rising from 
$32 million in 1956 to $109 million in 
1957. 

Shipments of other finished manu- 
factures to the area showed relatively 
smaller gains in 1957. Exports of 
medicinal and pharmaceutical prepara- 
tions rose about 13 percent, and paper 
products less than 5 percent. Sales of 
textile manufactures were about the 
same as in 1956. 

Foodstuffs exported to the 20 Re- 
publics rose 10 percent to $462 million 
in 1957. Most of the gain stemmed from 
increased corn exports to Mexico. These 
jumped from $7 million in 1956 to $48 
million in 1957 after a severe drought 
cut Mexico’s domestic supplies. Exports 
of edible vegetable oils and fats, how- 
ever, declined about one-half in 1957 
from the high level of 1956 when ship- 
ments had included a large quantity 
of cottonseed oi] sold to Argentina for 
a country’s currency under P, L. 


Total sales of agricultural products 
to Latin America under the P. L. 480 
program dropped from about $92 mil- 
lion in 1956 to $53 million in 1957, in 
contrast with an increase in such sales 
to other areas from $549 million to $702 
million. 

Latin America has been the leading 
source of U. S.imports since World 
War II. Last year, that area supplied 
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29 percent of our total imports and 
about the same percentage of our raw 
materials imports, along with 58 per- 
cent of our imported foodstuffs. 

Raw materials have represented an 
increasingly important share in total 
imports from the area in recent years, 
while the proportion of foodstuffs has 
been declining. In 1957, raw materials 
comprised roughly 47 percent of the 
total, and foodstuffs only 51 percent, 
as compared with 1951-55 averages of 
39 and 59 percent respectively. 

Raw materials imports from Latin 
America were about 10 percent higher 
in value in 1957 than in 1956. The an- 
nual advance stemmed largely from 
increased imports of crude petroleum 
and residual fuel oil, mostly from Ven- 
ezuela. Some metals also advanced sub- 
stantially: Iron ore from Venezuela, 
zinc ore from Mexico and Peru, man- 
ganese ore from Brazil, and nickel oxide 
from Cuba. Imports of tungsten and 
tin ores from Bolivia, on the other 
hand, fell sharply (tin to negligible 
amounts). In value, copper imports— 
which come principally from Chile, 
Mexico, and Peru—dropped 27 percent, 
and those of lead, principally from 
Mexico and Peru, showed no gain. Fall- 
ing prices for the latter two metals de- 
pressed total values despite some 
quantity increases. 


On the whole, effects of the U. §S. 
industrial recession upon imports of 
raw materials from Latin America were 
not clearly in evidence through the end 
of 1957. There did appear to be, how- 
ever, a tapering off in the latter part 
of the year of the previously rising 
trend. In the fourth quarter, these im- 
ports, though above the seasonal low 
of the third quarter, were slightly un- 
der the high levels of the first half. 
Crude petroleum and copper imports 
showed the sharpest declines from those 
earlier levels. 


Coffee Imports Decline 


Imports of Latin American foodstuffs 
—largely tropical or off-season prod- 
ucts—were about 2 percent lower in 
1957 than they had been in 1956. This 
small change in the total was the net 
result of mixed trends for various com- 
modities. 


* U. S. purchases of coffee from the 
area fell about 7 percent in value and 
nearly as much in quantity last year. 
The decline centered in purchases from 
the two largest suppliers, Brazil and 
Colombia. Imports from other coffee- 
producing countries of Latin America 
remained about the same as those a 
year earlier. Cane sugar imports rose 
moderately in 1957, and, in addition, 


(Continued on page 29) 


Table 4.—Leading U. S. Imports From 20 American Republics 
{Millions of dollars unless otherwise indicated] 



























Percent of 
Commodity total 
1956 1957 
Geman RGU sin. ise din decent 3,639 3,768 29 
Less: Excess of entries into clstoms ware- 
houses Over Withdrawals ooo... 21 " + _ 
Imports for consumption . 3,765 29 
WenGates . 6..hsniicciec— steeds f 1,920 58 
RSE ES Mh ait cite ee nen Ot 1,207 88 
OO 
COG GREE  ddiwnmisidsaionn 
. 6,503 79 
IG caiiccececten sche bc icesscactn ap hoorcsbcaiiasaian beetles vonanettranaaemanen 70 100 
CORED GE CRON OTD © waicinesiisiercthinstictaaictinettioreeneeecctadi end ln’ on ’ 
Molasses, not for human consumption . 3 30 86 
Fish, including shellfish .......... ; dbhdhinpesncndtnaaaeel Ad 47 19 
Meat products and cattle .......... 35 58 23 
Vegetables amd preparatioms oon......cccccccccsccsesssesssseersstsseneeeesessenneens 21 28 E 
Potroletiah GG “mrOOe oe Ria ccc a inenscierecemsreneneperonen ose pf 4 
Cote: BICET ROU: sisi cciceccceste capa geriatric sc tcsicneectiinnpacionsee oe tee 193 #21 87 
Wee” Tan OTE asvssccccecsicdbcvesadesciccecuctesnenensinbdotinnesesess a” eee — -~ 49 
ee a ne me Se 26 
Nonferrous metals and ferrOallOys ..........ccccseceseseesseseeereeseenenseenee 483 a = 
Se - S.A ee eee teem Sc ee S| 282 20 
Mil. lb 680 695 59 
p RPE ORNS ere Se RN ie LAL ER 64 64 41 
Mil. 10."*........ 44 1s 4 
HAMS GEO vcccceessreaittsenstactescesseotinvceponenentensetesensecsonconsseosensensser’ ssssaenensbessednenes 3 ) 3 
Mil. Id.*.... = ‘S ¢ 
MANPaneS€ OTE] rceecccccsscccssrseseserereege cmemmnaumacee’ i tui 88 999 : 
Ni $B6. . ccenunnidt cen ceiseienttennidinecnae 
ckel oxide aii wi 0 ‘6 i 
TRUM BSLOH - OF] crececriiccassiesiocsrcsecsecerccaserccasscnceveodesecososees ey 5 << = . oe 
el LI I a I i io AN IO thitomes se 152 B4 
NI III cee epanreneeidraihlineninnmneteceestvegueienines er ae ak 14.270 19,241 58 
Textile fibers amd manufactures ........ccccccccccsccseseseseseceensesnenseeseneanseneens = a = 
Wool, unmanufactured sntnenerrecnemnanennnnern aa ara - es $1 
Bimal Md WOMOUUCM meviececiciiscrccccsrceciccsscsccsiedicescsyces-covesebemnpinbeiacnhvessadlp 15 
r Thous,. 1. tons........ 98 95 74 
COREG, “WATRNITAABCEEAF OE cssceasccccccse coccesessesvossennsesnscstuntpanebestinsiaplbcesees 10 17 49 
eg rear TERS RS ENE PP eee 34 31 5 
Vegetable oils and oilseeds, inedible 38 45 33 
TOROS DURE WU OTNITE © cca wiccsbinssonescseresdccessocsssestitstin 29 30 30 
ss il EES i TS RT EGIL PAE Te PES, ER ER 190 202 “ 





1 Including imports via Netherlands Antilles, the fatio was 70 percent. 


2 Metal content. 
* Clean content. 
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Pan American Highway Congress 
Adopts Important Resolutions 


The third meeting of the Permanent Executive Committee of Pan 
American Highway Congresses, composed of representatives from Ar- 
gentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Panama, Peru, the United 
States, and Venezuela, was held in Washington April 25 through May 
1, to consider and take action on a number of important matters 
related to the Pan American Highway. 


Principai items on the agenda in- 


cluded— 


® A proposed agreement on inter- 
national commercial motor vehicle traf- 
fic on the Pan American Highway sys- 
tem. 

@ Reconnaissance survey and ‘meth- 
ods of financing the so-called Darien 
Gap in Panama and Colombia south of 
the Panama Canal Zone. 

® Development of plans for a pro- 
visional or “pioneer” road through the 
Darien region. 

® Simplification and uniformity of 
immigration and customs requirements 
to promote tourist travel by automo- 
bile on the Inter-American Highway. 

@ Requirements for tourist services 
on the Inter-American Highway, such 
as hotels, motels, restaurants, gasoline 
stations. 


Commercial Traffic 
Agreement Approved 


Inasmuch as the _ Inter-American 
Highway is scheduled to open for 
through traffic from Panama to the 
United States in 1959, the committee 
considered it highly important to de- 
velop an agreement between all inter- 
ested States specifically applicable to 
commercial motor vehicles in order to 
enable full and beneficial utilization of 
the highway. 

Operation of passenger automobiles 
was adequately covered and encouraged 
by the Convention on Regulation of 
Inter-American Automotive Traffic held 
in Washington in 1943 and the Conven- 
tion on Road Traffic meeting in Geneva 
in 1949. 

The executive committee at its re- 
cent meeting therefore approved with 
certain revisions and additions a draft 
agreement on international commercial 
motor vehicle traffic. The agreement, 
submitted by the U. S. delegation to 
the Seventh Pan American Congress 
held in Panama City in August 1947 
for consideration, was approved unan- 
imously with the exception of a reser- 
vation by the Mexican delegation 
concerning reciprocal rights among con- 
tracting States on volume of traffic. 

As presently drafted the agreement 
provides for international commercial 
vehicle traffic for freight and pas- 
sengers between the contracting States 
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on a reciprocal basis and for unlimited 
transit traffic through the various con- 
tracting States. 


The draft agreement will now be for- 
warded to the Council of the Organiza- 
tion of American States for approval. 
If such approval is obtained, the agree- 
ment will then be submitted to all 21 
American republics in the Western 
Hemisphere for ratification. 


Final ratification of the treaty by all 
States concerned might well prove to 
be one of the most important economic 
developments in the Western Hemi- 
sphere in recent times, inaugurating a 
new era in expansion of commerce and 
friendship between the American States. 


Darien Gap Problems 
Under Consideration 


In connection with problems of the 
Pan American Highway in Darien, Pan- 
ama, and in adjacent Colombian areas, 
the executive committee resolved that 
its chairman should continue to consult 
with the Governments of the American 
countries on methods of financing so 
that necessary funds may be obtained 
for a study of the highway from Chepo, 
in Panama south of the Panama Canal 
Zone, to the point where it connects 
with the Colombian highway system. 

The committee also supported the 
idea of constructing a provisional or 
“pioneer” road through the entire 
Darien region, following the Pan Amer- 





Largest Road Program 
Under Way in Britain 


The largest road-building program 
Britain has ever had is now under way, 
the Minister of Transport reports. Most 
of the new roads will be in the indus- 
trial north and in the midlands. 

Between £25 and £30 million, equiva- 
lent to US$84 million, has been spent 
on trunk roads in the current financial 
year. Priorities as to which roads are 
to be built will be given according to 
traffic needs, with special priority to 
roads used by commercial vehicles. 

This vast road-construction program 
will have an authorization of £240 mil- 
lion for the next 4 years.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, London. 


a; 


ican Highway route, to facilitate ang 
reduce costs of studies and the draft. 
ing of detailed plans for the perm. 
anent highway. The committee further 
authorized its chairman to cooperate 
with the Governments of Panama and 
Colombia in developing a cooperative 
plan, with the aid of the Internationa} 
Cooperation Administration or by any 
other means, for opening a provisional 
road. 


Immigration, Customs 
Agreements Urged 


As the result of a memorandum pre. 
pared by the American Automobile As. 
sociation pointing out numerous difficul- 
ties encountered by motorists at border 
offices of some of the countries along 
the Inter-American Highway, resolu- 
tions were adopted to— 


@ Request the Inter-American and 
Social Council to call as soon as pos- 
sible and with the greatest urgency a 
meeting of the National Directors of 
Immigration, Customs, and Tourism of 
the United States, Mexico, the Central 
American countries, and Panama to 
conclude agreements that might facili- 
tate tourist travel by motor among 
those countries, taking into consid- 
eration recommendations previously 
adopted by the Pan American Highway 
and Inter-American Travel Congresses 
relative to personal documents, immi- 
gration, and customs requirements. 


@® Urge the aforementioned Govern- 
ments in the meantime to adopt as 
soon as possible necessary measures to 
simplify as far as possible immigration 
and customs requirements; provide ade- 
quate physical facilities, personnel, and 
off-hour schedules at border crossing 
points; simplify formalities required for 
tourists and vehicles to cross their 
frontiers; and establish necessary mini- 
mum sanitation requirements and the 
respective documents for tourists. 

The chairman of.the committee and 
the permanent secretariat were in- 
structed to bring to the attention of 
the appropriate authorities of each 
country the urgent need for establish- 
ing such services as hotels, motels, res- 
taurants, and gasoline stations along 
the Inter-American Highway at suitable 
distances within stretches where such 
services do not now exist. 


It was further resolved that wide 
publicity would be given, through all 
means available to the permanent ex- 
ecutive committee, to the need for such 
services in order to encourage develop- 
ment by private enterprises in the 
countries concerned. 

The next meeting of the permanent 
executive committee of the Pan Ameri- 
can Highway Congresses will be held 
in Washington in April of next year, 


_at which time some of the aforemen- 


tioned matters will be further reviewed. 
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Facilities Planned for 
Australian Steel Town 


The Government of the State of 
South Australia has announced plans 
for supplying the town of Whyalla, 
where a $67 million steel plant is to 
be built, with adequate electricity, wa- 
ter, transportation facilities, and hous- 
a tectricity transmission lines will be 
erected by the State Electricity Trust 
to serve Whyalla from Port Augusta 47 
miles away. Interchange between the 
Trust and Broken Hill Propriety Co., 
which under an agreement with the 
State Government will construct the 
plant, will be provided so that the Trust 
ean take the surplus power generated 
from waste gases and BHP will buy 
from the Trust at other times. It has 
been proposed that the Trust should 
purchase the town’s electricity installa- 
tions and that the Engineering and Wa- 
ter Supply Department should buy out 
its water-supply network. 

The Engineering and Water Supply 
Department reportedly is favorably dis- 
posed to supplying water to the town at 
2 shillings 6 pence per 1,000 gallons on 
the rated value and 1 shilling 9 pence 
per 1,000 gallons on the excess. Thereby 
Whyalla would be brought into line with 
other towns, such as Jamestown and 
Claire, which are also supplied by the 
Morgan-Whyalla pipeline. As the pipe- 
line would be fully taxed to supply the 
new steel industry and the town of Why- 
alla, the extra water requirements at 


_Iron Knob, location of iron ore deposits, 


would necessitate that the Government 
give speedy consideration to duplicating 
the gravity sections of the line. Some of 
the original pumps which have been in 
operation for 14 years, also would have 
to be replaced. A sum of £A5 million is 
expected to be spent on duplicating 
parts. 

Construction of a railway from Port 
Augusta to Whyalla has been discussed 
with the Commonwealth Railways Com- 
missioner. Estimated cost of a standard- 
gage railway over the 48 miles between 
the towns, with heavy rails, track, and 
structures, reportedly would be about 
£A175,000. Locomotives and_ rolling 
stock would involve a further expendi- 
ture of £A550,000, making the total out- 
lay about £A2.3 million. 

The South Australia Housing Trust 
reportedly will build at least 1,500 
houses at Whyalla for BHP employes, 
as well as an additional 400 houses for 
workers in the oil tanker industry. Why- 
alla, which is 247 road miles northwest 
of Adelaide, has a population of 8,700, 
which with development of the steel 
works is expected to increase to 20,000. 
—U. S. Consulate, Melbourne. 

The State’s agreement with BHP for 
construction of the steel plant was an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
May 5, 1958, page 29. 
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Vast Electric Power Programs 
Under Way in Ontario Province 


The Hydro-Electric Power Commission of the Canadian Province 
of Ontario, to meet the heavy need for increased power-created by 
the tremendous industrial development in the area, has inaugurated 
or has in the planning stage vast electric power projects. 

Now under construction are five new hydroelectric plants and ex- 
tensions to five existing plants, which will increase the capacity of the 
Province’s hydraulic resources by 914,200 kilowatts, to a total of 


4,545,000 kilowatts. 

Largest of the new stations is the 
Sir Adam Beck Niagara project which 
will rank as one of the major sources 
of hydroelectric power in the world. 
The plant is comprised of 16 individual 
units, 12 of which were completed 
in 1954 and 1955, 2 were placed in 
operation last year, and 2 will be com- 
pleted about the middle of this year. 
When fully operative the plant will 
carry a generating capacity of 1,370,- 
000 kilowatts. 

Second in size among the new hy- 
draulic projects is the St. Lawrence 
plant. This station, reported to cost a 
total of C$300 million, is now more 
than 80 percent complete and is ex- 
pected to be in full operation by 1960 
with a generating capacity of 820,000 
kilowatts. 

The three other new projects are 
in northern Ontario. Whitedog Falls 
station on the Winnipeg River, com- 
pleted in February of this year, has 
a capacity of 54,000 kilowatts; Caribou 
Falls station on the English River, 
scheduled for completion in mid-1958, 
will have a capacity of 67,500 kilowatts; 
and the Silver Falls station on the 
Kaministikwia River, with a capacity 
of 45,500 kilowatts, is scheduled for 
completion in 1959. 

Among stations now being expanded 
are the Cameron Falls and Alexander 
on the Nipigon River, Manitou Falls 
on the English River, and Abitibi Can- 
yon on the Abitibi River, all in the 
northeastern section. 

A month ago the commission an- 
nounced its decision to further augment 
its resources in the northeastern -sec- 
tion by constructing two hydroelectric 
plants, one on the Mississagi River and 
another on the Abitibi River. These 
plants, to be known as Red Rock sta- 
tion and Otter Rapids station, will have 
capacities of 31,000 kilowatts and 
131,000 kilowatts, respectively. 


Thermoelectric Plants Planned 
For Toronto-Hamilton Area 


For the last few years the commis- 
sion has been faced with the fact that 
the St. Lawrence and Niagara River 
projects currently under construction 
constitute the Province’s last major 
sources of hydraulic power, and last 
August announced it had agreed upon 





plans to construct two of the world’s 
largest thermoelectric plants in the 
heavily industrialized Toronto-Hamilton 
area. 

The first of the plants, to be known 
as the Lakeview generating station, 
will have six units each with a gen- 
erating capacity of 300,000 kilowatts, to 
a total of 18 million kilowatts when 
in full operation. The first two are 
expected to be completed in 1961 and 
1962 and the entire plant to be finished 
by 1968. 

The second plant, the Hamilton gen- 
erating station, will be the same size 
as the Lakeview station. Although no 
completion date has been indicated, 
construction will be somewhat later 
than that of the Lakeview station. 

~The commission has also announced 
its decision to build a new thermoelec- 
tric station at Fort William to meet 
the soaring power demands in north- 
western Ontario. To be known as the 
Thunder Bay generating station, the 
plant, which will cost C$26 million, is 
expected to be operating by 1961 with 
an initial capacity of 100,000 kilowatts. 
The station, however, is expected even- 
tually to be expanded to generate as 
much as 1 million kilowatts. The com- 
mission is said to have a twofold pur- 
pose in rushing construction of this 
plant—to meet the area’s rapidly in- 
creasing power demands and to provide 
a source of thermogenerated power to 
support the hydraulic plants, which are 
vulnerable to interruption because of 
low-water conditions. 

Extension of the Richard L. Hearn 
generating station in Toronto also is 
planned. This thermoelectric plant, 
with a present capacity of 400,000 kilo- 
watts, will have 4 additional units of 
200,000 kilowatts each, giving. it a 
capacity of 1.2 million kilowatts when 
completed. These units will be put into 
operation progressively as completed in 
1958, 1959, and 1960. 

In 1955 Ontario Hydro announced 
that it would proceed jointly with 
Atomic Energy of Canada, Ltd. and 
Canadian Electric Co., Ltd., in construc- 
tion of a 20,000-kilowatt nuclear-electric 
plant to be known as Nuclear Power 
Demonstration. The main function of 
this plant, which is located close to 


(Continued on page 26) 
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Britain Expands Power 
Supply Facilities 


Contracts placed by Britian’s Central 
Electricity Authority in December and 
by the Central Electricity Generating 
Board in January and February amount- 
ed to more than £17% million, the 
equivalent of US$49 million, for power 
stations, transmission lines, and trans- 
forming stations. 

Principal items were two 200,000- 
kilowatt turbogenerators for the Will- 
ing B station near Derby; two 120,000- 
kilowatt turbogenerators for Rugeley, 
Midlands; and two  100,000-kilowatt 


turbogenerators for Aberthaw, South 
Wales. 


During its last year of operation CEA 
installed new generating plants yielding 
an additional output capacity of 1,788,- 
000 kilowatts, compared with the record 
figure of 1,797,000 kilowatts in 1956. 
The capacities of generating plants to 
be commissioned in 1958 will be sub- 
stantially less than in recent years, 
however, because of capital-investment 
cuts imposed on the industry. © 

CEA was dissolved on December 31, 
1957, and its functions were taken over 
by the new Electricity Council and t 
Central Electricity Generating Boar 
on January 1, 1958.—U. S. Embassy, 
London. 





Vast Electric ... 
(Continued from page 25) 


the Des Joachims generating station on 
the Ottawa River, is to demonstrate 
the feasibility of producing electric 
energy from a nuclear-power plant us- 
ing heavy water as a moderator and 
natural uranium as a fuel. 

A comprehensive program for devel- 
opment of a full-scale nuclear power 
plant was announced this year by 
Atomic Energy. The new program, in 
addition to embracing the aforemen- 
tioned demonstration plant, calls for 
construction of a 200,000-kilowatt nu- 
clear-power plant near Toronto. The 
plant is expected to be generating 
power by 1965 or 1966. 

As of the end of last December, elec- 
tric power generation in Ontario totaled 
4,844,000 kilowatts, barely covering the 
Province’s current requirements, re- 
ported to be 4,783,500 kilowatts. Of 
the total amount, 4,248,600 kilowatts 
were generated in the commission’s own 
power plants, and the remaining 595,400 
kilowatts were obtained from other 
systems, principally the Quebec Hydro- 
Electric System and to a lesser extent 
Manitoba MHydro-Electric Commission 
and Detroit Edison Company, 


The large bulk of Ontario Hydro’s 
power is hydraulically generated. In 
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December 1945 the commission’s hy- 
draulic resources had a total capacity 
of 1,230,000 kilowatts. Today 3,630,800 
kilowatts are generated, constituting a 
gain of 200 percent in the 12 years since 
World War II. 

Ontario's potential for additional 
hydroelectric power is limited, Ap- 
proximately 160,000 kilowatts can be 
developed economically in the southern 
section, largely on the Madawaska 
River. In the northeastern section 
about 550,000 kilowatts probably can 
be produced, according to the commis- 
sion, but most of the sites lie in the 
far north and considerable field investi- 
gation is still required to confirm 
feasibility of development. The north- 
western part has sources for about 
200,000 kilowatts. 

Thus in total the potential for eco- 
nomic development amounts to roughly 
910,000 _kilowatts embracing 32 differ- 
ent sites ranging in capacity from 5,000 
to 80,000 kilowatts, most of which, how- 
ever, would produce less than 30,000 
kilowatts. 

Because of the limited sources of 
additional hydroelectric power the com- 
mission must look more and more to 
thermal generation, and, as indicated, 
it already has manifested interest in 
the possibility of nuclear power as a 
competitor to conventional thermal 
plants. The extent to which use of 
nuclear power will be resorted to will 
naturally depend upon advances in tech- 
nology.—U. S. Consulate, Toronto, 
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South Africa Plans New 
Power Plant at Ngagane 


A new power station which will be of 
vital importance to the industrial deve}. 
opment of the Union of South Africa 
will be built at Ngagane, about 14 miles 
east of Newcastle in northern Natal, 

The dam will be built on a nearby 
river and the new station placed on a 
pithead which has enough coal to sup. 
ply the plant during its economic life. 
time, estimated at from 20 to 35 years, 

With a planned capacity of 500,009 
kilowatts, the new station will use 
approximately 60 million tons of coal 
over a 30-year period. The plant, to be 
built by the Union’s Electricity Supply 
Commission, is estimated to cost £15 
million, equivalent to US$42 million. 
Completion is scheduled for the end of 
1962.—U. S. Embassy, Pretoria. 








lraqi Airways Expand 
International Service 


Iraqi Airways on March 15 inaugu- 
rated a twice-weekly Viscount service 
between Baghdad-Basra and Dhahran, 
Saudi Arabia, flights to leave Baghdad 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays. One- 
way fares are 19.650 dinars, or US 
$55.02, and roundtrip 35.400 dinars or 
US$99.12. 


Also scheduled in Iraqi Airways’ ex- 
pansion of international service was a 
Baghdad-Karachi-Bombay route, which 
was expected to be inaugurated on 
May 1. A third service to London via 
Istanbul and Vienna was scheduled to 
be inaugurated on May 9. Iraqi Airways’ 
once-a-week service to Amman, Jordan, 
was to be increased to twice-a-week 
as of March 23. The twice-a-week serv- 
ice to Tehran, Iran, soon will be in- 
creased to 3 times a week.—uwU., S&. 
Embassy, Baghdad. 


American Export Lines 
Adds Service to Israel 


American Export Lines introduced a 
fortnightly nonstop, 14-day express serv- 
ice from New York to Tel Aviv and 
Haifa, starting with the sailing from 
New York of the SS. Exmouth on March 
ai, 

It is understood that the four cargo 
vessels Exermont, Exton, Exilona, and 
Exmouth, which have been operating 
between U. S. east coast ports and 
Israel, with other Mediterranean stops 
en route, will be placed in the new 
service. Two of the vessels can accom- 
modate up to 12 passengers. 


This new, faster service will place 
American Export Lines in a position to 
compete on even terms with Israel's 
ZIM Lines, at least on the eastward 
run.—U. S. Consulate, Haifa, 
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Mievesic To Add 
New Unit at Kariba 


The Federation of Rhodesia and Ny- 
d’s Minister of Power has an- 
nounced that it has authorized the Fed- 
eral Power Board to exercise its option 
to buy a sixth unit for the Kariba hy- 
droelectric project. The order will: be 
placed immediately, and the unit is ex- 
pected to be in operation in 1962. 

Each unit of the plant consists of a 
140,000-horsepower turbine and a 100,- 
000-kilowatt generator with associated 
switchgear, transformers, controls, civil 
engineering, transport, etc. Thus, Kari- 
ba’s output in 1962 will be raised from 
500,000 to 600,000 kilowatts. 

Reasons given for acquiring the new 
unit at this time are both technical and 
economic. The underground power sta- 
tion now being constructed on the right 
pank of the Zambesi is designed for six 
units, and operation and maintenance 
will be safer and less liable to interrup- 
tion if all units are installed consecu- 
tively instead of at intervals of some 
years between the fifth and sixth. 
Moreover, the extra unit will be a form 
of insurance against mechanical break- 
downs. 

By ordering six units instead of five 
the Federal Power Board will save ap- 
proximately £100,000 on the purchase 
price, and the £700,000 cost of the sixth 
unit can be found from within the total 
of loans which have already been raised 
for the project. 

According to forecasts of demand, a 
sixth unit at Kariba will not be abso- 
lutely essential until about 1965, but its 
installation in 1962 will enable low-cost 
hydroelectric generation to replace a 
substantial quantity of high cost genera- 
tion at coal-fired stations——U. S. Con- 
sulate General, Salisbury. 





Britain-Spain Weekly 
Flights Inaugurated 


B.K.S. Air Transport, Ltd., a British 
airline, will inaugurate a weekly flight 
between Southend, London, and North 
Spain on May 31. 

The flight will leave Southend every 
Saturday morning, arrive at Parayas 
Airport in Santander, Spain, 3% hours 
later, and after a brief stopover con- 
tinue on to Bilbao, Spain. The return 
flight is scheduled to leave Bilbao in 
the afternoon and arrive in London 
early in the evening. Fare for the round 
trip is £35.17, equivalent to US$100.38. 

Several other British airlines from 
Liverpool and Birmingham also may 
schedule flights between England and 
North Spain.—U. S. Consulate, Bilbao, 
Spain, 





Ceylon’s exports of copra and coco- 
nut oil in 1957 totaled 75,976 long tons, 
oil basis, according to the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service. 
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IRAQ 


Bans Import of Sulfa Drugs 


The Iraqi Government has prohibited 
import of sulfapyridine and sulfanila- 
mide and canceled the ban on import of 
sulfathiazole which went into effect, un- 
der notification No. 9743, on April 8, 
1957, 

The new action was taken by Min- 
istry of Health notification No. 24100, 
dated November 25, 1957—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Baghdad. . 


LEBANON 
Enters Items Duty Free 


The Lebanese Government has an- 
nounced several changes in its customs 
tariff listings. 

Tariff item No. 784 covering alum- 
inum articles not elsewhere specified is 
revised by the addition of a fourth sub- 








division to cover empty aluminum tubes - 


intended for packing toothpaste and by 
providing for admittance of such empty 
tubes duty free under the normal tariff. 

Tariff items Nos. 757 and 760 cover- 
ing brass bars and finished bronze bush- 
ings are changed to exempt from pay- 
ment of customs duties all brass, cop- 
per, and bronze tubes and pipes, includ- 
ing finished bronze bushings.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Beirut. 


MEXICO 


Lowers Duty on Beer Cans 


Mexico has substantially lowered its 
import duties for labeled beer cans, ef- 
fective March 28, by creation of a new 
classification for same in the import 
tariff. 

The new classification and duty are 
as follows (1 peso=US$0.08) : 

680.06.02. Containers of tinplate, with a ca- 
pacity of up to 1 liter, with printed or lith- 
ographed labels indicating their exclusive 
use for canning beer, 0.03 pesos each. 

Formerly such cans were covered un- 
der classification No. 680.06.99, contain- 
ers of tinplate, even with labels or ad- 
vertisements, not specified, dutiable at 
2 pesos per gross kilogram plus 60 per- 
cent ad valorem.—Diario Oficial, March 
27, 1958. 


NICARAGUA 


Lowers Two Duties 


Nicaraguan import duties on paper for 
the manufacture of drinking straws and 
on snap fasteners and clasps have been 
considerably reduced effective February 
27. 

Nicaraguan tariff items affected. and 
their new duties, specific in U. S. dol- 
lars per gross kilogram and percent ad 
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Pakistan To Expand 
Electric Power Supply 


Electric power supply in the metro- 
politan area of Karachi, Pakistan, will 
be more than doubled under a power- 
expansion project undertaken to meet 
the capital city’s increasing needs, and 
further additions will soon be planned. 

Under the present expansion a new 
60,000-kilowatt steam power station is 
to be built adjacent to the present sta- 
tion in that area and transmission and 
distribution facilities will be extended. 
Boilers will be equipped to burn either 
oil or natural gas, although natural gas 
supplied by the Sui Gas Transmission 
Co. normally will be used. 

The work is to be done by the 
Karachi Electric Supply Corp., a public 
utility with shares held by the Pakistan 
Government and private interests and 
the sole supplier of power in the 
Karachi area. 

Equipment to be imported for the 
project will be by competitive bidding. © 

To help meet the estimated $21.5- 
million cost of the new project, the 
corporation has received a loan of $14 
million from the World Bank. The loan 
will provide the needed foreign ex- 
change and the remaining costs will be 
financed by KESC from retained earn- 
ings and sale of shares. 

Until the new power plant comes 
into operation early in 1962, demand 
for power in Karachi cannot be fully 
accommodated. All units must be kept 
in constant service and restrictions will 
be placed on consumption. The capacity 
of the new plant is expected to be ab- 
sorbed by the end of 1963. Output of 
a 30,000 kilowatt steam power - plant 
which went into commercial operation 
early in 1957 will be fully utilized by the 
end of this year. 

A continuing need for more power 
for industrial and residential purposes 
has developed in the Karachi area. In 
the last decade the population has 
quadrupled to 1.5 million, and the city 
has become one of the chief manufac- 
turing centers of Pakistan. Industry 
has grown from a few small factories to 
several hundred enterprises. 





valorem on ec. i. f. value, with former 
status, shown in parentheses, are as fol- 
lows: 


642-09-09-6. Strips of special paper for man- 
ufacture of drinking straws, 0.05 and 10 per- 
cent. (New subitem; formerly included under 
“other articles of pulp, paper, paperboard, 
or cardboard, not specified,’’ duitable at $0.60 
and 20 percent, now renumbered No. 642-09- 
09-7, with no change in duty.) 

899-05-02. Studs, cufflinks, clasps, and snap 
fasteners, of all sorts of material except 
precious metals and precious stones, and 
blanks for such articles: 899-05-02-1, Snap 
fasteners and clasps, 0.30 and 10 percent; 
899-05-02-2, all others, 1.50 and 10 percent. 
(Classification previously contained no sub- 
items, and all products covered were dutiable 
at 1.50 and 10 percent. 


—Diario Oficial, February 27, 1958. 
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Guatemala Group Plans 
To Up Tourist Income 


Recommendations of the Guatemalan 
Tourist Bureau and the Advisory Tour- 
ist Board, for converting the Guate- 
malan tourist industry into an impor- 
tant part of the national economy within 
a short time, have been prepared for 
presentation to the new Government. 

The recommendations are as follows: 

®@ Resolve the problem of transporta- 
tion by rapid completion of the Pan 
American Highway, rehabilitation of 
ports, construction of new international 
airport; and establishment of direct 
flights to Guatemala by airlines now 
operating within the country and inau- 
guration of operations by other airlines. 

@ Establish tourist offices in impor- 
tant U. S. cities under direct jurisdic- 
tion of the Guatemalan Tourist Bureau. 


@ Designate $100,000 exclusively for 
a concentrated publicity campaign in a 
particular foreign area, changing areas 
periodically, and designate the same 
amount for a continuing program which 
would bring authors to Guatemala in 
order to obtain publicity through the 
authors’ reports of their experiences 
while visiting. 

@® Organize tourist boards in all De- 
partments — political subdivisions — and 
provide them with $100 a month for 
operation of new tourist centers. 

@ Encourage hotel construction where 
none now exists. 

@ Install a cable car on the volcano 
near “Antigua to carry tourists to the 
crater. 

@ Establish a school to train tourist 
guides. 

@® Expand and develop local handi- 
craft industries. 

@ Establish the Guatemalan Tourist 
Institute as an autonomous entity. 

Members of the Tourist Advisory 
Board are representatives of the air- 
lines, travel agencies, association of 





Iraq Expands Foreign 
Communications Lines 


Radiotelephone communications be- 
tween Baghdad and Bahrein and the 
second of four planned Baghdad-Amman 
telephone lines were recently placed in 
operation. Radiotelephone service be- 
tween Hawaii and Iraq via New York 
and London began operation in March. 


Plans for expansion of Baghdad's tele- 
communications include radiotelephone 
connections with Tokyo and Khartoum 
and a new telephone line between Bagh- 
dad and Damascus via Albu Kamal and 
Aleppo.—U. S. Embassy, Baghdad. 
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tourist guides, the national press, the 
Guatemalan Tourist Association, the 
Council for Private Initiative, the Min- 
istry of Foreign Relations, the hotel in- 
dustry and the Guatemala City govern- 
ment. 


Activities of this board and the Gua- 
temalan Tourist Bureau have increased 
in the past year, and their proposals 
have received wide publicity in the lo- 
cal press. 

Recommendations of these groups, 
however, cannot be put into force un- 
til sufficient funds can be obtained from 
the Federal Government. Those directly 
interested in tourism are hoping the 
Congress will establish the Guatemalan 
Tourist Institute by law and provide 
adequate funds for its activities.—U. S. 
Embassy, Guatemala. 





Luxury Beach Hotel Being 
Constructed in N. Antilles. 


December completion of the Aruba 
Caribbean Hotel is expected to boost 
the Netherlands Antilles’ single indus- 
try oil economy, which has recently 
been forced to reduce operations some- 
what. 


An ultramodern air-conditioned 8- 
story building, the hotel will have 124 
double rooms and 6 suites, all with bal- 
conies facing a beach reported by water 
sports enthusiasts to be one of the finest 
in the Caribbean for year round activi- 
ties. Dining and recreation facilities 
will be augmented by a casino, swim- 
ming pool, barbecue area, and a small 
pier for yachts and motorboats. 

Upon completion by the Taylor Con- 
struction Co., of Miami, at a cost of 
6.4 million guilders (1 NA guilder= 
US$0.5305), the hotel will be managed 
by Condado Caribbean Hotels, Inc., of 
Chicago, on a 15-year contract. Condado 
is to finance operation of the hotel and 
repayment of the construction loan, ab- 
sorbing all operational losses, and will 
receive one-third of the net profit, with 
the owning corporation, N. V. Aruben, 
receiving the other two-thirds, Bohama 
N. V., a local firm, was awarded the 
137,000 guilder contract for laying the 
foundation. 





U.K. Visitors Increase 


Approximately 41,500 oversea visitors 
arrived in the United Kingdom in Janu- 
ary, 7 percent more than the 38,000 en- 
tering in the first month of 1957, the 
British Travel and Holidays Association 
reports. 

The United States accounted for 
6,000; Central and South America, 730; 
and Europe, 22,000; increases of 17, 36, 
and 2 percent, respectively. Air arrivals, 
excluding those from Commonwealth 
countries, constituted 50 percent of all 
arrivals.—U. S. Embassy, London. 


— 


Luxembourg Tourist 
Boom Seen for 1958 


Luxembourg expects a record year jp 
tourism in 1958, despite the late spring, 
because the Brussels World’s Fair jg 
only 3 hours from the heart of the 
country by car or train. 


Total income and aggregate receipts 
from tourism in 1957 exceeded that of 
1956, according to the Luxembourg Na. 
tional Office for Tourism, even though 
the rainy summer discouraged tourist 
travel. 


Total net income for 1957 totaled 378 
million francs, an increase of 49.9 mij. 
lion over 1956 tourist income (50 Lyx. 
embourg francs=US$1). Total gross re. 
ceipts from tourism in 1957 are esti. 
mated at approximately 1,012 million 
francs, 67 million more than in the pre. 
vious year. 

In the first 9 months of 1957 there 
were 482,765 overnight lodgings occy. 
pied by tourists, a decrease of 20 per. 
cent over the same period of 1956 
Americans occupying overnight quarters, 
however, decreased less than 11 per. 
cent, and they exchanged $2,725,000 
worth of travelers checks for approxi- 
mately 136 million francs. 


Additional Facilities Planned 


Inasmuch as total receipts increased 
even though the number of tourists re. 
maining overnight decreased, proposals 
have been made to provide certain ad- 
ditional entertainment 
effort to cause more transient travelers 
to stay in Luxembourg for the night or 
longer. Camping became increasingly 
popular in 1957 €@nd plans are being 
made to increase such facilities in order 
to attract more youth tourism. 

Belgium furnished. the majority of 
Luxembourg’s tourists last year, fol- 
lowed by the Netherlands, France, Great 
Britain, the United States, and Germany 
in that order. 





The cruise ships Statendam and Oslof- | 


jord touched at Pointe Noire, Middle 
Congo with a total of over 1,000 Ameri- 
can tourists in January and March of 
this year, under the auspices of two 
leading American travel agencies. On 
both occasions, about 50 tourists came 
to the Brazzaville-Leopoldville area. 

According to the President of the 
Pointe Noire Syndicat d’Initiative, the 
Statendam tourists spent, including 
their transportation within French 
Equatorial Africa, CFA fr. 3,500,000 
(210 CFA francs=US$1) which has 
greatly encouraged the authorities to 
put more effort into promoting tourism. 
Figures for the amount spent by the 
Oslofjord group are not available, al- 
though this group bought $1,000 worth 
of souvenirs on the dock at Pointe 
Noire, 
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New Zealand eee 

(Continued from page 2) 
than a deflationary force. The Minister 
of Finance hinted at the possibility of 
increased taxation. Indications are that 
Government spending on public works 
nas been slowed. Some election prom- 
jses have been deferred. For example, 
it was announced that the introduction 
of television had been rendered impos- 
sible by the exchange situation. 

A familiar weapon which the Govern- 
ment will certainly employ will be a 
reintensification of the credit squeeze 
which was relaxed in late 1957. Al- 
though the import restrictions were re- 

ible for some shortages of consum- 
er items and for some price increases, 
the Government has not yet found it 
necessary to resort to price controls. 
This may be owing in part to the stocks 
still available and also the knowledge 
that significant price increases affect- 
ing important items would be quickly 
followed by the imposition of price con- 
trols. 


Internal Adjustments to Be Made 


One of the most difficult problems 
New Zealand will face this year will be 
that of adjusting the price support sys- 
tem for dairy production under current 
world marketing conditions. Butter was 
selling in London for £NZ220 a ton at 
the end of the first quarter, about 
£NZ130 a ton below this season’s guar- 
anteed price. By mid-April, the price 
was £NZ206 a ton and threatening to 
dip below £NZ200 a ton. So far, the 
difference between the world price and 
the guaranteed price to producers has 
been made up out of dairy industry 
reserve funds. 


The fund which totaled over £NZ28 
million at the beginning of 1957 is ex- 
pected to be completely exhausted by 
the middle of 1958. Any further sup- 
port payments must then involve some 
direct Government subsidization. ‘The 
Finance Minister, on April 1, noted 
that dairy farmers in New Zealand 
were being paid £NZ22 million a year 
more than their products would bring 
on the world market. He said that tax- 
payers “would take some convincing” 
before they would continue to pay this 
after the industry’s reserves are used 
up. 

Another agricultural development 
closely related to the current exchange 
crisis was the increase in wheat prices 
announced in January. The price to be 
paid to growers for wheat harvested 
in the 1958-59 season would be increased 
by 2 shillings ($0.28) a bushel in the 
South Island, the principal producing 
area, and by 6 pence ($0.07) a bushel 
in the North Island. The Minister of 
Industries and Commerce in making the 
announcement said “‘Government is seri- 
ously concerned at the sharp decline in 
Wheat acreage in New Zealand and it 
is essential] that New Zealand grow a 
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reasonable proportion of its wheat re- 
quirements to give greater security in 
time of crisis and to save overseas ex- 
change.”—U. S. Embassy, Wellington. 





Uruguayan Difficulties .. . 


(Continued from page 3) 


propriate or lease the plants should 
difficulties arise to prevent the Execu- 
tive Power from accepting the sale 
offer of the two American companies. 
Faced with the need for additional 
slaughtering facilities, now that fat 
cattle are moving to market, the Gov- 
ernment issued a decree, over the week- 
end of April 26, “intervening” the Swift 
plant. 


W ool Exports Drop Drastically 


Wool sales, which were slow in Feb- 
ruary, became almost completely para- 
lyzed in March, This was caused by the 
declining international market price, 
intense foreign competition, and local 
export terms which were unsatisfactory 
to the producers. This resulted in the 
unprecedented situation whereby the 
quarter closed with half of the current 
wool clip unsold. Meanwhile, the wool 
producers alleged that the existing ex- 
port rates and “aforos”—the amount of 
the particular sale that must be sur- 
rendered at the official rate of ex- 
change—did not allow them cost cov- 
erage and a normal profit and so refused 
to sell aboard. On the other hand, the 
Government alleged that the current 
export terms were adequate and re- 
fused to change them. 

Although wool exports based on ear- 
lier sales during the month of March 
amounted to 24,714 bales as compared 
to 11,960 bales in March 1957, cumula- 
tive exports for the first 6 months of 
the current wool year—starting Oct. 1, 
1957—were only 68,472 bales compared 
with 108,936 bales during the first half 
of the previous wool year. Exports to 
the United States amounted to only 960 
bales. The U.S.S.R., with 8,554 bales, 
was the principal purchaser. 


Exportable Wheat Surplus Reduced 


Wheat was a much discussed issue 
during the quarter. The Government’s 
estimate of the 1957-58 exportable 
wheat surplus was reduced, and export 
receipts calculated earlier by the trade 
at US$16.5 million for a surplus of 
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326,000 metric tons were, by the close 
of the quarter, cautiously estimated at 
around US$15.5 million for a 310,000 ton 
surplus. Certain groups complained that 
if the pending sale of wheat to Brazil 
was not completed Uruguay might re- 
ceive considerably less ‘than US$15.5 
million from 1958 wheat sales. 

An increase in the floor price paid to 
wheat producers, from 17 to 20 pesos 
per 10 kilos for the 1958-59 wheat har- 
vest, was suggested by the Government. 
This suggested increase in price is op- 
posed by some groups on the ground 
that such a price increase, if officially 
established, would further accentuate 
the cutback in the livestock industry 
which began when the Government 
established a wheat subsidy program 
in 1947. 

Cattle slaughter in March amounted 
to 49,537 head. Frigorifiao Nacional was 
once again operating full time and took 
the relatively high number of 36,614 
head of cattle: The balance of the total 
was slaughtered by the only other two 
remaining private packing houses. Total 
exportable surplus of meat was esti- 
mated at 60,000 metric tons. 


Small Agricultural Crops Forecast 


Some evidence of drought in certain 
sections of the country appeared, but 
pastures, for the most part, remained 
in generally good conditions. As a re- 
sult well fattened cattle were plentiful. 
Sunflower seed and corn harvesting was 
under way during the quarter. Sun- 
flower yields were expected to be un- 
satisfactory as a result of plagues, but 
corn yields were forecast as being un- 
usually good. The crops of flax, rye, bar- 
ley, and oats were hard hit by unusually 
heavy rains in December and January, 
and production was estimated as “very 
limited.” 

Labor conflicts in this quarter were 
comparatively light; however, lessening 
of activity in the ports and in the con- 
struction and textile industries gave 
rise to increasing unemployment.—vU. S. 


_ Embassy, Montevideo. 





Latin America ... 


(Continued from page 23) 

some gains were made in the value of 
cocoa, banana, and vegetable imports. 
Heavy entries of cattle from Mexico 
also took place in the last few months 
of the year. 

Finished manufactured goods com- 
prise less than 3 percent of U. S. im- 
ports from Latin Ameriea. Twine and 
cordage, leather bags, straw goods, 
cigars, wall tile, lead pipe, and cement 
are some of the items in this group 
that have been imported in small 
quantities from the area. 





West Germany imports of cattle hides 
from Argentina and the United States 
increased in 1957 by 35 and 88 percent, 
respectively, according to the Foreign 
Agricultural Service. 


29 














> 





INFORMATION SERVICE 


~=WORLD TRADE 





FOREIGN TRADERS, investors, 
manufacturers, and researchers will find 
valuable information in the reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in the World Trade Informa- 
tion Service. 

These reports contajn data gathered 
by U. S. Foreign Service posts. through- 
out the world and analyzed, correlated, 
and supplemented by BFC country an- 
alysts and specialists. 


Twelve New Annual 
Reviews Published 


Last week BFC issued 12 additional 
reports in its series of annual reviews 
by country. They cover Austria, Cuba, 
Ecuador, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, the 
Nefherlands, Norway, Portugal, Sweden, 
Switzerland, and Yugoslavia. Published 
earlier in WTIS, part 1, were Economic 
Developments in Hong Kong, 1957, No. 
58-14; Economic Developments in In- 
dia, 1957, No. 58-16; and Economic De- 
velopments in the Philippines, 1957, No. 
58-19. 

Each of the annual reviews discusses 
in considerable detail the outstanding 
developments during the year 1957 in 
the economy’s major components. 
Among the subjects generally covered 
are money, banking, and credit, price 
indexes, foreign exchange situation, bud- 
getary position, domestic business 
trends, foreign trade by countries and 
commodities, transportation and com- 
munications, agriculture, industry, con- 
struction, power, and tourism and 
travel. 

Excerpts from appraisals of the over- 
all situation are given below for each 
of the new reports. 

| 


[] Economic Developments in Aus- 
tria, 1957.\WTIS, part 1, No. 58-26. 
10 pp. 10 cents. 


The Austrian economy picked up in 
1957 from the slackening noted in the 
preceding year. The gross national pro- 
duct is estimated to have grown nearly 
6 percent and the expansion was shared 
by individual sectors of the economy 
more evenly than heretofore. Experi- 


30 








“a 








encing only very limited repercussions 
of the deceleration in economic growth 
in Western Europe, production main- 
tained the margin of advance over 1956 
right up to the year end. 

Domestic demand increased substan- 
tially under the impetus of steadily 
growing consumption and of stepped-up 
investment activity which had stagnated 
in 1956. Exports, which continued to 
expand rapidly but at a lessening rate, 
absorbed a high proportion of the pro- 
duction increment. Although employ- 
ment increased somewhat more slowly, 
than in 1956, the rate of unemploy- 
ment continued to decline. In contrast 
with 1956, production gains rather than 
labor force increases were by far the 
more important factor contributing to 
the expansion in output. 


[_] Economic Developments in Cuba, 
1957. WTIS, part 1, No. 58-25. 8 pp. 
10 ,cents. 


The year 1957 was a prosperous one 
for the economy of Cuba. Business in 
general was characterized by a steady 
increase in sales in the first half of the 
year, followed by a slump—attributed 
in part to the “dead season” between 
sugar harvests and in part to uncertain- 
ties caused by political unrest—and, in 
the latter months of the year, by a 
steady upward trend. Sales increases in 
1957, as compared with 1956, were re- 
ported by distributors of passenger cars 
and trucks, tires, and farm equipment, 
Similar improvement was noted in mid- 
bracket department store sales. 


[] Economic Developments in Ecua- 
dor, 1957. WTIS, part 1, No. 58-24. 
8 pp. 10 cents. 


Economic conditions in Ecuador were 
exceptionally good in 1957. The large 
volume of exports achieved permitted 
the relaxation of import restrictions and 
a consequent expansion in imports. The 
exchange value of the sucre rose ap- 
preciably owing to the large volume 
of export earnings. Through careful 
management, the Government was able 
to weather a fiscal crisis which had de- 
veloped in 1956, and the country con- 
tinued to enjoy the generally stable 
economic conditions that it has experi- 
enced for several years, 


(] Economic Developments in Italy, 
1957. WTIS, part 1, No. 58-32, 4 pp. 
10 cents. 


Italy’s gross national product in 1957 
has been preliminarily estimated at 14. 
800 billion lire ($23,680 million), a rise 
of 6.6 percent at current prices and 
5.6 percent at constant prices (reqj 
terms) over 1956. This compares with 
respective increases of 7.2 percent and 
4.1 percent in 1956 over 1955. The 
growth in Italy’s gross product in 1957 
resulted from greater output in indus. 
try, transportation, and services. Ag. 
ricultural production was a little lower 
than the 1956 level. There was also, 
slight downward price trend for agri- 
cultural products. 

Industrial production rose 9.0 percent 
over 1956 as against 7.1 percent between 
1955 and 1956, and 8.8 precent between 
1954 and 1955. 

Foreign trade not only expanded con- 
siderably, but the rate of increase of ex. 
ports was, contrary to the past trend, 
greater than that of imports, the trade 
deficit was less, the balance on current 
items improved, and the balance of 
payments closed with a modest surplus. 

As of March 1958, however, a loss of 
momentum in economic expansion ap 
peared to be taking place in Italy. 


[] Economic Developments in Jo- 


pan, 1957. WTIS, part 1, No. 58-23.| 


24 pp. 10 cents. 


The year 1957 witnessed a slowing 
down of Japan’s 3-year boom although 
industrial output and exports increased 
by 17 and 14 percent, respectively, over 
1956 levels. The year was not as good 
as 1956, when production increased by 
22 percent and the balance of payments 
was favorable by $293 million. The 
prosperity with which 1957 began did 
not last throughout the year. An in 
vestment boom of major proportions 
had developed in 1956 and continued 
unabated into 1957. The drive to ex 
pand and modernize the nation’s in 
dustrial facilities, power plants, ani 
transportation system manifested itself 
by imports of vast quantities of indus 
trial equipment and raw _ material 
which Japan could not pay for with the 
proceeds of its exports. As a cons 
quence of excessive imports, a deficil 
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jn the balance of payments appeared in 
january and ‘continued each month 
through September, reaching a total 
of $625 million for the 9 months. 


To halt the drain on foreign exchange 





reserves, the Japanese Government in- 
stituted a series of measures known 
generally as the “tight money policy.” 


Economic Developments in Ku- 
wait, 1957. WTIS, part 1, No. 58-21. 
10 pp. 10 cents. 

The Kuwait economy in 1957 con- 
tinued its boom based on oil production, 
from which the state now derives an 


| annual revenue estimated at the equiva- 


jent of $300 million. There were no 
political disturbances affecting the econ- 
omy, and the threat of a prolonged cut- 
back in petroleum exports as the result 
of closing the Suez Canal was removed 
at the end of the first quarter. Thus, 
on an overall basis, the economy con- 
tinued on the high plateau it had main- 
tained throughout most of 1956. 


[] Economic Developments in the 
Netherlands, 1957. WTI/S, part 1, 
No. 58-18. 7 pp. 10 cents. 


The Netherlands economy in 1957 
enjoyed a continued, though slightly 
reduced, rate of economic growth, but 
was affected by inflationary forces 
which gradually diminished in strength 
under the dual influence of the Govern- 
ment’s economy program and external 
developments. 

The Government early recognized the 
inflationary problem and its program, 
announced in February 1957, had econ- 
omy as the dominant theme. Although 
the real impact of the program is diffi- 
cult to pinpoint, domestic spending rose 
less rapidly during the course of the 
year, with the result that over the last 
half of 1957 the balance of payments 
on current account was nearly in equi- 
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librium and a surplus was recorded in 
the last quarter. In the closing months 
of the year, signs of deflationary influ- 
ences had begun to appear. 


] Economic Developments in Nor- 
way, 1957. WTIS, part 1, No. 58-22. 
6 pp. 10 cents. 


The economy of Norway operated, as 
a whole, at record levels during 1957 
in all sectors except agriculture and 

heries. Foreign trade reached a new 
high, industrial production increased by 
4 percent for the year, freight earnings 
of Norwegian shipping remained up, as 
long-term charters delayed the effect 
of freight rate reduction, and the bal- 
ance of payments on current account 
showed a small surplus. 

The Norwegian Government is inter- 
ested in the establishment of a Nordic 
Common Market because it represents 
a means of strengthening through Nor- 
dic cooperation the competitive position 
of Norway in world markets. It also 
offers an opportunity to obtain certain 
advantages from limited economic co- 
operation in the Northern area. Fur- 
ther steps toward this objective are 
being deferred, at least temporarily, 
pending developments in the establish- 
ment of the European Free Trade Area. 


[_] Economic Developments in Port- 
ugal, 1957. WTIS, part 1, No. 58-27. 
10 pp. 10 cents. 


Economic conditions in Portugal were 
generally favorable during most of 1957, 
although some downward trends were 
noted during the fourth quarter. 

Excellent agricultural conditions pre- 
vailed for most of the year. A record 
grain harvest in 1957 and another in 
prospect for 1958 were among the more 
favorable developments. 

Domestic commodity prices through- 
out 1957 were relatively stable, and in- 
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_ its full share. 


fiationary pressures were under control. 
Prices for leading export commodities, 
including cork, cork manufactures, oth- 
er forest products, and_ tungsten, 
weakened. 


Total exports in the first 11 months 
were 3 percent in value under those of 
the like period in 1956. ‘Total imports 
for the*first 11 months registered a 
gain of 13 percent over the correspond- 
ing months of 1956. The import sur- 
plus continued to increase over 1956. 

Industrial production in general was 
maintained at the 1956 level, although 
some _ sectors, particularly chemical 
fertilizers, were affected by shortages 
of electric power. The shipbuilding in- 
dustry continued active. 


[] Economic Developments in Swe- 
den, 1957. WTIS, part 1, No. 58-28. 
6 pp. 10 cents. 


The year 1957 was favorable for 
Sweden’s economy in most respects— 
inflationary pressure slackened, indus- 
trial production and foreign trade in- 
creased, the foreign exchange position 
was relatively favorable, and labor con- 
ditions were more stable. 


The gross national product increased 
by 2 percent and domestic consumption 
by 1 percent. Imports were up by 11 
percent and exports of goods and serv- 
ices rose 8 percent (all at current 
prices). Wholesale prices tended to 
move downward. Consumer prices on 
the other hand moved upward, largely 
because of a rise in indirect taxes and 
higher rents. The volume of invest- 
ments rose moderately, the increase 
being due largely to higher municipal 
investments. 


CL] Economic Developments in 
Switzerland, 1957. WTIS, part 1, 
No. 58-20, 5 pp. 10 cents. 


The Swiss economy maintained a very 
high level of output throughout 1957, 
with almost every sector contributing 
Industrial enterprise, 
necessarily dependent on imports, estab- 
lished records in buying raw materials 
from abroad and also in exporting its 
finished products, and profits were sub- 
stantial for most sectors. 

’ The small domestic market makes na- 
tional prosperity unusually dependent 
on the capacity of foreign countries to 
absorb Swiss products. In 1957, as in 
previous years, the world took from 
about half to over nine-tenths of the 
Swiss total production of machinery, 
chemicals, textiles, dyes, and watches. 


Agricultural output, protected for 
both political and national defense con- 
siderations, was slightly above average 
in 1957, in spite of bad weather condi- 
tions in some areas. 

As 1958 commenced, there were no 
substantial reasons to anticipate other 
than continuing prosperity and full em- 
ployment of all resources. 
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[] Economic Developments in 
Yugoslavia, 1957. WTIS, part 1, No. 
58-35. 5 pp. 10 cents. 


Yugoslav agricultural production 
reached an alltime high in 1957. While 
the large yields were primarily due to 
extraordinarily favorable weather, tech- 
nical progress played an important, al- 
beit ancillary, role. Yugoslav industry 
also made significant advances, gains 
being particularly noteworthy in the 
production of crude oils, ferrous metals, 
and electric power. Increases in virtu- 
ally all industrial sectors exceeded 1957 
Economic Plan goals. Investment in 
industry continued at a high level, al- 
though a trend toward heavier invest- 
ment in agriculture and industries pro- 
ducing consumer goods at the expense 
of investment in basic industry was ap- 
parent. 

Transportation also benefited from 
the deemphasis of basic industry in- 
vestment, although transportation facil- 
ities must still undergo considerable ex- 
pansion if they are to become adequate 
and keep pace with Yugoslavia’s rapid 
economic growth. 

The basic aim of the Five Year Plan 
and its adjunct, the 1958 Economic 
Plan, is to raise the standard of living 
in Yugoslavia. 


Other WTIS Reports 
Published by BFC 

[] Living Conditions in Denmark. 
WTIS, part 2, No. 58-28. 7 pp. 10 cents. 


Regulations applicable in Denmark to 
United States firms that are engaged 
in or contemplate business operations 


and to commercial travelers or tempo- 
rary residents are described in this re- 
port. Regulations described are those 
applicable to entrance and residence, 
customs procedures, foreign exchange, 
finance, and taxes. 

In addition, this report gives data on 
the cost of living in Denmark (includ- 
ing food, clothing, housing, and miscel- 
laneous supplies and services), health 
conditions and medical facilities, insti- 
tutions and languages, recreations and 
entertainment, transportation and com- 
munication, treaty rights of resident 
Americans, and Government representa- 
tion. 


[] Preparing Shipments to Mozam- 
bique. WTIS, parf 2, No. 58-29. 8 pp. 
10 cents. 


In addition to giving details on how 
to prepare various documents required 
for shipping merchandise to Mozambi- 
que by surface or air, this report also 
tells about the documentary require- 
ments for shipments by mail; the label- 
ing and marking of commercial goods 
as well as of samples and advertising 


matter; the entry, transit, and ware- 
housing of goods; and customs pro- 
cedures. 


[_] Import Tariff System of Mozam- 
bique. WTI/S, part 2, No. 58-30. 2 pp. 
10 cents. 


Information on Mozambique’s duties 
and their prescribed method of pay- 
ment; customs surtaxes; shipping docu- 
ments and fees; units of currency, 
weight, and measure; trade restrictions; 
and exchange control are contained in 
this publication. 
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C] Import Tariff System of Union 
of South Africa. WTIS, part 2, No, 
58-31. 3 pp. 10 cents. 


Superseding WTIS, part 2, No. 95-39, 
issued in March 1955, this report item. 
izes the units of currency, weight, and 
measure used in the Union, and dis. 
cusses the bases of duty by weight and 
value, the method of paying duty, and 
preferential treatment of duties; sy. 
spended duties, dumping duties, and 
other special duties; and sales and oth. 
er internal taxes. 


[] United States Foreign Trade, 
Commodity by Area, Annual 1953, 
1956, 1957, and Quarterly 1956 
and 1957. WTIS, part 3, No. 58-9, 
4 pp. 20 cents. 


This report presents annual and quar- 
terly commodity statistics by geo. 
graphic areas, supplementing the data 
published in WTIS reports, part 3, Nos, 
58-6 and 58-8. 


WTIS Reports Obtainable 
On Subscription 


Issued in three parts, the World 
Trade Information Service gives the 
kinds of data described below. 


See Foreign Commerce Weekly, Jan- 
uary 20, 1958, pages S1-S18, for a com- 
plete list of WTIS reports of current 
value published from November 1954 
through December 1957. That issue also 
lists comprehensive books, pamphlets, 
and periodicals published by the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce. 


[] Part 1, Economic Reports. $6 a 
year ($8.50 to foreign address). 


Information, by country, such as an- 
nual reviews of developments in eco- 
nomic sectors; reports presenting basic 
data on the economy; publications deal- 
ing with establishing businesses abroad; 
foreign laws and regulations affecting 
trade and investment; reports on trans- 
portation and transport facilities and 
on other utilities. 


[] Part 2, Operations Reports. $6 
a year ($8.50 fo foreign address), 


Reports, by country, on preparing 
shipments; licensing and exchange con- 
trols; marking and labeling require- 
ments; pharmaceutical regulations; na- 
ture of import tariff system; patent 
and trademark regulations; living costs 
and conditions; other operational infor- 
mation. 


[] Part 3, Statistical Reports. $6 a 
year ($7.50 to foreign address), 


Foreign trade of the particular coun- 
try (annual); monthly data on total 
export and import trade of the United 
States; trade of the United States with 
about 10 major countries or areas (in- 
dividual annual reports); miscellaneous 
statistical data. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Bia ren 


TRADE FAIR 
BRIEFS 


PULL UML ULLAL UALR AL 


The 25th Annual Meeting of the Sta- 
tionery and Office Equipment Guild of 
Canada, Inc., will be held May 25-28, 
jn Toronto. Meetings, and exhibits will 
be at the Queen Elizabeth Exhibit Hall, 
Exhibition Park. More than 80 firms 
will exibit at this show, all of which are 
members of the Guild. 





The 1958 Rand Easter Show which 
closed in Johannesburg on April 7 set 
a new attendance record of 631,845, 
compared with the previous record of 
558,201 set in 1955. It is estimated that 
well over $10 million worth of goods 
and animals were used in this year’s 
display, generally conceded as one of 
the best in the show’s history. 





The First Official National Samples 
Fair was opened in Seville, Spain, on 
April 14, by the Minister of Commerce. 
Although Seville’s fair has long been a 
tourist attraction, this is the first time 
that it has included samples exhibits.— 
U. S. Embassy, Madrid. 





The General Exhibition on Foodstuffs 
and Stimulants (ANUGA) has been 
scheduled for September 26-October 4, 
1959, in Cologne, according to the spon- 
sor, Messe- und Ausstellungs-G.m.b.H., 
Cologne, Germany. This exhibition takes 
place every other year, and, according 
to the sponsor, is the only exhibition of 
its type which covers the entire food- 
stuffs and stimulants industry. The ex- 
hibition held September 28-October 6, 
1957, was considered highly successful. 
—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 

Construction is now under way on a 
new building to house the proposed Rio 
Industry and Commerce Exposition in 
Rio de Janeiro. 

The fair, sponsored by the Federa- 
tion of Industry of the Federal District 
of Brazil, has encountered numerous 
delays since plans were first announced 
in 1956. While no firm opening date has 
been set, sponsors indicated that it will 
open sometime in August or September 
1958.—U. S. Embassy, Rio de Janeiro. 

A permanent exhibition of Japanese 
machinery will be opened soon in 
Mexico City, according to an announce- 
ment from the Japanese External Trade 
Recovery Organization (JETRO). Trade 
fairs continued as a topic of great in- 
terest in Mexico in recent months with 
Mexico’s participation in the Milan, 
Brussels, and New York expositions.— 
U. S. Embassy, Mexico, D. F. 
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U. S. Trade Mission Set for Poland 


A four-man U. S. Trade Mission will depart soon for Poland and its 
International Trade Fair at Poznan, continuing efforts toward closer 
commercial ties between the United States and Poland, Henry Kearns, 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for International Affairs, has 


announced. 


Made up of 3 American businessmen 
and 1 Government official, the mission 
has just concluded 3 days of intensive 
consultations with officials of U. S. De- 
partments of Commerce, State, Agricul- 
ture, and Labor, the U. S. Information 
Agency, and Polish Embassy officials. 


Secretary of Commerce Sinclair 
Weeks greeted the businessmen and 
commended them for their service to 
the Government. 


Members of the group are as follows: 

Daniel Karpinski, president of West- 
lof Tool & Die Co., Detroit, Mich.; E. 
F. Triz, manager of market develop- 
ment for FMC International, a division 
of Food Machinery & Chemical Corp. 
of San Jose, Calif.; and Egil Krogh, 
chairman of the board, Sibley, Lindsay 
and Curr Co., a department store in 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Ernest Rubin, Chief of the Eastern 
Eufopean Section, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, will head the mission. 

Businessmen members will serve, 
without compensation, as commercial 
advisers on the mission, the purpose of 
which is to expand two-way commerce 
between Poland and the United States. 
The mission will confer with Polish 
Government officials charged with the 
conduct of that country’s international 
trade. 


Mission To Tour Industrial Centers 


Before establishing headquarters in 
the Trade Information Center in the 
new U. S. Pavilion at the Poznan In- 
ternational Trade Fair, the mission will 
make a tour of Poland’s commercial and 
industrial centers. At the fair, the mis- 
sion will make available to the general 
public as well as to officials a commer- 
cial library numbering about 700 U. S. 
trade magazines, directories, and refer- 
ence works relating to all aspects of 
American private enterprise. 

Mission members also will be avail- 
able for consultation by those interested 
in technicalities of U. S. import and ex- 
port regulations, and private trade and 
investment practices. 

Mr. Rubin is widely known for his 
special studies in economic development 
and foreign trade. 

Mr. Triz has had a successful career 
in world trade, having represented 
American firms in European and Latin 
American countries. He is a recognized 
authority on food processing methods 
and food packaging, as well as agri- 
cultural and food processing machinery. 

Mr. Karpinski has made an outstand- 





ing success of a business he helped to 
found in 1934. His company designs 
and manufactures fixtures, special ma- 
chinery and dies, mainly for the auto- 
motive industry. He is considered an 
authority on industrial plant layout, cost 
estimating, and sales management. 


Mr. Krogh, associated with retail mer- 
chandising most of his life, is now on 
his third trade mission for the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. He is chairman 
of the merchandise division, National 
Retail Merchants Association and a 
member of its board of directors. 

At the 27th Poznan International 
Trade Fair, the American Pavilion, op- 
erated by the Commerce Department’s 
Office of International Trade Fairs, will 
feature a line of cotton textile-weaving 
machinery and small shops, which can 
be operated with a minimum of person- 
nel—all within the realm of possibility 
in present-day Poland. 

Since inception of the trade mission 
program in August 1954, the Commerce 
Department’s Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has sent about 150 prominent 
U. S. businessmen to participate in 61 
U. S. trade missions which have visited 
37 countries and 400 cities to explain 
U. S. international trade expansion aims 
and U. S. private trade practices and 
marketing techniques. 


‘59 Food Industry Exhibit 
Planned for Switzerland 


The Fourth International Congress on 
Food Distribution and _ International 
Food Exposition will take place in 
Geneva, June 13-28, 1959, according to 
the Association Internationale de la 
Distribution des Produits Alimentaires, 
AIDA in Paris, which sponsors the con- 
gress. 

Progress and innovations realized by 
the food industry, problems of distribu- 
tion, and the methodology of supplying 
food products to the household will be 
featured. 

The exposition, held every 3 years, 
will include, in addition to food products, 
special machinery, materials-handling 
equipment for stores and warehouses, 
food machinery, market research, and 
publicity. 

Firms interested in participating in 
the congress may write to Mr. H. 
Golden, Secretary General, Fourth In- 
ternational Congress on Food Distribu- 
tion, Case Postale 476 Lausanne 2 Gare, 
Switzerland. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 








U. S. Exhibits at Milan, Osaka, and 


Casablanca Stress Industry, Science 


American technical processes and production methods and their 
direct benefits to the individual dominated the U. S. exhibits at trade 
fairs held concurrently in Milan and Osaka, the Office of International 
Trade Fairs (OITF) has announced. 

OITF also announces the success of the official exhibit at the Casa- 
blanca fair, which demonstrated how modern communication techniques 
can help promote educational, social, and economic development. 


America made its fourth straight ap- 
pearance in Milan and Osaka, since the 
OITF program was launched in 1954, 
demonstrating again the advantages of 
a free economic system. 


Messages and greetings from Presi- 
dent Eisenhower opened each exhibit. 

Electronic devices, new basic. mate- 
rials, diagnostic and therapeutic equip- 
ment utilizing nuclear energy and other 
new machines for home and industry 
were displayed and demonstrated at 
the Milan and Osaka fairs. 

At Osaka, the United States spon- 
sored two colorful pavilions enclosed by 
a common facade. In addition to the 
Commerce display in a demountable 
geodesic dome, the Department of Agri- 
culture also had an exhibit featuring 
five products—cotton, wheat, tallow, to- 
bacco, and soybeans—for which market 
development programs are in operation. 


Electronic Kitchen Shown 
Abroad for First Time 


The largest single component of the 
American exhibit at Milan was the all- 
electronic RCA Whirlpool miracle kitch- 
en, displayed abroad for the first time. 
Demonstrations of the Ampex Videotape 
Recorder, which records pictures elec- 
tronically on tape for instantaneous 
playback, was another major highlight 
in Milan. The recording unit was tied 
in with an RCA closed-circuit television 
system for the filming and playback of 
pictures of fair visitors. 

At both Milan and Osaka, Corning 
Glass Works of Corning, N. Y., and E. 
I. duPont deNemours and Co., Wilming- 
ton, Del., presented lecture-demonstra- 
tions on new developments in glass and 
chemical industries, showing properties 
of unique materials and the end prod- 
ucts. Newly developed industrial sew- 
ing machines of the Singer Manufactur- 
ing Co. were introduced in both fairs, 
and visitors saw the action of machines 
amplified via closed-circuit television. 

Several mndustrial and consumer dis- 
plays were duplicated for both fairs. 
Among these were the nuclear medical 
devices, ultrasonic welding, drilling and 
cleaning equipment, new 110-degree 
tube television sets, a wide range of 
business and office machines, newly 
styled telephones, lighting devices, the 
Polaroid instantaneous slide camera, 
and a new high-powered Teleprompter 
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projector. Newly developed basic sub- 
stances, such as industrial synthetic 
diamonds, a foamed aluminum, and 
other construction materials were 
shown. 


Miniaturization achievements was an- 
other interesting phase of the American 
displays. Chief attraction on this sub- 
ject at Osaka were models of the minia- 
ture radio transmitter, tape recorder, 
and other components of Explorer I. 
Also at Osaka, fairgoers saw an air 
transportation display including a GE 
Jet engine, and a model of the Boeing 
707 jet airliner. 

Because public school education is re- 
ceiving first-priority attention in Morgc- 
co today, the U. S. exhibit there showed 
newest techniques, materials, and de- 
vices developed by U. S. educators in 
the field of public school education. 

Reading and writing classes were con- 
ducted for volunteer pupils in a 1-room 
Unistrut school building, glassed in on 3 
sides for spectators to see what was 
happening inside. A public address sys- 
tem carried voices of both students and 
teachers to the outside audience. 


American Methods of 
Teaching Demonstrated 


Dr. Robert Shea, President of the 
American School in Tangier, headed the 
staff, using American-developed tech- 
niques for teaching foreign languages. 
Teaching methods demonstrated how 
American educational methods can be 
applied to Morocco with little or no dif- 
ficulty, and that the United States has 
given serious thought to how it might 
assist its friend and ally, Morocco, in 
meeting its public education problem. 
The system developed by Dr. Frank 
Laubach, noted American missionary- 
educator, employing the use of pictures 
and other graphic material in the teach- 
ing of languages, was used by Dr. Shea. 

Three other sections—Health Main- 
tenance, Solar Energy, and Theater Sec- 
tions—showed that a better living is 
available through better methods in the 
field of education, medicine, and science. 

In the open-air theater, General Elec- 
tric’s popular House of Magic, a self- 
contained production dramatizing new 
and exciting developments and principles 
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Zurich Sets Dates 
For Import Exhibit 


The Second Annual Swiss Import Ex. 
hibition (ZUESPA), to be held in Zurich 
May 30-June 8, will feature capita} 
goods and mechanical accessories. 

This fair, which was held for the first 
time last year, is unique in that only 
imported goods can be shown and only 
importers domiciled in Switzerland may 
take part in the fair as exhibitors, 


Capital goods and consumers goods 
will be displayed on alternate years and 
this year’s capital goods show will in- 
clude metal and woodworking machines, 
pumps, filling machines, gears, pneumat- 
ic tools, rubber, asbestos and plastic 
products for industrial use, measuring 
and testing equipment, generators, mo- 
tors, batteries, office equipment and ma- 
chinery, and protective devices. 

The theme adopted for the fair, “Ex- 
ports Thanks to Imports,” expresses the 
views of the sponsors, Genossenschaft 
Zurcher Speziale Ausstellungen, who 
contend that more attention should be 
given to the import industry and its sup- 
porting relationship to Swiss exports 
which are so vital to the country’s 
economy as a whole.—U. S. Consulate 
General, Zurich. 
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in the field of electronics and chemistry, 
was shown for the first time in Africa. 
Firms which contributed or loaned 


their products for U. S.-exhibits are as 
follows: 


Milan 

Acousticon International, N. W.; 
Aluminum Co. of America, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
American Telephone & Telegraph Corp., New 
York, N. Y.; AMI Inc., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Ampex Corp., Redwood City, Calif.; Benson- 
Lehner Corp., Los Angeles, Calif.; Otto Bernz 
Co., Ine., Rochester, N. Y.; Bjorksten Re- 
search Laboratory, Madison, Wis.; Black & 
Decker Co., Towson, Md.; Branson Instru- 
ments, Inc., Stamford, Conn.; Bulldog. Elee- 
tric Products Co., Detroit, Mich.; Burgess 
Vibrocrafters, Inc., Grayslake, 11l.; Carborun- 
dum Corp., Niagara Falls, N. Y.; Coast and 
Geodetic Survey, Washington, D. C.: Con- 
tinental Scale Corp., Chicago, Ill.: Corning 
Glass Works, Corning. N. Y.; Dallons Lab- 
oratories, Inc., Los Angeles, Calif.; Dicta- 
phone Corp., New York, N. Y.: Diebold, Inc., 
Canton, Ohio: E. I. DuPont deNemours and 
Co., et Del.; Eastman Kodak Co., 


Jamaica, 


Rochester, ‘o> &. Esterbrook Pen Co., Cam- 
den, N. J. 

Fisher-Berkley Corp., Emoryville, Calif.; 
Gulton Industries, Inc., Metuchen, N. J.; 


Heyer Corp., Chicago, Ill.: International Gen- 
eral Electric. New York, N. Y.; Kaiser Alu- 
minum & Chemical Sales Co... Washington, 
D. C.; MB Mfg. Co., New Haven, Conn.; 
Marchant Cibeuintoce, Inc., Oakland, Calif.; 
Millers Falls Co., Greenfield, Mass.; Minne- 
sota Mining & Mfe. Co., New York, N. Y.; 
Mohawk Business Mac hines Corp., Brooklyn, 
N. ¥.: Motorola Communications & Electron- 
ics Inc., Ridgefield, N. J.: National Presto 
Industries Inc., Eau Claire, Wis.; Nutone 
International Corp., Cincinnati, Ohio: Owens- 
Corning Fiberglass Corp., Toledo, Ohio; Per- 
lite Institute, New York, N. Y.: Philco In- 
ternational Corp., Philadelphia, Pa.; Piaggio 


and Co., Genoa, Italy; Pittsburgh Corning 
Corp., Pittsburgh, Pa.; Polaroid Corp., Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Radio Corp. of America, Clark, N. J.; 


Remington Rand, New York, N. Y.:; 
Brosius, Inc., Pittsburgh, Pa.; Singer Mfg. 
Co., N. Y., N. Y.; Smith-Corona, Syracuse, 

; Spencer Press, Inc., Chicago, IIlL.; 
States Trading Co., New York, N. ¥.: Tel- 
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French Iron, Steel Industry Sets 
New High in Output; Exports Dip 


The French iron and steel industry, operating at full capacity, at- 
tained a new record output in the last half of 1957; exports, however, 
dropped abruptly, and the trend is expected to continue in the first 6 


months of 1958. 


Imports, stimulated by speculative purchases made by French con- 
sumers in other European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) countries 
before devaluation of the franc, rose substantially in the second half 


of 1957. 

French steel output reached 7,169,000 
metric tons in the 6-month period, about 
3% percent more than was produced in 
the preceding 6 months. Pig iron, pro- 
duction increased from 5,865,000 metric 
tons to 6,051,000 tons. 

The tube industry, principal benefici- 
ary of the increased availability of crude 
steel, raised its yearly output from 
750,000 metric tons in 1956 to 867,000 
tons in 1957. This industry is looked 
upon as one of the key sectors of the 
French economy inasmuch as it ex- 
ports 30 percent of its production. 


French Process of Interest to U.S. 


U. S. steel producers were interested 
during the year in acquiring licenses to 
use a French process for producing 
high-grade extra low carbon steel— 
carbon less than 0.04 percent. In ad- 
dition, the French are_ successfully 
producing a 17-percent chromium stain- 
less steel which is competitive with 
equivalent U. S. grades. 


Proportions of Bessemer and open- 
hearth steel production may be influ- 
enced in the future by the following 
factors: Shortage of domestic scrap, 
which may lead to an increase in Bes- 
semer; lower manpower costs for 
producing Bessemer; and the significant 
progress achieved in the quality of 
Bessemer steel—perfection of oxygen 
blowing a determing factor. Iron and 
steel producers hope soon to be able to 
produce sheets for the automobile in- 
dustry from Bessemer steel. 


New Plant Designed for Both Processes 


The Dunkirk plant, which has been 
widely heralded in the trade press, has 
now been completely designed so as to 
use either open hearth or Bessemer steel 
furnaces with a total yearly capacity 
of 500,000 metric tons. This new plant 
is expected to go into operation in 1961. 

French-Saar steel exports fell in the 
last half of 1957 to a monthly average 
of 283,400 metric tons from 340,500 in 
the first half. 


Total exports for the year were down 
to 3,743,00 metric tons of steel and 305,- 
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000 tons of pig iron, valued at 199 bil- 
lion francs, as against 3,910,000 tons of 
steel and 364,000 tons of pig iron, valued 
at 187.7 billion francs in 1956, a. 4-per- 
cent decrease in volume (420 francs= 
US$1). 

Sales to ECSC countries fell only 
slightly in the last half of 1957. Bel- 
gium, Germany, and Italy are increas- 
ingly becoming buyers’ markets. 


Although exports to non-ECSC coun- 
tries dropped sharply in the same pe- 
riod, demand for rolled products, such 
as plates and light plates, galvanized 
sheets, hoops and strips, continued to be 
strong. The French attribute this de- 
cline to expansion of domestic iron and 
steel industries abroad—as in Brazil— 
and to the shortage of foreign exchange. 

Sales to the United States, consisting 
mainly of merchant bars and shapes, 
were faced with severe local competi- 
tion as U. S. production levels fell. 


Exports to Indonesia, Japan, Paki- 
stan, Philippines, and Lebanon, in- 
creased, whereas those to other coun- 
tries of Asia and Oceania dropped 
slightly. 

Iron and steel imports in 1957 reached 
a value of 61 billion francs as contrasted 
with 42 billion in 1956. The volume con- 
tinued to increase during the year so 
that in the last 6 months they were at 
a monthly average of 106,100 metric 
tons, compared with 79,500 tons in the 
first 6 months. Almost all of these im- 
ports were from ECSC countries and 
were encouraged by the fact that the 
20-percent devaluation of the franc was 
not applied to the iron and steel indus- 
try until the end of October. 


Japan To Buy Hides, Skins 


Japan’s approved budget plans for 
1958 include hide and skin purchases 
at about the same level as 1957— 
64,000 metric tons. Indications are, 
however, that imports from the United 
States will not be as high as in 1957. 
Japanese business firms are reportedly 
negotiating barter deals with Com- 
munist China involving hides and skins, 
although the quantities are unknown.— 
U. S. Embassy, Tokyo. 
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Japanese TV Producers 
Set Goal of 1 Million 


Television manufacturers in Japan 
plan to produce 1 million receivers dur. 
ing fiscal year 1958—April 1, 1958. 
March 31, 1959—which would mark g 
67-percent increase over the preceding 
fiscal year, Wireless Communications 
Machine Industry Association reports, 

Television receiver production during 
the last 5 fiscal years—beginning Apri) 
1 of the year indicated—was as follows: 


gf RRR 4 lot Do % 18,182 

BP ran ES ae 42,345 

SED. Dn cicesenidatiossuagenidiuanaceseiubs sect 184,152 

PL eS. 373,946 

BS  dikcteD decile aicendidtoninten ,000" 
1 Estimated 


As production has increased, selling 
prices have declined. The 14-inch sets, 
according to one major manufacturer in 
Osaka, retailed at 140,000 yen, or $389, 
in 1953 and for only 70,000 yen, or $195, 
in 1955. Prices remained at the 1955 
level until 1957 when retail dealers, be- 
cause of increased competition, began 
offering discounts of 10-15 percent. At 
least one large producer soon will mar- 
ket a new model, largely unchanged 
from the present set, to retail for 68,000 
yen, or $167. 


Capacity Exceeds Production 


Production is lagging behind fast- 
growing capacity, although output has 
increased greatly within the past year, 
For example, one local firm could pro- 
duce 20,000 sets monthly but actually 
assembles only 10,000. Its officials, how- 
ever, expect full capacity operations be- 
fore the year is out. Lower prices and 
an upturn in the nation’s economy are 
confidently expected to put added steam 
behind retail sales. 

In Japan, 14-inch’ sets account for 
fully 90 percent of the industry’s pro- 
duction, for 2 reasons: Sets having 14- 
inch tubes are taxed at the rate of 17 
percent of factory price, while 17-inch 
screens are taxed 30 percent, and rooms 
in Japanese homes are quite small so 
large screens are unnecessary. 

At first, television sets in Japan were 
sold primarily to wealthy persons, and 
for installation in bars and tearooms. 
Now, however, many persons of average 
means, particularly in larger cities, have 
sets. Although the average for Japan 
is 1 television receiver for each 22 fam- 
ilies, that for the Kansai—Osaka, Kyo 
to, and Kobe—urban area, is 1 set for 
each 10 families.—U. S. Consulate Gen- 
eral, Kobe-Osaka, 





The first shipment of U. S. apples 
to be received in Ireland since 1956 went 
on sale in Dublin on April 1. The Irish 
Government is permitting imports from 
the United States for a 3-month period 
which began April 1, according to the 
Foreign Agricultural Service. 
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) “US. Pulp, Paper Machinery 
To Be Bought by Bogota Firm 


At least 65 U. S. suppliers will be 
enabled to sell pulp and paper manu- 
facturing machinery to a mill in Colom- 
pia through a $5.7 million credit made 
py the Export-Import Bank, it has an- 
nounced. ; 

The credit was authorized to Pulpa 
Papel Colombianos, S. A., of Bogota, 
a subsidiary of W. R. Grace & Co. of 
New York, a chemical, manufacturing, 
and industrial concern with transporta- 
tion interests. Repayment of the credit 
will be guaranteed by W. R. Grace 
& Co. 

Pulpay Papel Colombianos will build 
and equip a new plant totaling $13.6 
million, including Eximbank’s credit, in 
order to manufacture high-quality 
pond and printing paper and also bag 
and wrapping paper for the Colombian 
market. 

This production will replace part of 
the supplies of these items which Co- 
lombia has been compelled to import, 
thereby providing a foreign-exchange 
saving equivalent to about U. S. $5 mil- 
lion annually while also assisting Co- 
lombia to broaden the base of. its 
economy. 

Pulpay Papel Colombianos will use 
pulp made from sugar cane bagasse. 
Its new manufacturing plant will be 
located near the city of Cali and the 
bagasse will be obtained from sugar 
mills located in the Cauca Valley. The 
new plant will have a capacity to pro- 
duce 85 metric tons a day of sugar cane 
bagasse pulp and 65 metric tons of 
paper. 

W, R. Grace & Co., founded in Peru 
104 years ago, has been producing 
paper from bagasse in that country for 
over 15 years. 

Sandwell & Co. of Seattle, Washing- 
ton, is serving as consultant on the 
Colombian project. This company as- 
sisted Eximbank on the Tasman wood 
pulp and paper project in New Zealand, 
which the Bank helped finance with a 
$16 million credit in 1954. 
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Argentine-Paraguayan 


COMMODITY NEWS 


Quebracho 


Production Still at Low Level 


Argentine-Paraguayan 1957 production of 171,000 metric tons of 


.quebracho remained near the low level of output reported for 1956. 


Sales amounted to 176,000 tons, permitting a slight reduction in stocks. 

The quebracho industry felt the impact of the unsuccessful pro- 
gram to reduce prices sharply in an attempt to recapture lost markets. 
This action started a price war between quebracho and mimosa inter- 


ests. 

The two countries produced a total 
of 170,893 tons of quebracho extract in 
1957, up slightly from the 1956 output 
of 169,071 tons, which was 52 percent 
under that produced in 1955. 


Production in Argentina amounted to 
142,425 tons in 1957 and to 137,442 tons 
in 1956. Paraguay’s output for these 
years totaled 28,448 and 31,629 tons, 
respectively. 

Total sales of quebracho extract in 
1957 amounted to 175,671 tons, of which 
147,212 tons was Argentine extract, and 
28,457 Paraguayan extract. Sales of 
quebracho extract decreased 2.7 percent 
from the 1956 total of 180,529 tons, 
whereas sales of mimosa expanded 19.9 
percent as a result of the price war. 

In addition, the Central Bank delayed 
several months in lowering the export 
aforo—the export value fixed as the 
exporter’s foreign exchange obligation 
to the Bank—below the official rate of 
18 pesos to the dollar. All of the sell- 
ing price in excess of the aforo is pay- 
able at the free exchange rate, which 
averaged slightly more than double the 
official rate during 1957. As a result of 
this delay, exporters, at one time, were 
forced to pay aforos which were greater 
than the export selling price. It was 
not until August 1957 that the aforos 
on quebracho were lowered to permit 
an equitable margin of profit to export- 
ers. 

Domestic consumption amounted to 
24,393 tons—24,170 and 223 tons Argen- 
tine and Paraguayan extract, respec- 
tively. Exports totaled 151,278 tons— 
123,042 Argentine and 28,236 Paraguay- 
an extract. 
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36 Percent of Exports Go To U.S. 


Shipments to the United States in 
1957 accounted for 53,889 tons or 36 
percent of total exports, but in 1956, 
the United States purchased 61,666 
tons or 40 percent of total exports. 


Other important consuming countries 
were Germany, which took 12,516 tons; 
France, 9,530; Chile, 6,922; United King- 
dom, 5,926; Japan, 5,844; Poland, 5,597; 
and Brazil, 5,035. 

Fifteen factories were in operation 
in Argentina and three in Paraguay in 
1957. Current annual capacity is esti- 
mated at 188,000 tons, approximately 
10 percent above 1957 production. 

Reduction in output since 1955 to 
levels below world consumption per- 
mitted lowering of stocks from 100,000 
tons .at the end of 1956, to 85,000 tons 
as of December 31, 1957. The long-term 
outlook, however, is one of decreasing 
consumption with attendant discourage- 
ment and difficulties to the industry. 
World consumption, according to trade 
sources, is expected to range between 
120,000 and 140,000 tons—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Buenos Aires. 


Germany Makes Reduction in 
Price of Primary Aluminum 


“ Competition from foreign producers 
of aluminum has caused Germany’s 
largest producer, the Government-owned 
Vereinigte Aluminum Werke (VAW) to 
announce a reduction in the price of 
primary aluminum. 

The. new price of 223 German marks 
per 100 kilograms is the first change 
since December 1956 when the price of 
primary aluminum was raised to 233 
German marks per 100 kilograms (4.2 
German marks=US$1). 

Lower prices are expected to facili- 
tate disposal of excess supplies which 
currently are not being absorbed by the 
German economy. The effect of in- 
creased production capacities abroad 
has been noticed particularly in Ger- 
many where 40,000 tons are permitted 
duty-free entry each year. 

Prices of aluminum castings and mal- 
leable alloys probably will also be af- 
fected by the reduced primary alumi- 
num price—U. S. Consulate General, 
Duesseldorf. 
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Demand for Japanese Transistor 
Radios Spurs Boom Production 


Japanese production of transistor radios rose sharply the first 
11 months of 1957 because of rapidly increasing exports to the United 
States and the great demand in the Japanese market. 

January-November 1957 exports of all types of radios to the 
United States were up 57 percent over 1956. The upward trend is ex- 
pected to continue as export prices of about $14 a set are expected to 


remain highly competitive. 


Radio receiver exports to the United 
States in the first 11 months of 1957 
numbered 661,656, valued at $5,133,833, 
compared with 44,407, valued at $3,270,- 
781 for the year 1956. Although exports 
of transistor radios are not reported sep- 
arately in available statistics, industry 
sources indicate that transistor radios 
are rapidly becoming an important dol- 
lar earner. 


Approximately two-thirds of Japan’s 
transistor radios and virtually all tran- 
sistors are manufactured in Tokyo and 
its environs. Osaka accounts for the re- 
mainder; at least one large manufac- 
turer of electronic equipment and as- 
sembler of transistor sets in Osaka is 
considering quantity production of tran- 
sistors. 

Total output of conventional radios is 
falling because of stiff competition from 
television receivers and transistor ra- 
dios. Production of transistor radios 
from April to December 1957 was as fol- 
lows: 


1987 ' Units 
I sclrndctiahtaidapecieneipiegnantanticees | aha em 16,658 
May .... 
June , 
pct 

August .. 

September .. 

gp a aS CRM st oS SRE EES 
November 
December 







CO ee 610,728 


Transistor output also is expanding 
rapidly. In September 1957, 655,000 
transistors were manufactured; in Oc- 
tober, 740,000; in November, 783,000; 
and industry sources estimate that pro- 
duction now may have reached the level 
of 2 million monthly. One assembler of 
transistor radios observed that transis- 
tors, which are expensive in Japan, cost 
about $0.83 each or three times the cost 
of tubes, and looked forward to lower 
prices, as production costs are lowered 
by mass production techniques. 


Producers Confident 


Unlike many other manufacturers, the 
makers of transistor radios confidently 
expect sales and profits to increase in 
1958. The industry hopes exports and 
domestic sales will total some 2 million 
sets in the fiscal year April 1, 1958- 


March 31, 1959, about double Japan’s — 


output in the previous fiscal year. 
Industry representatives recognize 
that this optimistic forecast is depend- 
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ent on exports. Japan, they say, now is 
the world’s largest exporter of transis- 
tor radios because prices are low, and 
quality is high. Informed sources indi- 
cate an f.o.b. Japan price of around 
$13.90 for a set containing 5 transistors. 
The domestic retail price is about $33 
for sets of comparable quality. 

Because of technical difficulties in- 
volved in the production, manufacturers 
say—hopefully—that output of transis- 
tors and transistor radios will remain 
in the hands of a few large, well estab- 
lished firms which will not allow ex- 
treme competition to force quality and 
prices to nosedive, and export “dump- 
ing” to occur. Nevertheless, they admit 
that temporary overproduction of tran- 
sistors is possible.—U. S. Consulate Gen- 
eral, Kobe-Osaka. 


Canadian Footwear Output 
Shows Monthly Increase 


Canadian leather footwear production 
amounted to 3,445,758 pairs in January 
1958, an increase of 469,618 pairs over 
December 1957 and a decrease of 103,- 
507 pairs from January 1957. 

Production of leather soled footwear 
in January 1958 totaled 1,104,965 pairs, 
compared with 1,240,984 pairs the first 
month of 1957. 

Production of leather footwear in 
January 1958 and January 1957 is 
shown, by type, in the following table: 








January January 

1958 1957 

Men's 737,421 812,597 

SS 125,432 107,970 

Youths’ ckaateiencs 23,099 22,140 
Women's and 

growing girls’ ............ 1,673,356 1,716,907 

SEEE > cesssettnaesstasesnneesreeuene 350,721 361,067 
Children’s and 

FP  — 262,223 253,264 

Babies’ and infants’... 273,506 275,320 

TED |, Ginciadiitetonenal 3,445,758 3,549,265 


The 242 factories in operation in Jan- 
uary were located as follows: New- 
foundland, 1; Nova Scotia, 1; New 
Brunswick, 4; Quebec, 140; Ontario, 
86; Manitoba, 4; and British Colum- 
bia, 6. 





U. S. alfalfa seed exports have passed 
the 15-million-pound mark and are the 
largest on record for any July-Febru- 
ary period, according to the Foreign 
Agricultural Service. 


es, 


Eleven Austrian Firms 
To Expand, Modernize 


Eleven private industrial enterprises 
in Austria will be able to modernize. 
and expand with capital provide 
through a World Bank loan of $i. 
765,000, the International Bank, fo, 
Reconstruction and Development has 
announced. 

Firms in the pulp and paper industry 
will receive about two-thirds of the 
loan and chemical and engineering 
manufacturers, the remainder. 


Currently, long-term capital for ip. 
dustrial development can be found in 
Austria only in limited amounts. 

Reequipment and expansion of Aus. 
trian industry has been financed since 
the end of World War II mainly by 
retained earnings and the counterpart 
of funds received from the United 
States under the European Recovery 
Program, and by some credits from 
commercial banks. Termination of 
U. S. aid has made it important to find 
other sources of long-term capital, par. 
ticularly since the progress of measures 
for economic integration in Europe in. 
creases the need to improve the com- 
petitive position of Austrian industry, 


Credit Agency To Handle Loan 


The loan was made to the new. 
ly established Oesterreichische Investi- 
tionskredit A.G.—Austrian Investment 
Credit Corporation—which will relend 
the proceeds to 11 private companies 
in amounts ranging from about $500- 
000 to nearly $2 million and for tenths 
ranging from 10 to 18 years. This cor- 
poration has been set up under auspices 
of the principal commercial banks in 
Austria and now has only a nominal 
share capital, but it plans to increase 
its capital later and issue shares to the 
public. With these and other additional 
funds, the corporation should be able 
to play a useful role in development of 
the Austrian capital market. 

Six of the loans to be made from 
proceeds of the Bank loan will be to 
firms in the pulp and paper industry. 
This industry regained its prewar level 
of output in 1950, and has since ex- 
panded in a remarkable fashion aided 
greatly by financing under the Ero 
pean Recovery Program. In 1956, pro- 
duction of chemical pulp was 60 percent 
above the prewar level, paper and board 
was 80 percent higher, and mechanical 
pulp, 90 percent higher. The industry 
has been able to meet all domestic 
needs for its products, and its exports 
of pulp and paper now account for 10 
percent of all Austrian exports. 


Emphasis Shifts 


The industry now is shifting em- 
phasis from expansion to moderniza- 
tion of plant, which will increase efl- 
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ciency of production, and to the proc- 
essing of larger quantities of pulp into 
paper, which is more advantageous 
commercially. Projects being under- 
taken with the help of the Bank’s loan 
are mainly for installation of new pa- 
permaking machines or for the modern- 
jzation of fuel and power installations. 
These additions will improve the com- 
petitive positions of the firms and make 
possible additional earnings of foreign 
exchange. 

Three of the loans are for textile 
manufacturers: One for production of 
worsted yarns, another for rayon-yarns 
production, and the third is for the 
manufacture of hosiery and other knit- 
wear. 

The other two loans are for construc- 
tion of a new factory for Austria’s 
largest private producer of electrical 
equipment and for expansion of facili- 
ties for production of polyvinyl chloride, 
one of the chief raw materials for man- 
ufacture of plastics. 


Cost of the 11 projects will total the 
equivalent of $29 million, and the com- 
panies have arranged to provide the 
funds which will be needed in addition 
to the Bank loan. 


New Wallboard Factory 
To Be Built in Peru 


A new wallboard factory will be 
erected near Lima, Peru, in the agricul- 
turally rich Neprena Valley, according 
to an announcement by officials of 
Primadera Neprena Peruana, S. A, a 
Peruvian corporation. 

The undertaking represents a 650,000- 
sol (23 soles=US$1) investment. 

Bagasse—sugarcane fiber—will be the 
raw material used, reportedly under a 
new process, for making wallboard with 
the same characteristics as various 
types of lumber. The degree of hard- 
ness of the wallboard is controlled by 
the extent and method of processing. 

A wide variety of wallboard that 
would be suitable for furniture, panel- 
ing, and imitation bathroom and kitchen 
tile will be produced, according to the 
president of the company, at a much 
lower cost than lumber, 
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U. S. Firms To Supply Machinery, Services 
Needed for Italian Steel Mill Expansion 


Twenty-six major suppliers in the 
United States will sell machinery and 
services to Cornigliano, S.p.A.—Italian 
steel mill in Genoa—which will receive 
a $7-million Export-Import Bank credit 
through Institute Mobiliare Italiano, 
the Bank has announced. 


The credit will assist Cornigliano in 
carrying out a 2-year program of major 
improvements, total cost of which will 
be 20 million lire, or $32 million, to 
maintain the company’s competitive 
position now that the European Com- 
mon Market is coming into effect. 


Italian import duties on steel prod- 
ucts from other members of the Euro- 
pean Coal and Steel Community were 
finally eliminated in February. 


Expansion Economic Necessity 


Cornigliano henceforth will be under 
the economic necessity of keeping 
abreast of its European as well as Itali- 
an competitors both within and outside 
Italy. Consequently, the program to 
modernize and supplement production 
facilities—in order to reduce unit costs 
—is a matter of importance to the Ital- 
ian economy generally, as well as to 
the company. 


Cornigliano is one of the largest and 
best known producers of flat steel prod- 
ucts in southern Europe. Approximate- 
ly 10 percent of its output is exported. 

Cornigliano’s planned major improve- 
ments include the following: 

Rolling mills are to be removed and 
aligned to absorb higher steel output. 

Processing lines are to be modified 
to handle increased output. 

Capacities of the slab heating fur- 
naces are to be increased. 

The number of cranes to handle the 
stripping of ingots is to be increased. 

Facilities for grinding rolls are to 
be enlarged. 

Electrical equipment will be altered 
in line with accelerated processing op- 
erations. 

Additional rolls for the hot, cold and 
blooming mills, as well as mechanical 
and electrical spares, will be kept in 
stock in order to maintain continuous 
operation. 


2 Other Credits Enable Expansion 


Eximbank has authorized two pre- 
vious credits to Cornigliano to expand 
steelmaking capacity. The first, in 1947 
for $1.3..million, has been nearly repaid. 
The second, in 1955, was for $5 million 
of which about $900,000 already has 
been repaid. 

Cornigliano is a member of the FIN- 
SIDER group of subsidiaries in Italy, 
FINSIDER in turn being controlled by 
the government-owned holding com- 
pany, Istituto per la Ricostruzione In- 
dustriale (IRI), Cornigliano’s author- 


ized capital stock of 25 billion lire ($40 
million equivalent) has recently been 
increased to 50 billion lire ($80 million 
equivalent). 


Cornigffano’s steel mill site, bordering 
on the port of Genoa, covers an area of 
about 2,500 acres, of which the larger 
part was reclaimed from the sea by 
fill-in. The site is equipped with an in- 
ternal railroad network totaling 8.7 
miles and a pier equipped f unload 
coal and iron ore directly from ships. 
Electric power for the mills and aux- 
iliary services is supplied from the 
plant’s own thermalelectric power sta- 
tion. 


The new and enlarged Cornigliano 
plant is an integrated steel operation 
that includes byproduct coke ovens, 2 
750-blast furnaces, sintering plant, 6 
open-hearth furnaces, blooming-slabbing 
mill, continuous hot-strip mill, continu- 
ous 4-stand cold mill, a continuous gal- 
vanizing plant, as well as facilities for 
annealing cold-rolled sheet and for pro- 
duction of tin plate. 


Japan Pushes Ahead 
In Photo Production 


Japanese production of photographic 
products made further gains in the 
first 9 months of 1957, the Business and 
Defense Services Administration, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, reports. 


Still-camera production totaled 1,- 
221,900 in the first -"9 months of 1957, a 
55 percent and 34 percent increase, re- 
spectively, over the like periods of 1955 
and 1956. 

Still projectors also showed a sub- 
stantial gain. Total output in the 9- 
month period reached 24,600, compared 
with 15,900 in 1956 and 7,800 in 1955. 

Movie projectors increased from 
2,600 in the first 9 months of 1956 to 
3,800 in the corresponding period of 
1957. 

Sensitized photographic film produc- 
tion totaled 6,631,001 square meters in 
the first 3 quarters of 1957, a 6 percent 
increase over the like period of 1956. 
X-ray film made up 21 percent of pro- 
duction, cine film 45 percent, and other 
film 34 percent. 

Production of sensitized photographic 
paper in the first 9 months of 1957 
amounted to 12,406,725 square meters, 
a 13 percent gain over that period of 
1956. Output of photographic dry plates 
increased 25 percent. 








Imports of cattle hides by West Ger- 
many in 1957 totaled 289 million pounds, 
40 percent higher than the 206 million 
pounds imported in 1956, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 
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Export Controls Eased 
On Nickel and Scrap 


Exports of nickel and nickel alloy 
metal in ingots, cathodes, shot, and 
other primary or crude forms, anodes, 
and pure nickel powder now will be li- 


ecensed on an open-end basis, the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce has 
announced. 

Previously, the primary or crude 


forms generally were not considered 
for export. Pure nickel powder and 
anodes were under quantitative export 
quota, which in the last quarter was 
450,000 pounds. 

This is the latest in a series of BFC 
actions gradually lifting quantitative 
export restrictions on nickel and nickel 
scrap. In the past several quarters all 
other nickel and nickel scrap commodi- 
ties have been open-ended. The actions 
followed easing of domestic supply 
which now is adequate to meet fore- 
seeable U. S. and foreign demand. 

In a. further relaxation of export 
controls, BFC also announced that ap- 
plications to export nickel scrap con- 
taining 95 percent or mere nickel need 
no longer be supported by evidence that 
the material is unsalable in the do- 
mestic market. 

In addition, licenses issued for exports 
of all nickel scrap now will be valid 
for a period of 6 months. Formerly, 
such licenses were valid for only 3 
months. 

These announcements are published 
in detail in BFC’s Current Export Bul- 
letin No. 799, dated May 6. 


Netherlands, British Firms 
Denied U. S. Export Rights 


Van Doorn & Co., N. V., its manag- 
ing directors, Johan Hendrik Wijsman 
and B, A. Van Doorn, all of Rotterdam, 
Netherlands, and J. H. Vantol, Ltd., 
of London, England, dealers in fats 
and oils, have been denied all U. S. 
export privileges for periods ranging 
from 60 days to 6 months for disre- 
garding U. S. export regulations, which 
resulted in illegal transshipment of cot- 
tonseed oil to the U. S. S. R., the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce has an- 
nounced. 

BFC charged that 





the Van Doorn 


firm in 1955 transshipped from the 
Netherlands to the VU. S. S. R, about 
26,750 tons of VU. S. cottonseed oifs, 
valued at approximately $7 million, 
without first obtaining BFC approval, 
despite earlier warnings against such 
action from the U. S. Embassy in Lon- 
don to Vantol and Wijsman. Wijsman 
then was not only an owner and man- 
ager of the Van Doorn firm, but the 
managing director of Vantol. Vantol 
was selling to Van Doorn a large 
portion of the U. S. cottonseed oils, 
and it continued to supply Van Doorn 
with oils after the warning and with 
knowledge of Van Doorn’s intent to 
transship to the U. S. S. ‘R. A similar 
warning later given to the Van Doorn 
firm by the U. S. Consulate General of 
Rotterdam did not stop its delivering 
the last 7,000-ton portion of oil to the 
U. S. S. R., BFC said. 


The order, effective May 5, denies 
U. S. export privileges to Wijsman for 
6 months, to Van Doorn & Co. and 
B. A. Van Doorn until August 18, 
1958, and to Vantol until July 4. 1958. 
Thereafter, all the firms and individuals 
are placed on probation until 1 year 
after the date of the order. 

Following presentation of the Gov- 
ernment’s evidence at an oral hearing 
in the United States, the respondents 
accepted the BFC Compliance Commis- 
sioner’s recommendations for the denial 





periods specified in the order and waived 
their rights to appeal. 

The denial order prohibits the nameq 
firms and individuals, and any person 
or firm with which they may be asso 
ciated by ownership, control, position 
of responsibility or other trade eon. 
nection, from ordering, receiving, dis. 
posing, or otherwise participating in 
any U. S. exports, either directly or 
indirectly. It further states that no 
export or related service involving 
U. S. goods may be performed for 
them by any firm or person. 


Cutoff Date Set for Israeli 
Pound Loan Applications 


No additional applications for loans 
of Israeli pounds by the Export-Import 
Bank of Washington under Section 
104(e) of the Agricultural Trade De. 
velopment and Assistance Act of 1954 
P.L. 480, will be accepted by the Bank 
in Washington or by the United States 
Embassy in Tel Aviv after May 31, 
the Bank has announced. 

Applications now on file for loans in 
Israeli pounds (under the so-called 
Cooley Amendment to P.L, 480) already 
exceed substantially the maximum 
amount of Israeli pounds which the 
Bank expects to have available for 
lending under the sales agreement of 
November 7, 1957. 
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